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Thoughts from the Pastor, 
 
One of the things that led me down the path of studying theology and religion was the moment when I first read 
Paul Tillich. I was amazed to learn that someone had written eloquently about the very questions I was asking 
about God, life, justice, salvation, and the nature of human anxiety and fear. I honestly couldn't get enough of it.  
Eventually I discovered that the history of our faith is replete with philosophers, scholars, poets and politicos that 
have each waxed theologic on those topics and many more. I learned that there are as many different ways to 
encounter and enjoy God as there are people willing to ask hard questions and grapple with even harder answers.  
One thing that I have found most disappointing since graduating from seminary is that most of these people 
remain trapped in academic libraries in dusty books with fading pages. While it is true that many of these books 
are dense tomes with little or no appeal to the casual reader; it is also true that they speak a clear voice of the 
faithful across the ages. In this season of Epiphany, these voices shine God's light on a world that often seems 
mired in darkness. In the months to come, I hope to introduce you to a few of these people and offer some 
opportunities to invite them into your faith journey.   
 
Introducing Dorothee Soelle (1929-1985) 
 
In an article titled God is Justice: the Social Spirituality of Dorothee Soelle, Susan Rakoczy introduces Soelle as 
“a unique synthesis of mysticism, activism and feminism which still resonates in a world that’s filled with both 
beauty and injustice.” Dorothee was a German Christian theologian who grew up during World War II. She was 
influenced by the theology and martyrdom of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. She challenged the contemporary theology of 
her day by insisting that theology could not be seperated from political thought and that indeed, our faith has 
much to say about how we interact with the world in which we live. In 1968 she helped to establish Political 
Evensongs that provided an opportunity for people to make connections between faith and life through prayer, 
song, and reflection. They discussed war, peace, protest, and activism among other things. She continued this 
work for the rest of her life and made great contributions to feminist, mujerista, and liberation theology. She 
understood God to be deeply concerned with not only our individual sin and salvation but with the corporate and 
social sins of the world. She believed that our relationship with God should call us to strive with God for the end 
of injustice and oppression for all people. Rakoczy closes her article with this epitaph, “A constant voice for 
justice, she found in the experience of mysticism—in the real experience of God—the foundation of strength to 
stand with the poor and oppressed, whether in Germany, Latin America or the United States. Her theology is a 
unique synthesis of spirituality and social justice that has the power to resonate in a 21st century world that is 
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filled with suffering and the questions it continues to raise.” 
 
 
In her memoir, Against the Wind, Dorothee published her own statement of faith which reads in part: 

I believe in the Spirit who came into the world with Jesus, 
in the communion of all peoples and our responsibility for what will become of our earth: 

a valley of tears, hunger, and violence or the city of God. 
I believe in the just peace that can be created, 

in the possibility of meaningful life for all humankind, 
in the future of this world of God. Amen. 

 
May these words shine a light on our path for 2018.   

~~~   Meredith 
 
Congregational Meeting: We will have a Congregational Meeting on January 21st immediately following our 
worship service. We will be electing the nominating committee for 2018, voting on the budget and Meredith's 
terms of call, and reviewing the annual report. We hope you will join us. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT Time:  If you are the chair of a committee or ministry at Noble Road, please submit your 
annual report to the church office by January 10th. We will compile the reports for presentation to the 
congregation at our meeting on January 21st.  
 
Reminder: Please remember to return your 2018 pledge card to the church office as soon as possible. This 
information helps us to prepare the budget for the coming year. Thank you. 
 
Presbyterian Women January Meeting: Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, January 16th at 5:45 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Our focus for the evening will be sewing lap robes for City View Nursing Home. Bring your 
sewing machine, needle & thread, scissors and pins. Joanne Westin will coordinate the sewing. The fabrics will be 
provided.  
 
Joan Webster will be our hostess for dinner. Please call her, 216/258-6026, if you plan to attend and if you would 
like to contribute to the menu. 
 
Our project for others is an appropriate beginning to the new year. Consider doing so. All women are welcome. 
 
Moments of Mercy: As a chaplain, every Wednesday I get to do a bible study at a facility for the memory 
impaired. I often use stories from personal experience to illustrate my point.  Last Wednesday my topic was about 
offering mercy to others as God offers mercy to us. I told the following story of a recent time when I felt the 
mercy of others.  
 
There were many good and talented acts on Sunday at our Second Annual Advent Talent Show at NRPC.  Mine, 
however, was not one of them.  And this led me to think about how good our congregation is. 
 
My plan was to sing two songs, with the accompaniment of You Tube on my phone, one song serious, and the 
other meant as a joke.  I used two phones, one for the lyrics, one for the music.   
 
Then I had to juggle all that while holding the mic. Clearly, I had not planned this well. But I forged on.  First, it 
was hard for folks to hear the music from the phone, then I lost the lyrics on the other phone. Don’t ask me how.  
Why I thought I could pull off something that involved technology, I don’t know. So I continued to sing 
intermittently the words that I know, and hum the parts I don’t know.  Someone said, “Do you need another 
phone?” Someone else said, “She already has two up here!” So, what the audience hears and sees, I think, is some 
faint music to an unfamiliar song, and Maria singing some of the words while looking at the ceiling as though the 
words might appear there.   
 



After that fiasco, with the polite audience looking attentive but lost, one would think I would just hang it up.  
Wrong. I was determined to show some measure of talent, and again forged on. This time I had both the music 
and the lyrics and began to sing a song that was meant as a joke, but it fell flat. And, to add insult to injury, I got a 
phone call in the middle of it, which interrupted the music!   
 
Sigh. At that point, a little late some might think, I cut the song short and went back to my seat mumbling to 
myself. 
 
But what did this loving, caring, polite, beautiful community of faith do?  Applaud and shout, “We love you!”  
And our dear pastor said later, “Pish, posh. You were wonderful as always.”   
 
THIS is what extending mercy and grace looks like.   
 
At least I got some laughs out of the retelling!           ~~Maria Bernardo 
 
 

Movie Night: This month’s movie will be on Friday, January 19th at 7pm in the Chapel. The movie  
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” Plan to join us!   

 
 
A New Year’s Special: Praise & hallelujah for another year for food and fellowship. Indulge us with your new 
year traditional family favorites on January 28th. Everything old is new again. 

 
January Birthdays 

3rd        Isaac Monah  10th  Stephanie Johnson  
5th       Lorna Johnston 23rd  Carolyn Sugiuchi     
6th  Jan Giles  26th  Troy Koch  
     
    

Prayer Families: (one for each day of the month) 
  1. Susan Wherley 
  2. Meredith White & Susan Strohm 
  3. Mary Williams 
  4. Emmanuel Wright 
  5.   Megan & Ebon Zimmerman 
  6.   Marcelo Atanasio and Andrew Keller-Gipson 
  7.   Judith Beeler  
  8. Maria Bernardo 
  9. Christine Boja 
10. Ed & Nancy Brown 
11. Phillis & Jay Brown 
12. Cassie, Dan and Westin Budin  
13. Geizel Canady-Ashford  
14. Kelly & Brandon Cartwell 
15. Baolu & Victoria Chen 
16. Denise Coletta 
17. Delmar Cummings 
18. Sandra Doran        
19.   Stephanie Doran 
20. Nan Dorer 
21. Ivy Dulaney 
22.   Jan Giles 
23. Pat Harding 



 

 

24. Stephanie, Kenyon Johnson & Family 
25.   Ann Johnston 
26. Cynthia & Willie Johnston 
27. Lorna & Steve Johnston 
28. Genny Kanka 
29. Vicki Kanka 
30. Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital Patients 
31. St. Jude Children’s Hospital Patients 
 
 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
January 7th:    Gen. 1:1-5; Psalms 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
January 14th: 1Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalms 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Cor. 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
January 21st: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalms 62:5-12; 1 Cor. 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
January 28th: Deut. 18:15-20; Psalms 111; 1 Cor. 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 
 
 
Thank you to those who have served last month! 
Worship Leader:   Rev. Meredith White 
Lay Leaders:    Judith Beeler, John Luttermoser, Joan Webster, Susan Wherley  
Communion Servers:    Judith Beeler, John Luttermoser, Susan Wherley, Meredith White  
Usher and Greeter:    Marcelo Atanasio 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:   Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women 
Offering Collection:    Marcelo Atanasio, Julia Babic, Madalyne Levenson, Matthew Monah 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Pastoral Care:  Contact Pastor Meredith White at 216/906-3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com  
Pastor Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 
Stephanie Johnson, Office Manager Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:30am-12:30 pm 
 

DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday bulletin”. 
 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”.  
 
*If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the “Window” please  
get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
 
 

 
 
 

Session 
 
          2017    2018    2019 

Debbie Manzano  Jonell Levenson  Cynthia Johnston 
Isaac Monah   Chuck Szaniszlo  John Luttermoser 
Bob Szaniszlo   Joanne Westin (Clerk) Carolyn Sugiuchi 
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 January, 2018                                         Noble Road Presbyterian Church          
  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

Happy New Year 
Day Care & Church 
Office Closed 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

2 
Day Care Closed 
12pm -2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

3 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous  (103) 
 

4 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm-7pm:  Discipleship 
(Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 

5 
5am - 7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

6 
 

7        Baptism of the Lord 
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am: Worship/Communion/Choir 
11:30 am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
 

8 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

9 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm -2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
7-9pm: Session (Chapel) 
 
 

10 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous  (103) 
 

11 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 
 

12 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

13 
 

14       2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship/Choir 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
*Gift Card Orders Due 

15 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 
Day Care & Church 
Office Closed 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

16 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
5:45pm: Presbyterian 
Women (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

17 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 

18 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
 

19 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
7pm: Movie Night “The 
Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe” (Chapel) 

 

20 
9am – 12noon: Work Day 

21      3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship/Guitars 
11am: Annual Meeting (Sanctuary) 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

22 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

23 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

24 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
 

25 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
7pm -9pm:  Girl Scout 
Parents (Spectrum) 
 
 
 

 

26 
5am -5pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

27 
 

28      4th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am:  Community Meal (FH) 
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

29 
5am -7pm: Preschool   
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

30 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

31 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 


