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Thoughts from the Pastor, 
 
Hello darkness my old, friend... I've come to talk with you again. The opening lyrics to Simon and  
Garfunkel's classic song, Sound of Silence, have always made me want to include it in the canon of  
songs for the season of Advent. This year, Advent begins on December 3 and ushers us into a time of  
watching and waiting, a time of hope in the midst of darkness, a time of preparation for the in-breaking  
of light, and a time to listen deeply to the silences of our experience. Although we know all too well  
the point at which Advent ends, we must not rush too quickly towards Christmas lest we miss out on  
the journey that gets us there. While Christmas is a time to celebrate the God's light, Advent is a time  
to acknowledge the darkness that cries out for that illumination. If you've ever tried to see the light of a 
flashlight in bright sunlight – you will understand how the experience of darkness is necessary in order  
to appreciate the light.  
 
And so, that is where we begin our journey; and lectionary scriptures for the First Sunday in Advent  
don't hold anything back. We are plunged directly into the chaos and misery of God's people who are  
feeling bereft and abandoned with those who have erred and strayed from God's path. Just when we  
reach the Gospel reading and are in desperate need of some hope and light, we run smack into the  
Apocalypse. Mark writes; “In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, and  
the moon won’t give its light. The stars will fall from the sky, and the planets and other heavenly bodies 
will be shaken.” (Mark 13: 24 – 25). It doesn't get much darker than that. However, the text doesn't  
end there but goes on to tell us that in the very midst of these world shattering experiences, Christ will  
be present beckoning us forward into the hope of God's transforming presence.  
 
It is helpful to remember that the literal meaning of apocalypse is not 'end of the world' but 'revelation'.  
It is not necessarily the end of times but the beginning of a new reality. A reality where we have  
confronted those truths that remain hidden, where we have acknowledged our failings and brokenness,  
where that which we tried to ignore forces us to open our eyes. Truth be told, these can often feel like  
world ending experiences. However, once we recognize that there are things in this world that stand in  
direct opposition to the intentions that God has for all of us, we get a little bit closer to embracing the  
end of the world as we know it and preparing to usher in God's new reality.  
 
For me, this year, Advent couldn't come soon enough. As I studied these scriptures I finally felt like I  
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might have some tools with which to respond to the revelations that bombard my news feed on a daily  
basis. Revelations like the courageous women who started revealing the violence and harassment that  
we have lived with for years #metoo. It's time for the world of misogyny and abuse of power to end.  
The Black Lives Matter movement has worked tirelessly to reveal the racism and fear that have cost the 
lives of so many black men at the hands of our criminal justice system. It time for the world of police  
brutality and white power to end. Protesters from around the country have stood side by side with our  
indigenous brothers and sisters to reveal the corruption of corporations that focus more on profits that  
protecting our planet and her people. It's time for the world of environmental abuse and destruction to  
end. Communities across the nation have revealed the harm done by unjust immigration policy as they  
resist the call to watch their friends, families, and neighbors be deported from the places they have  
chosen to call home. It is time for the world of border walls and boundaries to end.  
 
Yes, Advent is a season of darkness and fear, of vulnerability and change. We will all have moments of 
despair and mourning as our foundational beliefs in fairness, justice, kindness, and love are shaken to  
the core. However, we remain confident in the promise of the season. Into the darkness, the light will  
shine and Christ will be born in our midst. Friends, I encourage you to hold fast to the hope and enter  
this season with your eyes wide open. And I hope that in the weeks to come, you will join me in  
singing my other favorite Advent hymn... it's the end of the world as we know it, and I feel fine. 
 

~~~   Meredith 

 

Message from the Earth Care Group: As you may know from last month's Window, the Earth Care discussion 
group has been talking about ways to be more environmentally conscious in church and in our homes. We have 
been tallying up points towards certification as an “Earth Care” church. We do not see this as simply earning a 
certificate and moving on; instead we see the importance of continually reminding ourselves and others of threats 
to our earth, and ways we can help – from the ballot box to even small everyday actions. 

 Twenty-five years ago 1,500 prominent scientists declared “A great change in our stewardship of the earth and 
the life on it is required if vast human misery is to be avoided and our global home on this planet is not to be 
irreversibly mutilated.” Now, 15,000 scientists have united to say “Soon it will be too late to shift course away 
from our failing trajectory, and time is running out.” 

 The Earth Care group has started a bulletin board with environmental information. Feel free to post information 
on it. We have made up a short quiz (copies posted on the bulletin board), whose answers are included somewhere 
on the bulletin board. Anyone who successfully completes our little quiz, will receive a small environmental gift. 
(See Joanne to claim your gift.) 

 One church school class has already centered on an earth care theme: what the Bible says about “home” as a safe 
and healthy place; and the toxins we often find in our homes. The children made non-toxic cleaning solutions and 
will construct environmental-themed baskets for the silent auction. Another church school class on the topic of 
“water” will also have an environmental theme. 

Holiday Tea: Church Women United of Greater Cleveland will provide a teatime, light bites, and carol singing 
on December 8th, 11:30 am at Church of the Savior, 2537 Lee Road. 
 
Contributions are being collected for Cleveland Christian Home, Domestic Violence and Child Advocacy Center 
on Transitional Housing and North Coast Behavioral Center. For details on their “Wish Lists”, see Presbyterian 
Women’s bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. If you want to contribute but cannot attend, call Carolyn Sugiuchi 
216/382-6576. 
 



Roxboro Elementary School is selling coupon books to benefit Dougbe River School in Liberia. The books cost 
$25.00 and Dougbe River School gets $12.50 for every coupon book purchased. They are hoping to raise over 
$5,000. They provided us with 20 coupon books to sell. On Sunday they will be in Fellowship Hall. During the 
week they will be in the middle office.  The Coupon Book is called "Kid Stuff" but there is much more than Kids 
stuff in the book.   
Here are some of the coupons.  
 
           Barnes and Noble:  15% off any one item 
           Burlington:  10% off any one item 
           Macy's:  20% off a single purchase of selected items 
           New Balance:  10% off purchase 
           Jo-Ann Fabrics and Crafts:  40% off any one regularly priced item 
           Sherwin Williams:  $10.00 off purchase of $50.00 or more 
           Half-Price Books:  15% off your total purchase 
           Cleveland Cinemas:  Buy up to two tickets at $7.00 each 
           Cleveland Museum of Natural History:  $1.00 of general admission for up to 4 people 
           Danny Boys:  Free Kids Meal with purchase of Adult Entree    
           Applebees:  Free Kids Meal with purchase of Adult Entree 
 
I think you will be able to get your $25.00 back in no time. The expiration date for most of the coupons is 
December 31, 2018!! 
 
You can use them for Christmas giving. You can even order books from other parts of the country. I ordered one 
for my nephew in the Boston area and one for my sister in the Hartford area. Ask your friends if they would like 
to purchase.  It is a very good deal!!! 
 
Deadline for orders with payment is December 10, 2017. We have 7 books sold or committed to purchase. That 
means there are 13 books remaining. Let's try to meet the challenge of 20 books. That would be $250.00 for 
Dougbe River School. 
 
Thank you for your participation in this project.        ~~~ Judy Beeler 
 
Interested in helping out with the annual Homeless Stand Down?    The Homeless Stand Down will 
be Saturday, January 20, 2018. We will be collecting Hygiene/Personal Care Kits for the participants. If you are 
interested in providing a complete Personal Care kit, please pick up a 2-gallon zip lock bag at the church 
beginning on December 3rd and fill it with the following requested items. 
 
    1.    Shampoo and Conditioner or 2-in-1 (full size) 
    2.    Bar of Soap 
    3.    Washcloth 
    4.    Toothbrush and Toothpaste 
    5.    Shaving Cream and Razor (men) 
    6.    Tampons & Pads (women) 
    7,    Lotion, Chap-stick, Dental Floss, Deodorant, Antimicrobial Wipes 
    8.    Optional:  Mouthwash, nail file/nail clippers, comb, brush, hair ties, etc. 
 
If this list is too much for you to purchase alone, consider partnering with one or two others to make a bag or two. 
 
Let's make the date for return of the complete Personal Care Kits Sunday, January 7, 2018. 
 
If you are interested, there are other needs and opportunities to volunteer for the Homeless Stand Down listed on 
the HandsOn Northeast Ohio Website. 
 



 

 

Poinsettia orders are due Sunday, December 10th: They are $7.00 each. Please call your order 
into the church office and then mail your check to the church. 

 
 
 
 
From the Hospitality Committee: The committee will be providing the meal (chili, cornbread, coleslaw, and 
cookies) for the Wed Eve Advent supper with Peace Lutheran and Disciples Christian Church. Though we are not 
asking for help with the Wed eve meal,  we are seeking help with the Advent lunch on Sunday, December 17th. 
The meal will be ham and sweet potato casserole, a vegi option, spinach salad with apples and oranges, cranberry 
sauce, bread, and ice cream. There is a sign-up sheet for the Advent Lunch on the bulletin board in FH. 
 
Thanks so much to everyone who: 
  -bought ingredients, brought bowls and measuring cups 
  -chopped ingredients, cooked ingredients 
  -assembled ingredients into casseroles and salads and cranberry sauce 
  -got things in the oven on time 
  -sat in the kitchen during the whole service to keep an eye on things 
  -set up and refilled drinks 
   -heated things up and cooled things down 
   -set tables and counted chairs 
   -provided fancy chafing dishes and sterno 
   -baked a truly gorgeous cake 
   -cleaned up and washed a mountain of dishes 
   -stored and distributed leftovers 
all for Eric's ordination supper.  

With much love from the Hospitality Team 
 

Movie Night: This month’s movie will be on Friday, December 15th at 7pm in the Chapel. The movie title 
will  be announced in the bulletins or you can call the church office. Plan to join us!   

 
Used greeting card collection resumes: Ann Randall has shared that residents of Breckenridge use the fronts of 
used greeting cards to make new ones, so we will start collecting them again (in addition to any unwanted unused 
cards). Breckenridge does not, however, want Christmas cards.  ~~From PW 
 
Have a Very Merry Crockpot Christmas: Quick, easy & delicious! Make your favorite crockpot meal or soup 
for this joyous occasion. Join us on Christmas Eve after worship service for a delicious meal before going home to 
enjoy your holiday festivities.  
 

 
December Birthdays 

8th       Julia Babic    21st  Noelle Koch  
11th       Willie Johnston, Scott Anderson 22nd   Nan Dorer 
13th   Vicki Kanka    26th  Barbara Wherley  
17th  Celinda Miller    28th Phyllis Wherley 
18th   Joan Webster     

  
 
 
 
 



Prayer Families: (one for each day of the month) 
  1. Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano 
  2. Vince Manzano 
  3. Audrey Miller 
  4. Lynne Miller, Jeff Babic & Julia Babic 
  5.   Marjorie Miller 
  6.   R.J. Miller 
  7.   Mazo Beawin, Isaac, Scott, Matthew & Beihou Monah  
  8. Tom Monah 
  9. Marianne & Bob Pescho 
10. Mickie Razek 
11. Karen Reinke 
12. Katie Ritzmann 
13. Joanne Westin & Roy Ritzmann  
14. Bethany Rudy 
15. Linda & Tom Rudy 
16. Tyler Rudy 
17. George Smith 
18. Carolyn Sugiuchi 
19.   Leslie Sugiuchi, Scott Anderson & Logan Sugiuchi Anderson 
20. Mark Sugiuchi 
21. Marcy Sykes 
22.   Chuck Szaniszlo 
23. Marge & Bob Szaniszlo 
24. Joan & Chuck Webster 
25.   Margaret Webster 
26. Sarah Webster 
27. Barbara & Richard Wherley 
28. Cathie Wherley 
29. James Wherley 
30. #Metoo 
31. Wildlife who will weather the winter 
 
 
 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
December 3rd:    Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalms 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Cor. 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 
December 10th: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalms 85:1-2,8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
December 17th: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalms 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thess. 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
December 24th: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalms 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
December 31st: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalms 148; Gal. 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who have served last month! 
Worship Leader:   Rev. Meredith White, Maria Bernardo 
Lay Leaders:    Marcelo Atanasio, Maria Bernardo, Willie Johnston, Karen Reinke  
Communion Servers:    Maria Bernardo, Willie Johnston, Jonell Levinson, Meredith White  
Usher and Greeter:    Marcelo Atanasio 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:   Maria Bernardo, Lorna Johnston, Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women 
Offering Collection:    Julia Babic, Judith Beeler, Maria Bernardo, Madalyne Levinson 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Pastoral Care:  Contact Pastor Meredith White at 216/906-3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com  
Pastor Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 
Stephanie Johnson, Office Manager Hours:  Monday-Friday 9am-12noon,  
 

DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday bulletin”. 
 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”.  
 
*If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the “Window” please  
get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 
 
          2017    2018    2019 

Debbie Manzano  Jonell Levenson  Cynthia Johnston 
Isaac Monah   Chuck Szaniszlo  John Luttermoser 
Bob Szaniszlo   Joanne Westin (Clerk) Carolyn Sugiuchi 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 

5am - 7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

2 
 

3 First Sunday of Advent 
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am: Worship/Communion/Choir 
11:30 am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
11:30 am: Children’s Church School 
(Rainbow Rm.) & Adult Discussions  
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

4 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 

5 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm -2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 
 

6 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
6:30pm-8pm: Advent  
Gathering (Peace Lutheran) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous  (103) 
 

7 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
6pm-7pm:  Discipleship 
(Chapel) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 
 

8 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
11:30am: Church Women 
United Tea (Church of the 
Savior) 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

9 
 

10 Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
12 pm:  Abundant Praise(Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
*Gift Card Orders Due 

11 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm -9 pm: Narcotics 
Anonymous (Fellowship 
Hall) 
 
 

12 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
7-9pm: Session (Chapel) 
 

13 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
3pm-4:30pm: Recovery 
(Chapel) 
6:30pm-8pm: Advent  
Gathering (NRPC) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 

14 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 

15 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
7pm: Movie Night “TBA” 
(Chapel) 

 

16 
 

17 Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship/Choir/Guitars 
11:30am: Fellowship Hour (FH) 
12noon: Advent Lunch/Silent 
Auction/Talent Show (Kitchen, 
Fellowship Hall) 
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
1:15-3:30pm: Recovery (Lib.) 
2:15-4:45pm: Shiksha Daan (Chapel) 
 

18 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

19 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

20 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
6:30pm-8pm: Advent  
Gathering (Disciples 
Christian Church) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
 

21 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm - 9 pm:  Abundant 
Praise (Library) 
 
 

 

22 
5am -5pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
6pm: Bible Study (Chapel) 
 

23 
 

24 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Eve 
9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am:  Community Meal (FH) 
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
5pm: Christmas Eve Service  

25 
     Merry Christmas! 
Daycare & Church office 
Closed 
7pm-9 pm:  
Narcotics Anonymous 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 

26 
Daycare & Church office 
Closed 
12pm-2pm: Abundant 
Praise (Sanctuary) 
 

27 
5am-7pm: Preschool 
1pm-3:30pm: Recovery 
(Library) 
7pm-8:30 pm: Emotions 
Anonymous (Room 103) 
 

28 
5am -7pm: Preschool 
7pm: Girl Scout Parents 
Meeting (Spectrum) 
7pm-9 pm:  Abundant Praise 
(Library) 
 

29 
5am -3pm: Preschool 
4pm -6pm:  Girl Scouts 
(Spectrum) 
 

30 

31 
10am:  Worship 
11:30am:  Fellowship Hour (FH) 
12pm:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary) 
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 


