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We confess our sins, not to dwell in our failings but to experience God’s abundant grace.
Thoughts from Pastor Meredith

These are the words that often introduce what is often seen as the most uncomfortable part of  our Sunday 
worship:  the Prayer of  Confession.  It is certainly understandable that confession makes us uncomfortable, 
and to be honest, it probably should. However, it is also, as they say… good for the soul. As Presbyterians, 
we practice corporate confession as a part of  our weekly worship service. In our service at Noble Road, this 
part of  the service is called the Prayer of  Awareness and Reconciliation but it serves the same purpose. It 
normally happens prior to the reading of  the Scripture of  the day and is thought to help prepare our hearts 
and minds for the right hearing of  the Word of  God. Our Book of  Order tells us that through our prayer of  
confession, we acknowledge repentance for what we as individuals and as a people have done or left undone 
(w-2.1002) and confess the reality of  sin in personal and common life (W – 3.3301d). 

Many people experience this practice as uncomfortable for the reason that as an individual, one may not 
feel that they are not responsible for the particular ‘sins’ named in our prayers. Others may believe that 
confession should be a private act of  personal repentance. While these beliefs and feelings are valid I 
believe they reflect a basic misunderstanding of  the purpose and practice of  corporate confession in our 
tradition. The first reflects a legalistic understanding of  what it means to confess, that it is an admission 
of  wrongdoing. The second naturally follows from that perspective in that, if  I have wronged someone, 
it is a matter to be resolved between myself  and the person I have wronged. Certainly, this is what is 
encouraged in Matthew 5: 23-24 where it says “So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if  you 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and 
go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift”. However, confession, 
as it is practiced in our tradition, can also be understood as a statement of  how things are, or even an 
acknowledgement of  reality. It is not a coincidence that we speak of  both our Confessions of  Faith and 
Confessions of  Sin because in both statements, we are confessing what we believe to be true regarding 
who we are in relation to God and God’s creation. When we confess the reality of  sin and brokenness in 
our world, we are humbling ourselves before God and asking for God’s help. We are confessing that we 
recognize that the reality of  sin still prevents many of  us and our brothers and sisters from living in and 
enjoying God’s Kin-dom and we are committing ourselves to participating in changing that reality. 

continued at the bottom of  page 6
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Pastor Office Hours:  Pastor Meredith is looking forward to meeting everyone -- please make an 
appointment (216.906.3016) or just stop by her office anytime to visit. She will be in the office at the 
following times:  Mondays; 9am – 5pm; Wednesdays, 9am – 4pm; Thursdays 11am – 7 pm. She will 
be working at home on Tuesdays, please feel free to call her if you need anything (216.906.3016).

From the Pastor:  I am deeply grateful for the hard work done by the members and friends of 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church to host the Presbytery for my Installation Service. It was a 
fantastic celebration and the reception afterwards was beautiful. This community has truly blessed 
me with a generous welcome and I am thrilled to be here.  
With Peace and Blessings, Pastor Meredith

Congregational meeting:  The Session has called a congregational meeting following worship 
on Sunday, November 8, 2015 in the sanctuary. The purposes of the meeting are as follows:  (1) 
voting on a change in the Bylaws regarding the composition of the Nominating Committee; 2) 
electing elders in the Class of 2018 and members of the Nominating Committee; and 3) hearing 
the Challenge Budget.

Office Coverage:  We are hopeful to have volunteers available in the church office to answer the 
phone, pick up phone messages and bring in the mail several days per week for a few hours. If you 
would be able to assist with this office coverage, please contact Linda Rudy at 216.397.0586.

Help needed for Sunday Activities in November:  There are needs for Lay Leader on 11/01/15, 
11/08/2015 and 11/22/2015. There is a need for 4 communion servers on 11/01/2015. There is a 
need for a Fellowship Hour host on 11/29/2015. The sign-up book is in Fellowship Hour on Sundays 
after worship or in the office at other times. Thank you for your consideration of these requests.

Calling All rakers - Workday Sat. Nov. 21:   The final workday of the year will be held on 
Saturday, November 21 from 9:00 a.m. – Noon and we need every able-bodied congregant to 
come and help remove the leaves from our massive property (or so it seems when you are raking 
endless leaves!)  Last year we were still raking in December because of the November snows. 
Here’s hoping we’ll be able to get it all raked on November 21.  PLEASE COME

Cost of maintaining Our building:  Session asked Buildings and Grounds to give everyone a feel 
for how much it costs to maintain our building. Here is a sampling from the last two months.
•	 Painting the East exterior side and repairing and painting the large narthex windows:  $3000.00
•	 Down payment on snowplowing:  $525.00
•	 Pest Control:  Yellow Jackets and Mice:  $280.00
•	 Semi-Annual Stove Exhaust Hood inspection and Cleaning:  $375.00
•	 Repair of Kirkwood Door Lock:  $150.00  
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A bIG THANK YOU to Carolyn Sugiuchi and Jan Giles for covering the office on Mondays  and 
Tuesdays. Their volunteer hours have been most helpful. Please thank them when you see them.

Presbyterian Women November meeting:  Dining, Giving, Working:  Presbyterian Women will 
meet Monday, November 09, 2015 at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. We will dine together, give to 
the annual Thank Offering (more details in Window) and work on the banners project. Judith 
Beeler will be our hostess; please call her (216.291.8352) of you plan to attend and if you would 
like to contribute to the meal. Wear work clothes as we will be in the attic.
Consider including PW meetings as you plan your schedule. Study, service and fellowship 
guide the agendas. A list of activities for the months ahead is posted on the PW bulletin board 
in Fellowship Hall. Meetings are the second Monday of the month, 6:30 pm 9:00 pm unless 
otherwise indicated. All women are welcome.

Wednesday,  November 04, 2015 at 7:00pm-- 2015 Paul Sherry Lecture:  featuring Sister 
Simone Campbell, SSS, Executive Director of Network, a national Catholic social justice lobby 
and the organizer of the nationwide “Nuns on the Bus” campaign. The presentation will be given 
at South Euclid United Church of Christ, 4217 Bluestone, South Euclid, OH  44121. Further 
information is posted on the Kirkwood bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs.

Join the Ignatian Spirituality Project (ISP) and the Ignatian volunteer Corps (IvC)-
Cleveland for An Evening of Hope at St. Ignatius High School on November 07. A 6:30 pm 
reception and presentation of the Company of Grace and Madonna della Strada Awards will be 
followed by a one-man, one-act presentation of the spiritual journey of writer-monk Thomas 
Merton by actor and playwright James Nagle. Tickets for the evening are $25.00 and can be 
purchased at http://www.tiny.cc/eveningof hope2015. All proceeds will benefit ISP and IVC 
to provide services making a difference for those living on the margins of our community. For 
further information contact Linda Catanzaro (ISP) at 216.409.4997 or Cathy Duer (IVC) at 
216.574.6300.

Quire Cleveland will be performing in November. Admission is free and no tickets are 
required.
•	 November 07, 2015 at 7:30 pm:  Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 1007 Superior Ave E. 

Cleveland, and 
•	 November 08, 2015 at 4:00pm:  Painesville United Methodist Church, 71 N. Park Pl. Painesville
For more information, go to QuireCleveland.org.
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Presbyterian Women Thank Offering:  Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering was established 
in 1888 by Eliza Clokey of Springfield, Ohio.  She urged women to give one dollar in addition to 
her contribution to the General Missionary Society of the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America as a “special Thank offering to the Lord”. Since that time literally thousands of mission 
efforts in this country and around the world have received support from the millions of mission 
dollars raised.
Last year 62 applications for grants were received; 32 grants were awarded. Twenty-two mission 
projects were in the United States and ten were international. The greatest emphasis is on health 
projects. One of the chosen projects is in our Synod  of the Covenant. “Care!  Not Crisis!”  
addresses persistent and severe mental health problems and is located in Columbus, OH. All the 
projects selected are working with people in need and have the goal of bringing assistance and 
experiences that will be life changing.
Presbyterian Women will receive their Thank offering at their November 09, 2015 meeting 
which will be held in Fellowship Hall. (See article about meeting on page of 3 this publication)  
Congregants who are interested are invited to contribute. If writing a check, please note  “PW 
Thank  Offering” on the memo line.

We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s blessing:  Come give thanks for the bountiful 
community meals. Get an early start to Thanksgiving. We will gobble together at our community 
meal on Sunday, November 22, 2015, 11:30am – 12:30 pm.

The Arts of Thanksgiving:  One of Cleveland’s longest standing and most beautiful inter-
religious celebrations. The arts of thanksgiving will take place this year on Monday, November 
23, 2015, from 6-9pm at B’nai Jeshurun. This event features visual and performing artist from 
all faiths and cultural backgrounds in a joyous expression of gratitude to God for the many 
blessings in our lives and most especially for the beautiful diversity in our city. The arts of 
thanksgiving originated as a program of InterAct Cleveland and was one of its shining jewels. 
Join us and help keep this program strong!

Thanksgiving Church Services:  This year our FourChurch group will not be having a 
Thanksgiving service as we have had in the past. There are, however, two community services 
that are available for us to attend.
1. Monday, November 23, 2015, 6:00 – 9:00 pm at B’nai Jeshurun Congregation, 27501 

Fairmount Blvd, Pepper Pike, OH. (see article above)
2. Tuesday, November 22, 2015 at 7:00 pm at Bethany Covenant Church,  5120  Ridgebury  

Road  (corner of Richmond and Ridgebury), Lyndhurst, OH. This service is sponsored by 
churches in the Hillcrest area.
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Hats and Gloves for Noble Elementary School:   It is time once again to begin purchasing 
hats, gloves, and mittens (no sweatpants this year) for the children of Noble Elementary School 
so that those who never began the winter with them, or those who cannot afford to replace 
those which are lost, can be warm this winter. I spoke with the social worker and she told me, 
again, that they went through their entire inventory of our donations last winter because of the 
extreme cold. Please place your donations in the labeled box in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you.                      
Small Group Mission Group

rain, Snow, Sleet?  Don’t let inclement weather this winter cause you to miss church service on 
Sunday. If you are unable to attend church due to lack of transportation, Action Taxi will get you 
to and from church free of charge and will be available beginning after Thanksgiving. Simply fill 
out the (soon to be provided) cards with the pertinent information and place them in the box in 
the church office. All requests for rides must be in the box by Thursday every week. Contact me, 
Earl M. Thomas, at 216-647-3661 if you have any questions.
Action Taxi, serving the Lord since 2015.

Update on Grace Lutheran Church:  As many of you read in the Sun Newspaper, the sale of 
Grace Lutheran Church has progressed to a reality. On Sunday, November 22, 2015, Grace 
Lutheran Church will  hold its last service of worship. The Assistant to the Bishop of the 
Lutheran Church will be at the service to deconsecrate the space. As one of our FourChurch 
participants, many of us have gotten to know some of their members well.
Please keep the members of Grace in your prayers as they prepare to change some very 
significant relationships and identify where their next church home will be. Let’s hope that many 
of their members will join with us at our FourChurch Advent meals and programs.

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVED LAST MONTH!

Lay Leaders: Marcelo Atanasio, Judith Beeler, Willie Johnston and Susan Wherley
Communion Preparation:   Carolyn Sugiuchi
Communion Servers:   Maria Bernardo, Judith Beeler, Jan Giles and Joan Webster
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Linda Rudy & Chuck Szaniszlo, Maria Bernardo and 

Community Meal/Marcelo Atanasio 
Offering Collection:   Madalyne and Illianna Levenson, Julia Babic, Scott and Matthew Monah
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OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS

Pastoral Care:  Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com
Pastor Office Hours:  Mondays: 9a – 5p; Wednesdays:  9a – 4p;  Thursdays: 11a – 7p
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday (hours will vary based on volunteer coverage)

DEADLINES:
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com. Make subject line read, “For NRPC Sunday Bulletin”.

Newsletter articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23th of the month to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com. Make subject line read, “ For NRPC Window”.

If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the 
Newsletter, please get it to Judith Beeler who will see that Gayle receives it by the deadline.

Dear Friends of NRPC,
As I prepare to depart to Redstone Highlands, a Presbyterian Retirement Community, 
in North Huntingdon, PA, I am very aware of how much I will miss you all.  And I 
want to thank you for taking in a renegade UCCer.  Thank you for your kindness and 
including me in the many programs and experiences of NRPC and for honoring me by 
invitations to preach on occasion and to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.
I so appreciate the spirit of service exemplified by so many of you.  It has been a 
“holy” challenge to accompany you in living out the Gospel (Matthew 25).  I will miss 
each of you and carry you in my heart.  I leave you with one request – borrowed from 
Pope Francis—Please pray for me.  Now don’t forget.
Adieu,   
Audrey

We confess our sins; continued from first page.
Fortunately for us, the Prayer of  Confession never stands alone. It is always paired with an Assurance of  
Pardon in which the gospel is proclaimed and forgiveness is declared in the name of  Jesus Christ. God’s 
redemption and God’s claim upon human life are remembered (W-3.3301d). In the Assurance of  Pardon, 
we are invited once again to experience God’s grace. We are reminded that God is present with us in every 
moment, creating opportunities for us to be agents of  love, life and reconciliation in a broken and hurting 
world. In this, we are forgiven. 
Pastor Meredith White

This is the second article in what will be an ongoing series about the different parts of  our worship service. They are 
not intended to be comprehensive but to offer some thoughts for possible further conversation. If  you have thoughts or 
suggestions for future articles, please let me know. Pastor Meredith
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November Birthdays
10 Cynthia Johnston
13 Ann Johnston
18 Debbie Gurney Manzano
21 Scott Monah
22 Cathie Wherley
24 Roy Ritzman
25 Marie Bell
28 Bob Pescho, Westin Budin
30 Vivian Razek

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 
November 01: Isaiah 25: 6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21: 

1-6a; John 11: 32-44

November 08: Ruth 3: 1-5; 4:13-17; Psalm 127; 
Hebrews 9: 24-28; Mark 12: 38-44

November 15: 1 Samuel 1: 4-20; 1Samuel 2: 1-10; 
Hebrews 10: 11-14 (15-18); Mark 13: 1-8 

November 22: 2 Samuel 23: 1-7; Psalm 132: 1-12 (13-
18); Revelation 1: 4b-8; John 18: 33-37 

November 29: Jerimiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25: 1-10; 
1Thessalonians 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 25-36

SESSION
2015

Joanne Westin
Barbara Wherley

Erya Yu

2016
Judith Beeler

Maria Bernardo
Willie Johnston

2017
Bob Szaniszlo

Debbie Manzano
Isaac Monah

Prayer Families this month 
1. Mary Williams
  2. Megan and Ebon Zimmerman
  3.   Marcelo Atanasio and Andrew Keller-Gipson
  4.   Michael Barkoot, Jr.
  5.   Judith Beeler
  6.  Maria Bernardo
  7.  Christine Boja
  8.   Ed & Nancy Brown
  9. Phyllis & Jay Brown
10. Cassie, Dan & Westin Budin
11. Rob Butler
12. Kelly and Brandon Cantwell  (formerly Kelly 

Doran)
13. Baolu & Victoria Chen
14. Denise Coletta
15. Delmar Cummings 
16. Sandy Doran
17. Stephanie Doran
18. Nan Dorer
19.  Ivy Dulaney
20.  Jan Giles
21. Pat Harding
22. Ann Johnston
23. Cynthia & Willie Johnston
24. Lorna & Steve Johnston
25. Genny Kanka
26. Vickie Kanka
27. Victims of Natural Disasters
28.   Victims of Gun Violence
29. Victims of Domestic Violence
30. Victims of Child Abuse
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Celebrating Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
at 

Noble Road Presbyterian Church
Date/Time Activity Available Information

Sunday, November 15, 2015 
11:30 am

Intergenerational Planning for 
Advent Candle Lighting

Joan Webster has agreed to 
coordinate this event.

Saturday, November 28, 2015 
9:00 am

Decorate the Church Judith Beeler has agreed to 
coordinate this event.

Wednesday, December 02, 2015
6:30-7:45 pm

Advent meal and program 
with FourChurch

Location:  Hope Lutheran 
Church

Sunday, December 06, 2015 
11:30 am

Making decorations for a 
“bird tree”

Maria Bernardo has agreed to 
coordinate this event.

Wednesday, December 09, 2015
6:30-7:45 pm

Advent meal and program 
with FourChurch

Location:  Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church

Monday, December 14, 2015  
9:30 am  gather in Lobby of 

Judson   Manor

Christmas Caroling at Judson 
Manor (home of Pat Harding)

Joanne Westin and Willie 
Johnston have agreed to 

coordinate
Wednesday, December 16, 2015

6:30-7:45 pm
Advent meal and program 

with FourChurch
 Location:  Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 20, 2015 

11:00am/1:30 pm
Advent Lunch 

and
Advent Silent Auction 

and
Advent Activity

Hostess Committee will plan 
lunch.

R.J. Miller, Jonell Levenson 
& Marcelo Atanasio will 

coordinate the Silent Auction.
Thursday, December 24, 2015   

7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 

pm followed by reception
Vicki Kanka will coordinate 

the reception
Sunday, December 29, 2015   

11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Community Meal Marcelo Atanasio will 

coordinate
Sunday, January 03, 2015

10:00 am
Epiphany Sunday

with

Selection of Epiphany Stars
Saturday, January 09, 2015

9:00 am
Undecorate the Church Judith Beeler has agreed to 

coordinate this event.

In addition…

The Giving Tree will have Christmas gift tags for Children from Holiday Angels &  
Noble Road Elementary School

Exact dates are not known at this time.
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Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
110am

:  W
orship w

ith com
m

union  & 
Fellow

ship 
11:30-12:30:  C

hurch School (Adult 
and C

hildren)
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary)
1-3pm

:  R
ecovery (Library)

1:30 – 4:30 pm
  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel and R
m

. 103)
6:30-8:30 pm

  C
ourts of Praise 

(Sanctuary)

25am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

35am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

45am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

55am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

5-7  pm
:  D

iscipleship  
(C

hapel)

7:00 pm
:  C

hoir Practice
     (C

hoir R
oom

)

65am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

7

810am
:  W

orship/Fellow
ship H

r.
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary)
1-3pm

:  R
ecovery  (Library)

1:30 – 4:30 pm
  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel and R
m

. 103)
6:30-8:30 pm

  C
ourts of Praise 

(Sanctuary)

95am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

6:30 – 9:00 pm
:

Presbyterian W
om

en
(Fellow

ship H
all, 

Kitchen & Sanctuary)

105am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

7:00 – 9:00  pm
   Session 

(C
hapel)

115am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

103)

125am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

135am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

14

1510am
:  W

orship 
11:00-12:30:  Fellow

ship/Inter-
generational Advent Planning
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

1:30-4:30 pm
:  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel and R
m

. 103))
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of Praise 

(Sanctuary)

165am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

7:30 – 9:30 pm
:  

M
asons  (C

hapel)

175am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

7:30 – 9:30 pm
:  Eastern 

Star  (C
hapel)

185am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous  (103)

7:30 – 9:30 pm
:  Eastern 

Star  (C
hapel)

195am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

7:00 pm
:  C

hoir Practice
     (C

hoir R
oom

)

205am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

3 – 6 pm
:  Flu C

linic
hosted by Asian Services 
in Action  (C

hapel)

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

219:00 – 12:00 N
oon

N
R

PC
 W

ork D
ay

2210am
:  W

orship 
11:30 am

 – 12:30 pm
:  C

om
m

unity 
M

eal
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

1:30-4:30pm
:  Shiksha D

aan (C
hapel 

& R
m

. 103)
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of Praise  

(Sanctuary)

235am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

6-9pm
:  The Arts 

of Thanksgiving 
at B’nai Jeshurun 
C

ongregation, 27501 
Fairm

ount Blvd.

245am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

7pm
:  Thanksgiving 

Service at Bethany 
C

ovenant C
hurch, 5120 

R
idgebury (corner of 

R
idgebury & R

ichm
ond)

255am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery 
(Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

 103)

26Thanksgiving

H
oliday

27
289:00:  D

ecorating the 
C

hurch  (Sanctuary and 
Fellow

ship H
all)

2910am
:  W

orship/Fellow
ship H

r.
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise (Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

1:30 - 4:30pm
:  Shiksha D

aan  
(C

hapel & R
m

 103)
6:30- 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of Praise 

(Sanctuary)

305am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

N
O

v
Em

bEr
  2015



mission Statement

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of Jesus Christ. 
We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We welcome and include persons 
without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, gender identity, mental condition, sexual orien-
tation or economic class. We partner with communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts 
of time, talent and treasure to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can 
rejoice and be glad.

THE WINDOW 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church
2780 Noble Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121


