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Thoughts from the Pastor: 
 
It has been a tough few months. I don't think that I am the only one who feels this way. Life seems to have become 
a bizarre sort of pinball game where all the bumpers and flashers have been replaced by the tragic events of the 
world and the general chaos of life. I am just a tiny silver ball doing my darndest to make it from one event to the 
next without getting sucked into the hole at the bottom of the game. The best I can hope for is to be flipped back 
into things and the promise of that sweet moment of peace when the ball is briefly in stasis and waiting to be 
jiggled back into action. Just don't jiggle too enthusiastically or everything goes tilt and the game is essentially 
over. 
 
Charles Figley, a professor of mental health, stress, and traumatology, has described the experience of a secondary 
stress syndrome as “Compassion Fatigue”. He recognized it as a potential danger for many people who work in 
care-giving environments and he focused particularly on emergency service providers and soldiers. In When 
Helping Hurts by F. Oshberg, MD, compassion fatigue is described as “a low level, chronic clouding of caring and 
concern for others in your life.” Although I love the image of 'clouding of caring' I think that Jo Deen Messina 
may have made the concept more accessible to non-mental health professionals when she sang, “My Give A 
Damn's Busted.” 
 
I think that we all experience compassion fatigue from time to time. In today's world, we are usually not more than 
a mouse-click or text message away from the latest manifestation of tragedy and chaos. We want to care about and 
respond to earthquake victims in Japan, bombing victims in Syria, and shooting victims in California. We want to 
fight for civil rights, world peace, and religious freedom and we want to be present for our friends and family as 
they too experience grief and loss. Yet, at some point, we have overused our compassion to the point that we are 
no longer able to respond in a helpful manner. So we click to the next story or change the channel and we hope for 
a picture of a lemur being silly but instead find a silly lemur being exploited by the illegal animal traders of 
Madagascar. 
 
As I said, it has been a tough few months. However, there is a bright spot in the midst of it all. There is a resting 
spot for the tiny silver ball nestled between the edge of the board and the left flipper. I found it today as I passed 
by the lilac bush near the church and again as I admired the apple blossoms outside my window. I heard peace in 
the bells of the ice cream truck driving by and again in the laughter of the children down the hall. I rested gently 

mailto:nrpc@sbcglobal.net


 
 
today in the knowledge that life is much more than the tragic news that never stops coming. Pinball is not just 
about the bumpers and flashers but also about the space in between. In that space is where we find art, beauty, 
creativity and love. The remedy to compassion fatigue is to spend as much time in those spaces as possible. Oddly 
enough, that is also the key to getting the high score in pinball.    
       ~~Pastor Meredith 

 
PW May Meeting: Presbyterian Women will hold their monthly meeting on Monday, May 9th, 6:30 pm at the 
home of Carolyn Sugiuchi, 1225 Plainfield Rd., S. Euclid. We will discuss Accidental Saints (211 pages) by New 
York Times best-selling author Nadia Bolz-Weber, one of today’s most important religious voices. Cleveland Hts. 
Library system has 36 copies; South Euclid-Lyndhurst County Library has 11 copies. Please call Carolyn, 216-
382-6576, if you plan to attend and if you would like to contribute to the menu. All women are invited to join the 
group meetings as you are able and interested. Our meal is approximately an hour; brief business and the main 
focus are completed around 9pm. Come when you can; leave when you must. 
 
Strawberry Festival: We are looking forward to celebrating the silver anniversary of the church’s Strawberry 
Festival with ice cream, cake and plenty of strawberries! Squirrel Jam, a group of local musicians, will play lively 
music on a variety of stringed instruments for the second year. Willie Johnson is included in this group. 
  
Yes, the NRPC annual Strawberry Festival promises to be fun, festive and delicious. But it is also a lot of work 
and we need lots of volunteers: 

Ongoing: Publicity in papers and flyer distribution to public venues 
Sunday May 29th: Distribution of flyers in the immediate neighborhood 
Thursday June 2nd, 5-6: pm Strawberry slicing (or slice some at your home)  
Friday, June 3rd: Setting up, serving, cleaning up 

*Also see the flier in this issue of the Window. 
  

Sign-up in FH. Thanks, from Joanne Westin, and the Hospitality Committee 
 
Another Opportunity to Partner with Noble Elementary School Families: 
Noble School is expanding their family clothes pantry to include paper products and soaps which are not supplied 
by food assistance or the food banks (unless someone happens to have a drive for that…very occasionally).  We 
would like to ‘seed’ the pantry with some of everything they need, and then next school year, we would like to 
collect one item per month to keep it going.    

In the month of May we are asking you to consider donating laundry detergent or soap (personal and dish) if your 
last name begins with A-G; paper towels or toilet paper if your last name begins with H-N; and feminine hygiene 
products, and deodorant if your last name begins with O-Z. 

As usual, there will be a collection box in Fellowship Hall, and thank you very much for your consideration. 

PW and the Mission Group 

P.S.  We do not wish to sabotage the USO Cookie Drive so if you are able to support only one collection drive in 
the month of May, please support the cookie drive. 

Church School:  May 1st, 11:30 am-12:30 pm in the Rainbow Room.  Judith Beeler will be with the children 
teaching the topic of “Holy Spirit/Pentecost”.  Details for the adult discussion group are not available. We hope to 
see both children and adults for these classes. 
 
Welcome:  Please join the Building Use Committee in welcoming a Narcotics Anonymous meeting to our church.  



Meetings will be held every Monday (including holidays) in Fellowship Hall from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. One 
Monday/month a smaller planning group will meet in the library from 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm.  This is an open 
meeting for those who need this support. 
 
Announcement: Due to the recent death of Earl M. Thomas, Action Taxi is no longer available. We were 
very grateful to him and he will be missed both as a friend and as our Action Taxi driver. This was a very 
unique way to serve God and we were proud to provide this service to our community. With the grace of God 
we hope to offer this service again in the future.   
 
Noble Neighbors Weekend:  We will be participating with many other Noble Neighborhood groups and 
organizations to make the weekend of May 13th, 14th, and 15th, a very special one.  We need everyone to 
participate as they are able to make this successful.  This weekend provides us the opportunity to let our neighbors 
know that NRPC is a place they would learn more about.  Here is a list of what we will be doing, so mark your 
calendars and plan how you will help out. 
 
Friday, May 13th, 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm:  Line Dancing in Fellowship Hall. Under the direction of Marcelo 
Atanasio, who teaches line dancing at the Cleveland Heights Senior Center, attendees will dance the night away. If 
you do not know how to line dance, you will learn.  If you do know how to line dance, you will be a role model to 
others. There will be refreshments.  It will be a lot of fun and certainly a way to get in your exercise.  Help will be 
needed to set up and clean up, sell refreshments, check in guests.  Let Marcelo Atanasio or R.J. Miller know if you 
can help out. 
 
Saturday, May 14th, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm in the front yard weather permitting.  We will have a Plant Sale and Bake 
Sale and some project time for children. We will need folks to help set up and clean up, folks to sell items, folks to 
help with the children’s project area. We will need folks to bring plants to sell (all plants are welcome---
perennials, vegetables, herbs, flowers, house plants) ----any plants from your home and yard that you could divide 
and share would be great. For Baked Goods---anything goes from cookies, cupcakes, cakes, pies, bread, rolls, 
candy, etc. There will be a sign up in Fellowship Hall so you can offer your assistance.  If you are unable to get to 
Fellowship Hall, call Joanne Westin if you can help with the plant sale or Judith Beeler if you can help with the 
Bake Sale. 
 

Why the Pentecost Offering Is So Important to Me 
I’m a little new to the special offering element that the Presbytery holds for established churches. The first 
Presbyterian church I’d ever attended was the Phoenix Project, which was a New Church Development that turned 
into more of a mission than a regular church. 
 
However, I do want to speak to the impact the Pentecost Special Offering had on the youth members at the 
Phoenix Project. In about our 5th year as an N.C.D., Lakewood Presbyterian Church was generous enough to gift 
the Phoenix Project their 40% “keep” portion. It was a little over $3,000. It was specifically to go toward our 
youth program. At that point, almost the entire church was youth. There were about 10 adults who attended 
worship, one youth leader (Earl), Pastor Meredith, and well over 120 kids from ages 8 to 22. 
 
To say they were a handful is an understatement. Many of these youth came from troubled homes. They would 
show up directly after school around 3:00 p.m., or sooner if they had been kicked out of class, and stay until we 
turned off the lights and locked the door at 8:00 p.m. We typically had anywhere from 30 to 60 kids each weekday 
walk through our doors. The Phoenix Project was a safe space for them. Safe from school bullies, safe from home 
worries, safe from hateful words, homophobia, sexism, racism, classism and any other –ism, and safe from 
teachers and cops who, to them, were always waiting for them to get into trouble. In the 3 ½ years that we 
welcomed our youth, I believe Earl, Meredith and I combined met about 5 parents. Five! Five who actually cared 
where their kid(s) were for 5 hours of every week day. 
 



 
 
It was clear to us early on, that if these youth were going to learn life skills of any kind, the teaching would have to 
come from us. So, Earl started a binder program and met with each youth member to find out what their goals 
were and how they planned to accomplish them. Each youth had a binder and each youth met regularly with Earl 
to assure they stayed on track.  
 
Then one day, out of the blue, Meredith called to tell me that Lakewood Presbyterian Church was going to gift us 
$3,000 for the kids. That money was so important, I’m not sure this article will do it justice. The kids got to learn 
to budget their cash as a group. Earl and Meredith worked with them to set up different committees and groups for 
further education, the Pride Parade, their weekly Freak Flag meetings (the youth chose their own name based on 
the song from the 70’s), the creativity group, and others.  
 
That money actually made many of our youth stand up and take responsibility for their portion of the budget. 
Brandon, a young man with very high potential, said, “I want to be in charge of the Pride Parade!” And boy did he 
take charge! From signing us up for a table, to making a banner, to getting people volunteer to walk and help 
decorate another youth’s car, to email sign-up sheets, bottled water, t-shirts, and clean-up, he took the lead on all 
of it. 
 
I know money isn’t the answer to everything, but I’d never seen a group of skateboarders, punks, freaks, drop-
outs, Straight A students, sports players, poets, drama queens, and even a couple of kids who stutter, change their 
attitudes and minds about church and mission so quickly as they did when we told them that they had something to 
work with. An amount of money that many of them had never seen before. That money gave all of our kids a 
chance to hope again, and excel. 
 
Now that I’ve spent this whole article talking about the past, I want to change things up a bit and look toward the 
future. Noble Road Presbyterian Church has some AMAZING young people with parents who care about them! I 
want to see that dynamic grow. I want to show our young adults, and future leaders that there are so many 
possibilities and there is so much to reach for. I want them and youth across the Presbytery to know that we adults 
believe in them and their potential.  
 
Last year Noble Road gave $300 toward this mission. That means we kept $120 to put toward our youth programs. 
We all know that $120 doesn’t go very far. I’d love to see us double that this year. I’d love to see us reach out a 
little more into the community and find some more youth that have just as much potential. Then help mold and 
form each one into strong-charactered men and women. Men and women who can make well-informed choices 
and stand on their faith and principles.  Men and women who knew through their youth years that they had a safe 
space in Noble Road. 
 
I know we have a few more years with our current youth before they’ll be off to college or work, but it’s never too 
early to get started. Let’s work to get a little more funding for them so they can stretch their wings a little more 
and do something different and new. 
 
Thank you for reading. God’s love and peace to each of you. 

Susan Strohm 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Report:  During Lent, we collected a special offering for One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  This is a program sponsored by Presbyterian Church, USA that supports:  (1) Hunger Programs; (2) 
Disaster Relief; and 3) Self-Development Programs.  Our collection raised $620.00 for these efforts.  The money 
we raised combined with monies from other Presbyterian Churches will make a significant difference to people 
around the world.  The poster to highlight this offering showed a young man with a big smile on his face – smiling 
because of the help people would be receiving from these funds.  Using that idea as a theme---the Discipleship 
team and church members identified things we would/could smile about.  The children posted one smile face with 



words denoting what we would smile about for each $10.00 given to One Great Hour of Sharing.  Below are listed 
some of the things that would make us smile --- 
 
Access Doctors Who Care Healthy Children Puppies 
Action Empathy Home That Is Safe Relationships 
Awareness Education Jobs Reconciliation 
Advocacy Equality Job Security Reform 
Birthdays Easter Justice Respect 
Building Bridges Full Tummy Kittens Sensitivity 
Christmas Fish Banks Knowing Someone 

Cares 
Singing 

Creativity Fairness Lead-Free Water Sundays 
Community Fellowship Time Loving Parents Strawberry Festival 
Community 
Meal 

Feeling Accepted “as 
is” 

Music Training 

Collaboration Fresh Water No Skin Color Limits Union 
Choice Friendship Opportunity Values 
Conscience Freedom Ocean Care Voices 
Change Food Security Poverty Reduction Warm Home 
Diversity Healing Peace Warm Sweater When  

Cold 
 
The Discipleship Team thanks you for your generous contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing. 
 
Annual Offering of Letters: Bread for the World (BFTW) is again promoting “Offering of Letters”, an event to 
advocate for people who are chronically hungry and impoverished. Our Letter Writing event will be held Sunday, 
May 22nd. The theme “Survive and Thrive”, focuses on international hunger and poverty. Specifically we are 
urged to ask Congress to support funding for next year’s International Maternal and Child Nutrition Programs 
located in the State Department. The goal is to gain approval for $230 million in the foreign operations 
appropriations bill’s Global Health Account. Urge Congress to pass the Global Good Security Act which contains 
U.S. investments in improving nutrition and small farmers’ productivity. The focus is on women and children 
because they are the most vulnerable. 
 
Noble Road has been a covenant church with BFTW for years. This means we have committed to pray regularly 
(1) for people experiencing persistent hunger and poverty, (2) for God’s love and guidance as we work to end 
hunger, and (3) for our nation’s leaders that they make ending poverty and hunger a high priority. Also, we 
commit to act through ongoing advocacy to address these problems on local, state, national and international 
levels. Last, but not least, we have committed to financial support for local community efforts, our church’s 
programs and other organizations which are focused on hunger issues. 
 
The letter writing per se will occur after worship in Fellowship Hall. Writing materials and postage will be 
supplied along with a sample letter and roster of officials. Using your own thoughts expressed in your own words 
is preferable to copying the sample verbation. In 2015 letters resulted in bipartisan support in Congress for 
strengthening children’s access to important nutrition programs, especially those for summer meals. Also efforts 
of BFTW activists were instrumental in passing a two year budget deal that lifted deep cuts and protected critical 
funding for programs such as the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC). Please plan to attend worship and afterwards join in writing to our 2 U.S. Senators and your U.S. 
Representative. Your expressions of concern added to those from advocates across the United States, will make a 
difference. For additional information see Fact Sheet included in this issue of the Window. 

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS 



 
 
Pastoral Care:   Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com Pastor 
Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 
Church Office Hours:   Monday-Friday 9am-12noon 
 
DEADLINES: 

Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday Bulletin”. 
 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”. *If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or 
an article in the “Window” please get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
 
May Birthdays  
01 Baolu Chen, Mary Williams 
02 Mazo Monah, Karen Reinke 
05 Mickie Razek 
21 Andy Keller-Gipson 
22 Marcy Sykes 
23 Marge Szaniszlo 
29 Scott Luttermoser 
30 Tim Luttermoser 
 
Prayer Families this month 
  1. Ann Johnston 
  2. Cynthia & Willie Johnston 
  3. Lorna & Steve Johnston 
  4. Genny Kanka 
  5.   Vicki Kanka 
  6.   Courtney Koch 
  7.   Yildiz, Troy & Noelle Koch  
  8. Eric Koenig 
  9. Sean Koenig 
10. Tricia Dykers & Mark Koenig 
11. Earla Kummer 
12. John Lane 
13. Jonell, Lonny, Illianna & Madalyne Levenson 
14. Kathryn Little 
15. Ann Randall & John Luttermoser 
16. Scott Luttermoser 
17.   Tim Luttermoser 
18. Ben Manzano  
19. Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano 
20.   Vince Manzano 
21. Audrey Miller 
22. Lynne Miller, Jeff Babic & Julia Babic 
23.   Marjorie Miller 
24. R. J. Miller 
25. Mazo Beawin, Isaac, Scott, Matthew & Beihou Monah 
26. Tom Monah 
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27. Marianne & Bob Pescho 
28. Mickie Razek 
29. Karen Reinke 
30. Family and Friends of Earl M. Thomas 
31. Patients at Cleveland Clinic 
 
 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
 
May 1st: Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Rev. 21:10; 21:22-25:5; John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 
   
May 8th: Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 
   
May 15th: Acts 2:1-21 or Gen. 11:1-9; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Rom. 8:14-17 
       
May 22nd: Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Rom. 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
 
May 29th: 1 Kings 18:20-21 (22-29), 30-39; Psalm 96; Gal. 1:1-12; Luke 7:1-10 
 
Thank you to those who have served last month! 
 
Worship Leader: Maria Bernardo, Rev. Meredith White 
 
Lay Leaders: Judith Beeler, Earl Thomas, Joanne Westin & Susan Wherley 
 
Communion Preparation:   Judith Beeler 
 
Communion Servers:   Judith Beeler, Maria Bernardo, Jonell Levenson & Chuck Szaniszlo 
 
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio 
 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women- Carolyn Sugiuchi, Jan Giles & Christine Boja 
 
Offering Collection:   Matthew Monah, Julia Babic, Madalyn Levenson & Marcelo Atanasio 
 
 
Session  
 
        2016           2017           2018 
Judith Beeler    Bob Szaniszlo    Jonell Levenson 
Maria Bernardo   Debbie Manzano   Chuck Szaniszlo 
Willie Johnston   Isaac Monah    Joanne Westin (Clerk) 
========================================================================== 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 
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