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God has a plan and that plan is us.  - Hugh Hollowell 

 

Meredith's Message 

 

By the time you read this, you have probably already sat through a congregational meeting on our current budget 

situation and our projected budget for 2017. If your head is spinning, I don't blame you. I know that my head is 

spinning. You see, finances and accounting are not my strong suit – that is my wife's forte. I have to admit, when I 

look at spreadsheets, my eyes tend to blur out and I try to make shapes out of the colored squares and, when 

people talk finance, my ears tend to do the equivalent.  I have quite a few gifts, but understanding accounting 

simply is not one of them. What I am good at though is telling stories.   

 

Last month, I shared with you a few stories of what it has been like to be your Pastor over the past twelve months.  

Although most definitely not comprehensive, I attempted to give a picture of what makes our Church a unique, 

compassionate, and wonderful place. This month, I would like to share with you the story that is told (or not) by 

our annual budget and our financial situation. I will do this knowing that you know that my grasp of these things 

can be a bit tenuous at times. Thanks in advance for your patience. 

 

Our financial calendar begins in January of each year, but really, it begins long before that as the finance 

committee (Willie, Judy, Isaac, RJ, and Susan) look over what we receive and spend over the course of each year.  

Sometime around October, the finance committee speaks with all of the other committees to get a sense of what 

their expenses might be for the coming year. This is the information that is used to create what we call a 

'challenge budget'. This document represents our best efforts to know what we will receive and spend in the 

coming year. We call it a 'challenge budget' because it is the challenge we are facing to maintain our congregation 

for the coming year and it requires us to make sure that we have the income to offset the expenses of continuing 

our vital ministry at the corner of Noble and Kirkwood. 

 

When you look at our budget for 2017, you will see that the majority of our expenses are in the categories of staff 

(54%) and building repairs (34%).  There are good reasons for this but, unfortunately, it does not tell our whole 

story.  Hopefully you are aware of the ways in which our building serves as community space – not only for the 

Discovery Preschool but also for another congregation, numerous support groups, the girl scouts, and a variety of 

other community activities. In order to provide this level of community outreach, we are responsible to maintain 

the building as a safe and functional space for those who use it. Over the past year we have had additional 

expenses to repair the furnaces, fix some electrical problems, and update the fire alarm system.  We are currently 
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looking into ways to reduce our costs for our utilities and also reduce our carbon footprint by replacing many of 

our outdated lights with eco-friendly led lighting (unfortunately this will be an additional initial expense). Our 

building is one of our primary resources that serves this neighborhood.   

 

The largest expense we have is our staff of three (and a half). This includes me; your ¾ pastor, Stephanie; our ½ 

time office manager, and Victoria; our very part time music director. Additionally, we also contract with Ann to 

be our accountant (thank God for Ann). Each of us work diligently to ensure that the ministry of this church runs 

smoothly and effectively for our members as well as those that use the building. Many of the things we do are 

what you would expect from a traditional Presbyterian Church – we plan and prepare worship and music, we 

facilitate the work of our committees, we make sure the bills are paid, and we provide pastoral care and support to 

our members. In many ways, we are the support staff that enables this congregation to engage in the work of 

discipleship without having to get caught up in the day-to-day details of running a building and maintaining our 

community. As your Pastor, I hope that I have lived into your expectations that I would work to train and equip 

you (the saints) for the work of ministry and discipleship (see Ephesians 4:12). 

 

In the end, that is our purpose here at Noble Road Presbyterian Church – to be the saints, engaged in the work of 

ministry in this community and throughout the world. In order to do that well, we need all of us to bring our gifts 

to the table – and we do. We need spiritual inspiration and care which often comes through worship and 

communal prayer. We need fellowship and support which happens whenever we gather as a community for meals, 

movies, coffee or the many other gatherings we have. We need times for digging deeper into the challenges and 

lessons of our faith and that happens through our Christian Education, Bible Studies, Presbyterian Women 

meetings, and other special events. We need a base of operations for our outreach and mission which is our 

building. I am sure that Judy would prefer not to collect all the holiday angel gifts in her living room before they 

are delivered and Marcelo may or may not appreciate if everyone just showed up at his place for Sunday Brunch.  

What we do here at Noble and Kirkwood makes a difference in our lives and in the life of our community. If that 

means that I have to figure out how to understand a spreadsheet then I am willing to give it my best effort. I hope 

you will too.    ~~~ Pastor Meredith 

 

Vacation: Pastor Meredith will be on vacation Nov. 8th – Nov. 15th returning to the office on Nov. 16th. 

Please call the church office or Maria Bernardo at 216/407-0517 for emergencies. Maria will lead Bible study on 

Nov. 10th and preaching on Nov. 13th. 

 

Presbyterian Women Meeting: Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, November 15th, at 6:30 pm 

in Fellowship Hall. We will conclude our Bible study, “Who Is Jesus?” chapters 6-8. These lessons 

include Non-canonical Gospels, the major Abrahamic Faiths, and contemporary writings led by Cathi 

Wherley. Please come prepared to share your perspectives, concerns and questions. Our hostess is Joan 

Webster, please call her at 216/258-6026, if you plan to attend and if you would like to contribute to 

the meal. 

 

Remember that we will be collecting our 2016 Thank Offering. For details, see the “2016 Thank 

Offering Observance” article below and for full descriptions see the PW bulletin board. 

 

2016 Thank Offering Observance: Presbyterian Women will collect our Thank Offering at our 

November 15th meeting. This offering will support mission projects by funding grant proposal 

recipients. In 2015 the PW Creative Ministries Offering Committee received 71 requests. Twenty-two 

were chosen – 8 are international and 14 are in the United States; these grants totaled $510,088 for 

serving people. One grant went to our Synod - First Church Marysville is establishing a “Family to 

Family Furniture Bank”. The listing of recipients and descriptions of mission projects is posted in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Please come prepared to participate in this offering for missions; PW considers this second-mile 

giving, supporting this effort generously since its beginning in 1888. 

 

 



FourChurch: On Wednesday, December 14th, we will be welcoming our friends from Bethlehem and Hope 

Lutheran Churches to share a meal and a brief worship service.  We will let you know the menu and how you can 

help as the day draws near.   

 

FourChurch Advent Schedule - Communal Meal and Worship Service: 

November 30th  Hope Lutheran Church  2222 N. Taylor Rd. 

December 7th    Bethlehem Lutheran Church  3740 Mayfield Rd. 

December 14th  Noble Road Presbyterian Church    2780 Noble Rd. 

December 21st   We will not have a meal but are planning to have a Blue Christmas service for those who 

experience the pain of loss and isolation during the holiday season. Location will be 

announced at a later date. 

November Movie Night: Join us for Movie Night at Noble Road on Nov. 18th at 6:30pm in the Chapel.  

Enjoy the movie and a brief discussion afterward. Bring your own snacks. The movie for November has not yet 

been decided. Watch for it in the Sunday bulletins or you can call the church office. 

 

Ten Thousand Villages: Our yearly fundraising efforts for the DRPSL at Ten Thousand Villages will take place 

on Nov. 16th from 11am-8pm.  Once again, 15% of all sales will go to the DRPSL. Please be sure to have the 

attached coupons that are in this newsletter or remember to mention the cause. Please share your coupons with 

family and friends. Thank you for your support. 

 

“A Thanksgiving of Plenty” Community Meal: An abundance of thanks to all entering the upcoming days of 

joy, sharing and giving. The Thanksgiving Community Meal is the place to start.  Sign up to share a dish and plan 

to join us Sunday, November 27th at 11:30 am in Fellowship Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 
10th    Cynthia Johnston  22nd  Cathie Wherley 

13th  Ann Johnston   24th Roy Ritzmann 

18th  Debbie Gurney Manzano 26th Marie Bell 

19th  Maria Bernardo  28th Bob Pescho, Westin Budin 

21st  Scott Monah   30th Vivian Razek 

 

Prayer Families: (one for each day of the month) 

  1. Joanne Westin & Roy Ritzmann 

  2. Bethany Rudy 

  3. Linda & Tom Rudy 

  4. Tyler Rudy 

  5.   George Smith 

  6.   Carolyn Sugiuchi 

  7.   Leslie Sugiuchi, Scott Anderson & Logan Sugiuchi Anderson  

  8. Mark Sugiuchi 

  9. Marcy Sykes 

10. Chuck Szaniszlo 

11. Marge & Bob Szaniszlo 

12. Joan & Chuck Webster 

13. Margaret Webster 

14. Sarah Webster 

15. Barbara & Richard Wherley 



 

 

16. Cathie Wherley 

17. James Wherley 

18. Susan Wherley 

19.   Rev. Meredith White 

20. Mary Williams 

21. Emmanuel Wright 

22.   Megan & Ebon Zimmerman 

23. Marcelo Atanasio & Andrew Keller-Gipson 

24. Judith Beeler 

25.   Maria Bernardo 

26. Christine Boja 

27. Ed & Nancy Brown 

28. Phillis & Jay Brown 

29. Cassie, Dan & Westin Budin 

30. Safety of winter weather driving 

31. Patients & families dealing with addiction 

 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 

November 6th: Hag. 1:15b-2:9; Psalm: 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98; 2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38  

November 13th: Isa. 65:17-25; Isa. 12; 2 Thess. 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

November 20th: Jer. 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; Col. 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

November 27th: Isa. 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

 

 

Thank you to those who have served last month! 
Worship Leader:   Rev. Meredith White 

Lay Leaders:  Marcelo Atanasio, Illianna Levenson, Matthew Monah, Scott Monah, Bob Pescho 

& Joanne Westin  

Communion Preparation: Judy Beeler 

Communion Servers:    Maria Bernardo, Lynne Miller, Carolyn Sugiuchi & Joanne Westin 

Usher and Greeter:    Marcelo Atanasio 

Fellowship Hour Hosts:   Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women, Chuck Szaniszlo & Joan Webster  

Offering Collection:    Marcelo Atanasio, Julia Babic, Andy Keller-Gibson, Illianna Levenson,  

Madalyne Levenson, Scott Monah  

 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Pastoral Care:  Contact Pastor Meredith White at 216/906-3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com  

Pastor  Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 

Stephanie Johnson, Office Manager Hours:  Monday-Friday 9am-12noon,  

 

DEADLINES: 

Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 

nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday Bulletin”. 

 

Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 

Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”.  

 

*If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the “Window” please get it 

to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
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THE WINDOW 

 

Session 
 

          2016     2017    2018 

Judith Beeler    Debbie Manzano  Jonell Levenson 

Maria Bernardo   Isaac Monah   Chuck Szaniszlo 

Willie Johnston   Bob Szaniszlo   Joanne Westin (Clerk) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 


