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Thoughts from the Pastor, 
 
Resisting and Rising Above:  Introducing Delores S. Williams. 
 
In 1993, the book Sisters in the Wilderness: The Challenge of Womanist God-Talk was published and quickly 
became one of the foundations of womanist theology. Delores Williams, along with her contemporaries, Katie 
Geneva Cannon and Jacquelyn Grant, developed womanist theology as a way to understand life and faith that 
prioritized the real experiences of African-American women as a valid lens through which to view the work of 
God towards the redemption of all creation. Womanist scholarship in many different thought realms was created 
in response to the realist that other forms of liberation thinking neglected the realities of Black women as feminist 
thought primarily highlighted the experiences and goals of white women while black liberation theology was often 
seen as focused solely on the experiences of African-American men.   
 
Delores Williams was raised in the urban southern United States in the 1940s and had plenty of opportunity to 
witness how the lives, thoughts, and voices of Black women were often co-opted or outright silenced through 
discrimination and violence. Fortunately for us, in the Church, she also experienced the power of 'God-Talk' and 
testimony as a way for these stories to be told and validated by the very women whose lives they were. Williams 
begins her book with her own testimony and how it shaped the theology she co-created. At the heart of her 
testimony and her theology is the recognition that God has indeed been at work in the lives of black women 
throughout time and that, most often, that work takes the form of the strength to Rise Above and Resist the 
oppressive forces that would seek to diminish their humanity and the divine power at work within and through 
them. 
 
I am thankful for the courage and deep theological thinking that inspired Delores Williams work as it continues 
witness to the reality that God is very often at work in the lives of those at the margins or left out of the 
conversation. Her scholarship continues to challenge all of us to look around and listen for the voices that are 
missing. However, what inspires me even more is that her book is decidedly not for me or for the edification of 
white women. Her work is a witness and testimony for the empowerment of her Sisters in the Wilderness from 
Hagar to Alice Walker to countless unnamed woman of color throughout history.   
 
Williams concludes the preface to her book by offering the following statement: “I pray this book will also speak 
in a meaningful way to those African-American women who struggle by faith to bring dignity, hope, spiritual 
sustenance, economic well-being, and educational advancement to the everyday lives of black people and to the 
African-American churches. But my hope is that these black women, in all their giving, take Alice Walker's advice 
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seriously and remember to love themselves. Regardless. 
 
Sisters in the Wilderness is one of the many great books in the Pastor's library.  If you'd like to know more, you 
are welcome to borrow it. 
 

~~~   Meredith 
 

From the Presbyterian Mission Agency – It's One Great Hour of Sharing Time!!! 
Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and prayer. During this time, Christians pay close attention to spiritual 
disciplines that deepen our understanding of what God is doing in our lives and in the world. As a church, we 
spend time together hearing about and praying for the ministries of compassion and justice done through our 
support of One Great Hour of Sharing.  
 
Jesus’ ministry was among those who were most vulnerable. He preached good news to the poor and release to 
the captives. One Great Hour of Sharing helps us share this same good news to those same vulnerable people in 
our world today: those who are hungry, who are suffering from disaster, who are dealing with oppression in 
society.  
 
Every gift made to this offering will meet the needs of people, and you will hear about just a few of these 
individuals over the coming weeks—in bulletin inserts and minutes for mission. These stories will help us to see 
the face of those whose lives have been changed by our gifts, but they are only a few of the thousands and 
thousands of people served in this important ministry. I’d like to invite you to look at the minutes for mission and 
consider being the person to share one of these stories during an upcoming worship service. 
 
I’d also like to invite you to visit the One Great Hour of Sharing website (www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs) to 
find out more information on how your support of OGHS helps people all over the world, and offer prayers for 
the projects and people who receive them. 
 
The Earth Care Committee would like to use The Window to share ideas about caring for God’s earth. We have 
some suggestions for anyone who maintains a yard, especially those concerned about climate change. These are 
from Fine Gardening magazine (Aug. 2017): 

1. Apply organic matter to your garden beds and don’t till the soil. Let the worms do the work. (organic 
matter includes mulch, compost, wood chips, grass clippings, leaf litter, etc.) 

2. Cut down on emissions. Did you know burning one gallon of gasoline releases 20 pounds of carbon 
dioxide into the earth’s atmosphere? 

3. Reduce the amount of turf grass you mow by enlarging your garden beds. Why not add some vegetable 
plants to the bed if it’s sunny? 

4. Cut back on fertilization. A typical four-step program applies roughly the same amount of nitrogen that 
a midwest farmer applies to an acre of corn. Nitrogen can adversely affect soil microbes and ground 
water. 

5. To contain carbon dioxide, plant trees, shrubs, and woody perennials. 
 
*Another important tip* Ask yourself before purchasing a plant if it wants to grow where you’d like to put it. 
What conditions (sunlight, water, etc.) does it require for success? Is it native to Ohio? Do the deer like it? 
 
We are seeing the extreme weather conditions that scientists have long predicted and our yards will be 
experiencing more stress. The above suggestions can help your yard and our planet. 
 
In early spring the mulch that Cleveland Heights makes from the leaves it collects is available to residents. Other 
cities have wood chips. These products are free so why not use them? 
 
Mulch not only looks good it also improves the soil and cuts down on watering and time spent weeding. 
 
We look forward to your input. 
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White Privilege and Race Class – Next Steps 
 
The group of us who met in the first ‘semester’ about white privilege and race would like to share our next step 
with all of you. Acknowledging that we are a predominantly white congregation, we would like you to read a 
book which helps you to realize what white privilege can do and does do for you and your family. These books 
are mostly non-fiction but if you need your education delivered more gently, you may read Jodi Piccoult’s book. 
Enjoy! 
 
Next month, after you have read one of these books, we will give you suggestions on how to move forward with 
your education about race and privilege. 
 
The New Jim Crow:  Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 
 
Waking Up White by Debby Irving 
 
Why are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?  And Other Conversations About Race by Beverly 
Daniel Tatum, Ph.D. 
 
 A Country of Strangers:  Black and Whites in America 
 
The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin 
 
Citizen:  An American Lyric by Claudia Rankine 
 
Negroland by Margo Jefferson 
 
Race Matters by Cornel West 
 
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 
 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
 
I Am Not Your Negro by James Baldwin 
 
Tears We Cannot Stop by Michael Eric Dyson 
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
 
Slavery by Another Name:  The Re-enslavement of Black Americans from the Civil War to World War II  by 
Douglas A. Blackmon 
 
Small Great Things by Jodi Piccoult 
 
The Sellout by Paul Beatty 
 

Movie Night: Movie Night will be on February 16th at 7pm in the Chapel. We will be watching Collateral 
Beauty; this 2016 movie explores the story of a man who Retreats from life after a tragedy and questions 
the universe by writing to Love, Time and Death. Receiving unexpected answers, he begins to see how 



 

 

these things interlock and how even loss can reveal moments of meaning and beauty. Starring Will Smith, 
Edward Norton and Helen Mirren. Hope to see you there. 

Bible Study: This month Bible study is on February 8th and 22nd at 6pm in the Chapel. Are there Bible stories that 
confuse you? Do you have questions about scripture you've never found a way to ask? Let me know and we'll 
explore them together.  
 
PW Monthly Meeting: Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, February 20th, 6:30 pm at the home of Barbara 
Wherley, 3104 Lincoln Blvd, Cleveland Heights. We will discuss the book Tears We Cannot Hide: A Sermon to 
White America by Michael Eric Dyson. Ample copies are available through the Cleveland Heights Library 
system.  
 
Please prepare to share your thoughts, questions and concerns. Think about personal and group responses and 
solutions. Call Barbara, 216/ 538-9737, if you plan to attend and if you would like to contribute to our evening 
meal. Our topic is timely and should result in considerable conversation. Don’t miss this opportunity. 
 
Children’s Church School in February: 
  February 4th, 11:30 am in the Rainbow Room 
   Maria Bernardo will be teaching the topic of “Rejoice”. 
   Cathie Wherley is observing. 
  February 18th, 11:30 am in the Rainbow Room 
   Joan Webster will be teaching the topic of “Prayer”. 
   Cathie Wherley is observing. 
 
Adult Discussion groups at 11:30 am on February 4th and February 18th.  Our second semester begins in 
February. Everyone will have an opportunity to select another group to study more in-depth. The topics and 
locations will be as follows: 
 
 Racism and White Privilege in the Chapel 
 The Church Today in the Library 
 Stewardship of the Environment in Rm. 103 
 
Homeless Stand Down Hygiene Bags:  Thank you to all who brought in items for the Hygiene Bags for the 
Homeless Stand Down. We were able to deliver seven (7) filled to the brim hygiene bags.   
 
Work Day on January 20th:  Thank you to all who came to our work day on January 20th.  Progress is being 
made on our repairs as well as moving forward with changing all of our lights to LEDs. 
 
Do you know what we collect at NRPC??  Here is a list. 
 
1. Plastic grocery bags for the Heights Emergency Food Pantry. Collection is by the church office in the 

corridor. 
 
2.     Plastic milk jug tops for a garden project of Joanne Westin. Collection is in the kitchen by the stove. 
 
3. Metal for recycling. R.J. and Willie have been collecting metal for recycling for some time.  Any metal, 

aluminum, brass, copper, etc. can be recycled. The collection box is located behind the dividers by the exit 
to the front steps.  Last year the amount of money that recycling raised was close to $300.00. 

 
4. Un-used greeting cards with envelopes for the Heights Emergency Food Pantry Clients.  Collection is 

outside the Chapel. 
 
5. The fronts of used greeting cards for folks at Breckenridge Village. Collection is outside the Chapel. 
 
6.   Calendars for Heights Emergency Food Pantry Clients. Collection is outside the Chapel. 



 
7. Paper, magazines, box board and corrugated boxes. Collection is in the parking lot in the Abitibi bin. 

 
 

 



 

 



Emergency Food Shelf at NRPC is pretty bare. Although we do not use this source often, it is very handy to 
have if someone comes to the church in immediate need. Here are some ideas as to what might be useful to have.   
 
 Peanut butter 
 Soups 
 Canned meats – tuna, ham 
 Canned fruits and vegetables 
 Prepared meals in a box (no additions needed) 
 Marinara Sauce 
 Noodles of any type 
 Macaroni and cheese 
 
Let’s get our Lent on: Lent is a time to reflect, to indulge less and to sacrifice some of our favorite things. But do 
not abstain from the February 25th Community meal. Come together and share. 
 
 

February Birthdays 
1st         Illianna Levenson  7th  Tom Monah  
3rd        Jeff Babic   16th   Bethany Rudy     
5th  Logan Sugiuchi Anderson    
     
    

Prayer Families: (one for each day of the month) 
  1. Courtney Koch 
  2. Yildiz, Troy & Noelle Koch 
  3. Eric Koenig-Reinke 
  4. Sean Koenig 
  5.   Tricia Dykers & Mark Koenig 
  6.   Earla Kummer 
  7.   John Lane  
  8. Jonell, Lonny, Illianna & Madalyne Levenson 
  9. Kathryn Little 
10. Ann Randall & John Luttermoser 
11. Scott Luttermoser, Veronica 
12. Tim Luttermoser  
13. Ben Manzano  
14. Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano 
15. Vince Manzano 
16. Audrey Miller 
17. Lynne Miller, Jeff Babic & Julia Babic 
18. Marjorie Miller        
19.   R.J. Miller 
20. Mazo Beawin, Isaac, Scott, Matthew & Beihou Monah 
21. Tom Monah 
22.   Marianne & Bob Pescho 
23. Mickie Razek 
24. Karen Reinke 
25.   Katie Ritzmann 
26. Joanne Westin & Roy Ritzmann 
27. Bethany Rudy 
28. Police, Fire, EMS & 911 dispatch workers across the country 
 



 

 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
February 4th:    Isa. 40:21-31; Psalms 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Cor. 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
February 11th: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalms 50:1-6; 2 Cor. 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
February 18th: Gen. 9:8-17; Psalms 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 
February 25th: Gen. 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalms 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
 
 
Thank you to those who have served last month! 
Worship Leader:   Rev. Meredith White 
Lay Leaders:    Illianna Levenson, Karen Reinke, Tim Seibel, Joan Webster  
Communion Servers:    Maria Bernardo, Jonell Levenson, Joan Webster, Meredith White  
Usher and Greeter:    Marcelo Atanasio 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:   Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women, Christine Boja, Jan Giles, Carolyn Sugiuchi 
Offering Collection:    Julia Babic, Madalyne Levenson, Matthew & Scott Monah 
 
 
 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Pastoral Care:  Contact Pastor Meredith White at 216/906-3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com  
Pastor Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 
Stephanie Johnson, Office Manager Hours:  Monday-Friday 9:30am-12:30 pm 
 

DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday bulletin”. 
 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”.  
 
*If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the “Window” please  
get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Session 
 
         2018    2019    2020 

Jonell Levenson  Cynthia Johnston   Maria Bernardo  
Chuck Szaniszlo  John Luttermoser   Debbie Manzano   
Joanne Westin (Clerk) Carolyn Sugiuchi  Susan Wherley 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm-7pm:  Discipleship 
(Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 

2 
5am - 7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

3 
 

4        5th Sunday after Epiphany 
10am: Worship/Communion/Choir 
11:30 am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

5 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

6 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm -2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 
 
 

7 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous  (103) 
 

8 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 
 

9 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

10 
 

11       Transfiguration of the Lord 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
*Gift Card Orders Due 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

12 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

13 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 
 

14      Ash Wednesday 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm: Ash Wednesday 
Service (Sanctuary) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 

15 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
 

16 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
7pm: Movie Night 
“Collateral Beauty” 
(Chapel) 

 

17 
 

18     1st Sunday in Lent 
10am:  Worship/Guitars/Choir 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

19 
President’s Day 
Day Care & Church 
Office Closed 
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

20 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
6:30pm: Presbyterian 
Women (Barbara 
Wherley Residence) 
 

21 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6pm Lenten Service (Church 
of the Redeemer) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
 

22 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
7pm -9pm:  Girl Scout 
Parents (Spectrum) 
 
 
 

 

23 
5am -5pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

24 
 

25      2nd Sunday in Lent 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am:  Community Meal (FH) 
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

26 
5am -7pm: Preschool   
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

27 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

28 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6pm Lenten Service (NRPC) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 


