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The Designated Pastor Nominating Committee, the Session and the entire congregation of Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church heartily welcome Meredith Anne White as our new Pastor! We have all been getting to 
know her and her partner Susan Strohm over the past couple of months and we already feel they are part of the 
Noble Road family. Meredith will be truly 100% official once confirmed at the September Presbytery meeting, 
but we are not waiting for that to celebrate and to get Meredith settled in the long empty pastor’s office. She is 
now taking over most duties of a pastor including providing pastoral care, though keep in mind that her position 
is only three quarter time and we will all need to help fill in that fourth quarter. Maria Bernardo will be stepping 
down as Pastoral Assistant with a huge thanks for all she has been doing to keep the church going while we were 
seeking a pastor (see next article). 

Meredith actually grew up right here in Cleveland Hts. She is one of those rare individuals who has successfully 
managed to make the transition from east side to west side, and she now lives in Lakewood.  She earned a 
BA in Peace and Conflict Studies from Kent State University in 1996, and received a M.Div. from Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 2003. Underscoring her versatility, Meredith has worked as a church 
secretary (at Fairmount Presbyterian), coordinator of a women’s center, a Hebrew tutor, and a chaplain intern in 
a hospital. For seven years she served as Organizing Pastor for the Phoenix Project, a storefront church providing 
a safe space and vibrant worship for folks some would consider to be “on the fringes” of society. She led weekly 
Bible study for a group that included two atheists, two Jewish people, a Pentecostal and three Presbyterians. (I 
would love to have been a fly on the wall to hear their discussions!)  Meredith described her time with Phoenix 
as “a beautiful expression of the vitality of the Holy Spirit and the veracity of the Gospel promise.” Maybe we can 
convince her to write an article about her Phoenix experiences for this newsletter. 

Most recently, Meredith has held the position of Praise and Worship leader for the Sunday evening service at 
Old Stone Church in Cleveland. She plays the guitar and I’m sure we can look forward to many Sundays of 
“creative worship” and the continued welcome of all to our worship, to our building and into our hearts. For now, 
welcome to Meredith! 



2

 
The entire congregation owes a hearty thanks to Maria Bernardo for her service as Pastoral Assistant – a position 
which evolved to include most of the duties of a pastor. While we were in a time of seeking and soul-searching, 
Maria led us with reassurance and love. Her sermons were always gems of insight and wisdom. Can you think of 
a person whose faith is stronger, whose warmth is more welcoming, or whose understanding of the grace of God 
is stronger? I can’t. God works through Maria in so many ways - from preparing soup for a man who is abusive 
to her, to joyously performing a marriage at the Pride festival, to offering a ride to a stranger even when she is 
feeling tired, to explaining what “he died for our sins” might mean, to helping others endure loss and sadness. 
She does it all.

Luckily, Maria will still be with us and she has already agreed to take on so many roles she will probably not get 
a moment of the rest she so richly deserves. Already plans are afoot for her to run a children’s choir with Willie; 
take charge of adult discussion, leading the first one on ”what the Bible says about homosexuality”; and plan 
a fasting prayer event with Audrey Miller. So the PA title and the pittance of a salary are gone, but the service 
continues unabated. Thanks so much, Maria!

 
While we are thanking people, there is another person who deserves very special, loud and grateful thanks. Yes, 
we have all been busy keeping the church functioning as our numbers have dwindled and we have been without 
a pastor or a secretary in the office. But this person has been truly exceptional. Do you just take the bulletin and 
the window for granted? Well this person compiles all the new information, deletes the old information, checks 
with people to see if they have contributions, edits the calendar of events, and keeps all the information current. 
Oh and did I mention that she also proofreads? 

Do you just take it for granted that many groups rent our building and keep our budget supplied with money 
thus allowing the church to exist? This person negotiates with all these groups, keeps track of their payments in 
an organized fashion, schedules them around church events, and generally tries to keep them (and us) happy.

Have you ever thought about how the communion elements magically appear the first Sunday of the month, how 
the FH is cleaned up after the community meal on the fourth Sunday of the month, how people are organized 
to take care of a rummage sale, how people are scheduled for teaching church school, or where novel ideas for 
getting people back in church come from? Well, this person has a big hand in all those things too. By now, of 
course, you all know I am talking about Judy Beeler. So thank you to Judy! (And Judy you are not allowed to 
delete this from the Window!)
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Dougbe   River   School   Gala


Save the Date:  Dougbe River School Gala:  Sunday, October 25, 2015 
at 5:30 p.m. at The Banquet Center at St. Noel; 35200 Chardon Road; 
Willoughby Hills, OH  

Please make plans now to attend the Dougbe River School Gala. Your ticket 
will entitle you to one drink and heavy hors d’oeurves, along with a night of 
silent auction bidding, live auction bidding, a wine pull, and many ways to 
learn more about the school and support the school with your checkbook. 

Tickets are $50/person or a Friends’ Pack of 8 tickets for $350 - a savings 
of $50 over individual ticket prices. Please register online at DRPSL.com 
or search for Dougbe River School on Eventbrite.com and make your 
reservation.  You may also make a reservation by calling Rosemarie at 
Lyndhurst Church at 440/442-2331. Admission fees are payable at the event. 



Dougbe River Fundraiser Seeking Auction Donations:  The Fundraiser 
Committee for the Dougbe River Gala on October 25 is seeking silent 
auction items. You may donate items or services. Joanne has donated two 
apple pies and Jonell has donated a basket of muffins. What are your talents 
that can be shared for the benefit of the school? Do you have sport or 
entertainment tickets you wish to donate?  
We are also seeking bottles of wine for the wine pull. Wine must be valued 
at a minimum of $10/bottle. 
Please see Barbara Wherley about donating! Thank you. 
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The Ultimate Recycle Event, aka, Rummage Sale at NRPC will be held on Saturday, September 
05, 2015, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Weather permitting; we will focus the sale in the playground 
and Fellowship Hall.  If we need to move the inside, we will.   Along with the traditional items 
found at a Rummage Sale, we will also have a Bake Sale, a Plant Sale, a lunch counter, adult 
and children’s clothing, furniture, music and some activities for children.  Start cleaning those 
drawers, cupboards, closets, basements and garages and fill a box or two for the sale.  Bring your 
items to the church on Thursday, September 03, 2015 after 6:00 pm or Friday, September 04, 
2015.  If you need to bring them earlier than that, please contact Judith Beeler.  A sign-up sheet 
has been placed in Fellowship Hall so you can identify how you will help on the day of the sale.  
We hope you will come. 

Office Coverage:  We are hopeful to have volunteers available in the church office to answer the 
phone, pick up phone messages and bring in the mail several days per week for a few hours.  If you 
would be able to assist with this office coverage, please contact Linda Rudy at 216.397.0586.

First Aid Kit:  An All-Purpose First Aid Kit has been placed in the workroom.

Help needed for Sunday Activities in September:  There are needs for Lay Leader on 
09/06/2015, 09/13/2015 and 09/27/2015.  There is a need for 4 communion servers (Elders or 
Deacons) on 09/06/2015.  The sign-up book is in Fellowship Hour on Sundays after worship or 
in the office at other times.  Thank you for your consideration of these requests.

Stephen Ministry:  The Church in Aurora, 146 S. Chillicothe Road, is offering a introductory 
workshop for the Stephen Ministry.  The purpose of the Stephen Ministry is to equip laypeople 
to provide Christ Centered Care.   A couple folks from the Discipleship Committee are going 
to attend to find out more about it.  All are welcome.  The workshop is Saturday, September 
19, 2015, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.  The cost is $15.00/each or $50.00/congregation.  The topics for 
this workshop include:  (1) Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief; (2) An Introduction to 
the Stephen Ministry and (3) How to Care in a Distinctively Christian Way.  Please let Maria 
Bernardo know if you are interested by September 11, 2015.

Upcoming Work Days:  Please set aside the following dates to help with outside chores, 
e.g. fall clean-up, raking leaves, etc.  Bring your rake, your gloves, loppers to trim trees and 
bushes and any another tools that you find helpful in this effort.  The dates are September 
12, 2015, October 3, 2015 and November 21, 2015.  On October 03 we will be working 
with members from Pioneer Presbyterian Church in Solon. We hope to see you there.

Big Thank You for School Supplies:  Thanks to everyone who donated school supplies to Noble 
Elementary School.  We sent in a full trunk load of supplies for the children.
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Presbyterian Women Start-Up Time:  Presbyterian Women will begin the 2015-2016 program 
year on Monday, September 14, 2015 at 6:30 pm.  Gather in Fellowship Hall for a simple meal 
and a brief business agenda.   Please call Carolyn Sugiuchi, 216.382.6576, if you would like to 
contribute to the meal.  The remainder of the evening will be spent on a service project.  Boxes 
of books stored in the back hall will be organized and given to organizations that can use them.  
This will be a big job!  Consider including PW meetings as you plan your post summer activities.  
Study, service and fellowship guide the agendas.  A list of activities for the months ahead is 
posted on the PW bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  Meetings are the second Monday of the 
month, 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm unless otherwise indicated.  All women are welcome.

A look ahead:  The October meeting of Presbyterian Women will be a review of the book,   
Being Mortal:  Medicine and What Happens in the End by Atul Gawande.  There are currently 
54 copies in the Cuyahoga County Libraries, there are under 5 are available.  There are 86 copies 
in the Cleveland Heights/University Heights libraries, there are under 4 available.  This is a 
popular book.   Plan early to get your copy.

Last Call for Summer:  The community meal on Sunday, September 27, 2015 at 11:30 am will 
celebrate the ending of the summer season.  Bring out those dishes that have been the highlight 
of your summer meals.  Come and enjoy the company of others as well as some great food.

The meal in October (October 25, 2015 at 11:30 am) will be our Harvest Fest. Details will be 
provided at a later date.

Courts of Praise Ministry:  We welcome Courts of Praise Ministry lead by Pastor David Mathis 
back to the Sanctuary on Sunday, September 13, 2015 at 6:30 pm.  Please keep this congregation 
and its leadership in your prayers.

“Come to the Waters” by Judy Record Fletcher:  Several members of the church attended 
an introduction to the Horizon’s Bible Study that Presbyterian Women will be studying later 
this season.  This introduction was provided by the author Judy Record Fletcher, who was 
a remarkable woman.  She has quite a breath of knowledge which she readily shared. (She 
has worked with Mark Koenig in the past on issues of social justice.) The session was held at 
Rocky River Presbyterian Church on Saturday, August 22, 2015.  “Come to the Waters” Bible 
Study is filled with exceptional material that focus on many images of water within the Bible, 
including, Creation, Baptism, Thirst and Longing, God’s Deliverance, Faith, Justice, Forgiveness, 
Compassion and Hope. The study material can be ordered from the Presbyterian Distribution 
Center at 1-800-524-2612 or at www.pcusa.org/store.  The study book is $8.00.  There is a large 
print edition which is $12.00. 



6

Session Committees
Building Use:  Judy Beeler, Moderator, Isaac Monah, Bob Szaniszlo
Buildings & Grounds:  Barbara Wherley, Moderator
Discipleship:  Maria Bernardo, Moderator, Marcelo Atanasio, Judith Beeler, Willie Johnston, 

Cynthia Johnston, Joan Webster
Finance:  Willie Johnston – Moderator, Judy Beeler, Isaac Monah
Hospitality:  Joanne Westin, Moderator
Nominating:  Joanne Westin, Moderator, Cynthia Johnston, Charles Szaniszlo, RJ Miller
Personnel:  Jonell Levenson, Moderator, Linda Rudy, Debbie Gurney

Thank you to those who served last month!

Lay Leaders:Judith Beeler, Joanne Westin, Marcy Sykes, Robert Pescho and Marcelo Atanasio
Communion Preparation:   Joan Webster
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women, Maria Bernardo , Joanne 

Westin and Community Meal/Marcelo Atanasio and Barbara Wherley
Offering Collection:  Illianna, Madalyn and Jonell Levenson, Julia Babic, Andy Keller-

Gipson, Marcelo Atanasio, Matthew and Scott Monah

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS

Pastoral Care:  Contact Meredith White for pastoral concerns.  Call 216.382.0660 (NRPC); 
216.906.3026; or  e-mail:  meredithwz@gmail.com .

Church Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday (hours will vary based on volunteer coverage)

Deadlines:
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com.  Make subject line read, “For NRPC Sunday Bulletin”.

Newsletter articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23th of the month to Gayle Klaber at gklaber@mac.com.   
Make subject line read, “ For NRPC Window”.

If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the Newsletter, please 
get it to Judith Beeler who will see that Gayle receives it by the deadline.
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September Birthdays
  1 Richard Wherley 
  6 Courtney Koch 
11 Leslie Sugiuchi
18 Lynne Miller, Victoria Yu
26 John Luttermoser,  
 Francis Miller
30   Madalyne Levenson

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 
September 06:  Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 

125; James 2: 1-10 (11-13), 14-17;   and 
Mark 7: 24-37

September 13:  Proverbs 1: 20-33; Psalm 19; James 
3:1-12 and Mark 8: 27-38

September 20:  Proverbs 31: 10-31; Psalm 1; James 3: 
13-4:3, 7-8a and Mark 9: 30-37

September 27:  Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 
124; James 5: 13-20 and Mark 9: 38-50

SESSION
2015

Joanne Westin
Barbara Wherley

Erya Yu

2016
Judith Beeler

Maria Bernardo
Willie Johnston

2017
Bob Szaniszlo

Debbie Manzano
Isaac Monah

Prayer Families this month 
  1 Kelly Doran
  2.   Stephanie Doran
  3. Jan Giles
  4.  Pat Harding
  5.   Ann Johnston
  6.   Cynthia and Willie Johnston
  7. Lorna and Steve Johnston
  8.   Genny Kanka
  9.   Vicki Kanka
10. Courtney Koch
11. Yildiz, Troy and Noelle Koch
12. Eric Koenig
13. Sean Koenig
14.   Tricia Dykers and Mark Koenig
15. Earla Kummer
16. John Lane
17. Jonell, Lonny, Illianna and Madalyn Levenson
18. Kathryn Little
19. Ann Randall and John Luttermoser
20. Scott Luttermoser
21.  Tim Luttermoser
22.   Ben Manzano
23.   Debbie Gurney and Ron Manzano
24. Vince Manzano
25. Audrey Miller
26.   Lynne Miller, Jeff Babic and Julia Babic
27. Victims of Human Trafficking
28.   Parents, Students & Staff at Noble Road 

Elementary School
29. Parents, Students and Staff at Dougbe River 

Presbyterian School in Liberia
30. Teachers, children and families of Children’s 

Discovery Preschool located within NRPC
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SEvENTEEN WORDS …AND SO MUCH MORE…

In a tradition handed down through the generations, the seventeen 
words found below have been shared as a gift in many a Jewish 
family.  They are considered by some the most important words for 
living a God-centered life.  It is said that they were found written 
secretly on the wall of a concentration camp, as a testimony of faith.

Reflect silently on the words, whether alone or in a group.  Allow 
yourself to be drawn to one particular word, and then to follow your 
thoughts as the Spirit leads.  Why this word?  Why now?

If you keep a journal take time to write out your reflections, or if in a 
group, invite the participants to share their thoughts aloud.

   Prepare    Listen    Smile

   Care     Focus    Choose

   Believe    Relax    Act

   Forgive    Pray     Trust

   Change    Persist    Accept

      Risk     Wait

Source:  From the Office of Spiritual Formation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
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HELP CREATE A WORLD OF PEACE with the 2015 Peace & Global Witness Offering
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God”.   Matthew 5:9

What is important to us?
Peacemaking activities transform cultures of violence into communities of peace. We all 
participate in the creation of our future and can promote peacemaking!

HOW IS MY GIFT USED?
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ 
by addressing the systems of injustice across the world.

To support local peacemaking efforts, congregations keep twenty-five percent of the funds 
raised. Our most recent contribution was to the annual Pride Parade, Rally and Festival in 
Cleveland. Other examples of what local churches have done are: conflict resolution programs in 
schools; advocacy for ending the practice of child soldiers; advocacy against human trafficking; 
helping homeless veterans, families, children; helping people transition from prison; bringing 
hope with clean water.

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received during the Season of Peace, from September 6th 
to October 4th, World Communion Sunday.

The themes for a Season of Peace are:
•	 Building on a solid foundation: respectful dialogue
•	 Teaching the good news of peace: addressing violence in the home
•	 Esteeming each other: responding to bullying
•	 Breaking down the walls of hostility: human trafficking

“The journey of peace is a pilgrimage of our whole selves: spirit and body; heart feet and mind. 
The pursuit of God’s peace is both an inner and outer journey where the well being of one is held 
in the well being of all. In order for us to walk further along this road for peace-full living, we can 
engage both inner and outer aspects of faithful spiritual living. Doing so allows us to become more 
authentic and effective bearers of peace in our world.” 
  See “www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/seasonofpeace/discover-season” for   
  more  informatio about daily reflections.

Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, we can continue our mission of peacemaking 
efforts and bear witness to God’s gift of peace in the world.

Sunday, October 4th, World Communion Sunday is when we unite with people all around 
the world in celebrating the sacrament of communion, and that is when we take up our Peace 
& Global Witness Offering.

Please take this opportunity to give what you can to the Peace & Global Witness Offering. Your 
contributions will give to our future many more times than their monetary value.

Willie Johnston, Finance Team
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    Shiksha Daan  

 

The Gift of Education 
TUTORING FOR GRADES 2-12 

What: An individualized, free, tutoring service for youth in 
math, science, social studies, English reading/writing skills 
When: 2-4 pm on Sunday afternoon [snack is provided] 
  Starting on Sept. 20, 2015 
Where: 2780 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio  
                  [Noble Road Presbyterian Church] 
Why: An opportunity for students to refine and supplement 
their in-school learning on a one-on-one basis 
How: Students will be taught by professionals and high 
performing college and high school students from the Cleveland 
area Asian Indian community 
 The curriculum and study materials used at Shiksha Daan 
have been aligned with the work in local schools 
  In the past Shiksha Daan has been tutoring children of 
Bhutanese refugees in the Cleveland Heights area. Our tutoring 
has resulted in a dramatic increase not only in scores, but in 
understanding of the material as a whole  
If you are interested in helping your child succeed in 
school, please contact: 
Sanjay Garg: shikshadaan.fica@gmail.com; 440-590-1261 
Swati Sathe: swati.sathe90@gmail.com; 440-796-5950 
Aekta Chowksey: chowksey.aekta@gmail.com;  
Attend an Open House on Sept. 13, 2015, 2-4 pm at Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church to learn about the tutoring program and 
to register your child 
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Septem
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Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
15am

 – 7pm
: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

25am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

103)

35am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

5-7  pm
:  D

iscipleship  
(C

hapel)

45am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

5R
um

m
age Sale

9:00 am
 – 3:00 pm

610am
:  W

orship w
ith 
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m
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ship 
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our  

11:30-12:30:  C
hurch 

School (Adult and C
hildren)

12 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

75am
 – 7pm

: Preschool
85am

 – 7pm
: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

7 – 9:00 pm
:  Session

(C
hapel)

95am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

103)

105am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

115am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

12W
ork D

ay
9:00am

 – 12:00pm

1310am
:  W

orship & 
Fellow

ship H
our  

12 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

2:00 pm
:  O

pen H
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Shiksha D
aan Tutoring 

Program
  (C

hapel)
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
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Praise

145am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

6:30 – 9:00 pm
:

Presbyterian W
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en
(Fellow

ship H
all and 

Kitchen)

155am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

7:30-9:30 pm
:  Eastern 

Star (C
hapel)

165am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous  (103)

7:30-9:30pm
:  Eastern 

Star  (C
hapel)

175am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

185am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)
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2010am
:  W

orship & 
Fellow

ship H
our  

12 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

2-4:30pm
:  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel)
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of 

Praise

215am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

7:30 – 9:30 pm
:  

M
asons  (C

hapel)

225am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

235am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

 103)

245am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

7-9pm
:  G

irl Scout Parent 
M

eeting

255am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

26

2710am
:  W

orship 
11:30am

 – 12:30 pm
: 

C
om

m
unity M

eal  
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise 
(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

2-4:30pm
:  Shiksha D

aan  
(C

hapel
6:30- 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of 

Praise

285am
 – 7pm

: Preschool
295am

 – 7pm
: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

305am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

 103)



Mission Statement

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of Jesus Christ.  
We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all.  We welcome and include persons 
without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, gender identity, mental condition, sexual orien-
tation or economic class.  We partner with communities of peace, justice and inclusion.  We share our gifts 
of time, talent and treasure to serve in this community and to grow.  In this day that God has made, we can 
rejoice and be glad.

THE WINDOW 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church
2780 Noble Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121


