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Thoughts from the Pastor, 
 
Introducing Process Theology and Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki 
 

No man ever steps in the same river twice, for it's not the same river and he's not the same man.  
Heraclitus (6th Century BCE) 

 
Today I would like to share with you a theology that is close to my heart and a woman who helped to guide this 
movement in our modern era. The above quote by Heracitus is one that many process thinkers consider a 
foundation of this philosophy – that all of creation exists in a state of constant flux and that we are all changed by 
our encounters with the created world. Alfred North Whitehead, a mathematician and the father of Process 
Philosophy, can be summarized in this way “reality consists of processes rather than material objects, and that 
processes are best defined by their relations with other processes, thus rejecting the theory that reality is 
fundamentally constructed by bits of matter that exist independently of one another.” (C. Robert Mesle,  An 
Introduction to Alfred North Whitehead).   
 
Relationship and process are the ideas on which Process Theology is built and these ideas are comfortably at 
home in the voice of scripture and the ongoing experience of faith development. Even God is characterized by 
these concepts as God is not only intimately concerned with the experiences of creation but also we can see much 
evidence that God's own self is changed by these experiences. Our God is not an aloof and static being demanding 
our unquestioning obedience. Instead, God is an ever-present and dynamic form constantly drawing creation 
toward fulfillment and the Good. The psalmist reminds us that God mourns with God's people and the Gospel tells 
us that Jesus wept over the destructive path that the people of Jerusalem were on. These truths are the result of 
God's relationship with humanity and God's response is to always invite us into creative possibility and 
transformative action. Our challenge is to be constantly searching for what God might be doing in any given 
context from the awesome to the awful and to do our best to work with God in bringing about new possibilities 
for justice, healing, and liberation.   
 
My favorite Process Theologian is Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki. Born in 1933, Suchocki has worked for most of her 
life to increase our understanding of God as a relational-process God. Her biography at the Belief Institute tells us 
“Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki, Ph.D., is Professor Emerita, Claremont School of Theology (link is external), and a 
co-director of the Center for Process Studies (link is external) and its related program, Process & Faith. Her 
scholarly interests include the use of process and feminist thought for the critical interpretation and expression of 
Christian faith.  Since 2001 Suchocki has been director of the Whitehead International Film Festival, which 
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features films that explore themes of transformation and inter-relationality, and that celebrate the common good. 
She is considered along with John B. Cobb, Jr., and David Ray Griffin, to be one of the leaders in the field of 
process theology. Her publications include The End of Evil; God-Christ-Church: A Practical Guide to Process 
Theology; Divinity and Diversity; and The Fall to Violence.”  
 
I was introduced to Suchocki's writing while in seminary and it changed the trajectory of my studies, my 
preaching, and my life goals. She writes with an enthusiasm and eloquence usually not found in dry theological 
texts. She has an uncanny ability to encourage understanding and interest in a wide range of topics and rarely 
resorts to incomprehensible language and concepts to make her point.   
 
While Process Theology is not a particularly widespread theology and it is often overshadowed by more 
traditional theologies such as Practical, Dogmatic, Systematic, and Natural. However, there are numerous books 
and websites devoted to exploring how these ideas can shape our lives and our faith. The Claremont School of 
Theology is home to the Center for Process Studies and can provide you a wonderful place to begin if you would 
like to learn more. Additionally, our library contains a number of books on the topic. I encourage you to avail 
yourself of some of these resources and I look forward to any conversations they might inspire. 
 

~~~   Meredith 
 

Parkland, Florida: As we continue to mourn the latest tragedy that took place in Parkland, Florida a few weeks 
ago and as we continue to pray and act towards an end to gun violence in our nation - I want to call your attention 
to the a quote I found by the woman for whom Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School was named.  “Be a 
nuisance where it counts,” Douglas once said. “Do your part to inform and stimulate the public to join your 
action. Be depressed, discouraged, and disappointed at failure and the disheartening effects of ignorance, greed, 
corruption and bad politics—but never give up.” The students at Douglas High may not know it, but in translating 
their anguish into activism, they are carrying on in the tradition of their school’s namesake. ~~ Meredith 

Second of Two in a Series on Race and White Privilege: Michael Eric Dyson, in his book Tears We Cannot 
Stop – A Sermon to White America, lists some suggested actions for white people to take to mitigate white 
privilege.  Here are just a very few of his suggestions. 

-          If you are in a position to hire, hire blacks and pay them slightly better than the usual rate. 

-          Hire black contractors and pay them better too. 

-          Give a black student a college scholarship – no matter how small. 

-          Offer to pay for the books of a black student in college. 

-          Commit 10% of church resources to educating black youth. 

-          Make friends now with blacks who share your interests.  Seek them out at group functions. 

-          Gather a group of people to set up an IRA – Individual Reparations Account.  All would contribute to it and 
then the group would distribute the funds according to pre-agreed guidelines (see more in the article below) 

-          Encourage your school to have a Civil Rights Veterans Night at one of the football games – just like a 
military veterans night 

Anything and everything you do will help.  White privilege has been in place for hundreds of years and it won’t 
be undone in a few.  Be patient and keep working. 



What do you think about joining an IRA – Individual Reparations Account? Presbyterian Women studied 
the book Tears We Cannot Stop (see above article). Many of us were excited about the idea of funding an 
Individual Reparations Account.  Everyone would contribute, and we would set up guidelines as to how the funds 
are to be used. The needs we envision meeting are things like summer camp fees, sports fees, musical instrument 
purchase, college scholarship, etc. The list could be large or small. We will set the parameters. If you are 
interested in joining such a group, please let Joanne or Barbara know and we will set a date for our first meeting 
after people have the opportunity to respond. 

Stopping Junk Mail 
From the Earth Care group, written by Joanne Westin  

 
Are you annoyed by the constant stream of insurance offers, credit card offers, ads for things you do not want, and 
catalogues you have no interest in? Not just annoyed, but also dismayed at the effects on the environment? My pet 
peeve is definitely the beautiful, glossy, many-paged catalogues that must use up a ton of resources. Yes, of 
course you can recycle all that junk mail, but what if you could stop much of it in the first place?  
 
There are no guarantees and the effects may not be instantaneous, but these two websites can help: 

1. Catalog Choice (website: www.catalogchoice.org). You sign up for free, and then you can search through 
their extremely exhaustive list of catalogues. For many, you just fill  in the account # on your latest issue 
of their catalogue, and that’s it. For others, you are directed to the company’s website where they tell you 
how to opt out of their catalogues (a little more time consuming but still easy for most of the catalogues I 
tried). My goal is to just sit down each day with the catalogues arriving that day, and going to this website 
and canceling all except the few I really want to receive. 

 
Catalogue Choice has helped 1.3 million people opt out of receiving 19 million pieces of junk mail They claim 
this translates to saving 521,021 Mature Trees; 1,086,105,638 lbs of Greenhouse Gas; 414,736,737 lbs of Solid 
Waste; and 3,624,582,469 gal of Water (and that was before I started canceling the scads of catalogues I have 
been getting!). 
 

2. Direct Marketing Association (website: www.DMAchoice.org). You sign up and join at $2 for 10 years. 
This organization can help you stop various catalogues, magazine offers, and other mail ads and offers. 
For each of these categories, you can choose whether or not you want to receive mail from companies one 
at a time. (If you choose this one-at-a-time method, they will link you to the organization’s website or give 
you a phone # to opt out, so it takes a bit of effort.) Or, if you prefer, you can choose to stop receiving mail 
for all companies you haven't purchased from or donated to within an entire category. (What could be 
simpler?) You need to contact a company directly if you have bought from them or donated to them in the 
past. 

 
DMA will also link you to a site called OptOutPrescreen.com where you can easily opt out of receiving 
preapproved credit card offers for 5 years or permanently. 
 
 
Movie Night: This month we will gather on March 16th at 6pm in the Chapel. We will be watching The 
Discovery. It is a Netflix original starring Robert Redford in which a scientific breakthrough leads to 
definitive proof of an afterlife. We hope you can join us. 
 

 
Celebrate Easter: Come share the glory of Easter March 25th. Easter eggs, jelly beans and more for the event of 
spring, your Easter favorites are requested. 
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Holy Week: Join us for Holy Week services. On Maundy Thursday (March 29th) we will gather at 6pm in 
Fellowship Hall for a light meal and a remembrance of the Last Supper. On Good Friday (March 30th) we will 
gather at 7pm in the Sanctuary for a contemplative worship experience. 
 
 
Bible Study: This month Bible study is on March 8th and 22nd at 6pm in the Chapel. Are there Bible stories that 
confuse you? Do you have questions about scripture you've never found a way to ask? Let me know and we'll 
explore them together.  
 
 
Why it is difficult to be sure you are buying an “ethical” T-shirt: 
Today, T-shirts with urgent and meaningful messages are often mass-produced overnight. But how do you know 
whether a T-shirt that says “And yet she persisted” was made in a sweatshop? How do you know if children 
enduring terrible working conditions picked the cotton for a #Me too” shirt? The answer is that it is often very 
difficult to know. Most companies will say that factories where their shirts are made are inspected and are socially 
responsible. But the garment industry is so complex this may not offer much assurance. “Inspections” may 
involve checking off boxes on a list, without actually talking to the workers. Moreover, the supply chain may 
include cotton grown in one place, fabric in another, sewing farmed out to many different factories, shops, 
subcontractors, sub-subcontractors etc.  
 
Presbyterian Women faced the daunting task of trying to ensure that the t-shirts we are about to order are ethically 
made. We consulted many, many websites. There are small organizations such as Esperanza Threads, in Bedford 
Ohio, which trains refugees to sew, and produces organic cotton t-shirts, baby onesies, etc. - excellent choices for 
beautiful, solid, long-lasting clothing you can feel good about wearing, but a little pricey for our purpose. For a 
shirt that we will wear only for certain occasions, we sought something cheaper. For mass produced brands, the 
most reliable criteria for ensuring that the shirts not be made in a sweatshop, seems to be that the shirts be made in 
the USA by unionized labor. Brands most often cited for such t-shirts include American Apparel, Royal Apparel, 
and Bayside Apparel. Many on-line T-shirt printing companies offer American Apparel T-shirts, however, this 
company was recently bought by Gildan, and the American Apparel shirts are no longer all made in the USA. We 
eliminated Royal Apparel for a variety of reasons; and have decided to go with Bayside, whose T-shirts are made 
in the USA from American grown cotton. 
 
The printing company we are using is CustomInk, and the shirts will be royal blue. You can see a picture of what 
they will look like on the bulletin board in FH. The shirts will cost about $12, and you can order on a list, on the 
same bulletin board in FH.  
 
 
Presbyterian Women Monthly Meeting:  Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, March 20th, 6:30 pm at the 
home of Joanne Westin, 2257 Lamberton Road; Cleveland Heights, OH 44121. We will be planning for the 
worship service that we will be coordinating. The topic of the worship service will be Race and White Supremacy 
based on our book discussion Sermon to White America Tears We Cannot Hide by Michael Eric Dyson. The date 
of the worship service will be April 15, 2018. If you need to read the book, there are ample copies available 
through the Cleveland Heights Library system. Barbara Wherley has some notes from the book that she would be 
willing to make available to you, if you did not receive them at the February PW meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March Birthdays 
7th         Jimmy Wherley  22nd   Earla Kummer  
16th       George Smith   26th   Sean Koenig     
20th  Kelly Doran   27th  Linda Rudy 
     
    
 
 

Prayer Families: (one for each day of the month) 
 
  1. Linda & Tom Rudy 
  2. Tyler Rudy 
  3. George Smith 
  4. Carolyn Sugiuchi 
  5.   Leslie Sugiuchi, Scott Anderson &Logan Sugiuchi Anderson 
  6.   Mark Sugiuchi 
  7.   Marcy Sykes  
  8. Chuck Szaniszlo 
  9. Marge & Bob Szaniszlo 
10. Joan & Chuck Webster 
11. Margaret Webster 
12. Sarah Webster  
13. Barbara & Richard Wherley  
14. Cathie Wherley 
15. James Wherley 
16. Susan Wherley 
17. Meredith White & Susan Strohm 
18. Mary Williams        
19.   Emmanuel Wright 
20. Megan & Ebon Zimmerman 
21. Marcelo Atanasio & Andrew Keller-Gipson 
22.   Judith Beeler 
23. Maria Bernardo 
24. Christine Boja 
25.   Ed & Nancy Brown 
26. Phillis & Jay Brown 
27. Cassie, Dan & Westin Budin 
28. Geizel Canady-Ashford 
29. Kelly & Brandon Cartwell 
30. Gun Violence Victims 
31. DACA/Dreamer Solutions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
March 4th:    Exodus 20:1-17; Psalms 19; 1 Cor. 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 
March 11th: Numbers 21:4-9; Psalms 107; 1-3, 17-22; Eph. 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
March 18th: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalms 51:1-12 or Psalms 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 
March 25th: Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16; Psalms 118:1-2, 19-29 
 
 
Thank you to those who have served last month! 
Worship Leader:   Rev. Meredith White 
Lay Leaders:    MarceloAtanasio, Judith Beeler, Willie Johnston, Bob Pescho  
Communion Servers:    Judith Beeler, Willie Johnston, Chuck Szaniszlo, Meredith White  
Usher and Greeter:    Marcelo Atanasio 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:   Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women, Judith Beeler, Cynthia Johnston 
Offering Collection:    Julia Babic, Illianna Levenson, Madalyne Levenson, Matthew & Scott Monah 
 
 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Pastoral Care:  Contact Pastor Meredith White at 216/906-3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com  
Pastor Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 
Stephanie Johnson, Office Manager Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:30am-12:30 pm 
 

DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday bulletin”. 
 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”.  
 
*If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the “Window” please  
get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Session 
 
         2018    2019    2020 

Jonell Levenson  Cynthia Johnston   Maria Bernardo  
Chuck Szaniszlo  John Luttermoser   Debbie Manzano   
Joanne Westin (Clerk) Carolyn Sugiuchi  Susan Wherley 
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 March, 2018                                         Noble Road Presbyterian Church          
  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm-7pm:  Discipleship 
(Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 

2 
5am - 7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

3 
 

4        3rd Sunday in Lent 
10am: Worship/Communion/Choir 
11:30 am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

5 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

6 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm -2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
6:15pm-9:15pm: Noble 
Neighbors (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 
 

7 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6pm Lenten Service (Peace 
Lutheran) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous  (103) 
 

8 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 
 

9 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

10 
 

11       4th Sunday in Lent 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
*Gift Card Orders Due 
 

12 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

13 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
7pm-9pm: Session 
(Chapel) 
 

14       
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6pm Lenten Service 
(Disciples Christian) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 

15 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
 

16 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
7pm: Movie Night “The 
Discovery” (Chapel) 

 

17 
 

18     5th Sunday in Lent 
10am:  Worship/Guitars/Choir 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

19 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

20 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
6:30pm: Presbyterian 
Women (at the home of 
Joanne Westin) 
 

21 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6pm Lenten Service (Peace 
Lutheran) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
 

22 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
7pm -9pm:  Girl Scout 
Parents (Spectrum) 
 
 
 

 

23 
5am -5pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

24 
 

25      Palm Sunday 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am:  Community Meal (FH) 
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

26 
5am -7pm: Preschool   
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

27 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

28 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
 

29 Maundy Thursday 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
6pm: Maundy Thursday 
Service (Fellowship Hall) 

30 Good Friday 
5am -4pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
7pm: Good Friday Service 
(Sanctuary) 

31 
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 


