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Last month I wrote to you about a few of the things that I value about being Presbyterian.  Over the past year, we 
have had the opportunity to see many of those things in full effect as our Presbytery* worked together to create, 
perfect, and implement our new strategic vision and structure.  We have been in a time of transition that has 
encompassed changes to our staffing, our budget, and our membership as churches have closed or opted to leave 
our denomination.  Linda Badger Becker, our Transitional General Presbyter, has worked closely with the Mission 
Council and other committees of the Presbytery to help us move into the future with a clear understanding and on 
the shared mission and ministry to which we are called.  This process began with an exploration and affirmation of 
our vision and mission statements which are as follows: 

 
"Equipping and Supporting Congregations to Be Christ in the World" 
The Presbytery of the Western Reserve bears witness to the grace of God in Jesus Christ through the 
unique ministries of its members and churches. We are an ordered and interconnected body that equips 
each congregation to experience God in vital worship and mission. With love and cooperation, we develop 
leaders, nurture pastors, and support ministries of justice and evangelism. We believe the Holy Spirit 
speaks through the gathered body as, together, we discern Christ's will and give glory to God.  
(May 27, 2015) 

 
The challenge before us was to develop a structure that would allow us to live into our mission while also being 
responsive to the realities of our changing identity.  I am happy to say that our Mission Council did an admirable 
job of rising to the challenge.  The result is a structure of 6 committees (Outreach, Ministry, Preparation, 
Leadership, Vitality, and Operations) that will each be represented on the Coordinating Cabinet with three 
additional free-standing committees (Self Development of People, Nominations, and Presbyterian Judicial 
Committee).  Each of these committees will have 8 members, evenly divided between Teaching and Ruling Elders, 
elected to 2 year terms with the opportunity to renew their commitment twice.  Much of the work of these 
committees will be done by additional volunteers, task forces, and ad hoc members.  If you would like to have a 
more detailed description of the new structure, you can find it on the Presbytery website (www.preswesres.org) 
and copies will be available in the church library.  I am also available to answer any questions you might have.   
Going forward, I encourage you to consider if you are feeling called to serve the Presbytery and if you might find 
a place of service within this new structure.  Additionally, as a congregation, I encourage us to utilize the 
connectional nature of our denomination and find ways that the Presbytery can support us in our ministry with 
our neighbors in Cleveland Heights and throughout the region.  
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*The Presbytery is the regional governing council for Presbyterian churches in Northeast Ohio.  We currently 
have 39 member churches. 
 
From Hosanna to Hallelujah and everything in between: Noble Road will be celebrating and experiencing the 
final week of Christ's life with worship, fellowship, mourning, and prayer. Palm Sunday (March 20th) begins our 
journey into Jerusalem with a festival of palms and praise. On Maundy Thursday (March 24th) at 6pm, we will 
gather for an agape meal and a time of sharing our Lenten journeys. On Good Friday (March 25th) we will again 
gather at 6pm for worship and reflection on the historical meaning of and the ways in which we continue to 
participate in the crucifixion of Christ today. During Holy Saturday (March 26th) you are invited to dedicate an 
hour of your day to prayer for our community and our world. There will be sign-up sheets available during 
fellowship hour. Finally, come celebrate and experience the resurrection of Christ in our Easter Sunday (March 
27th) worship service and community meal. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church supports all four of the special offerings of the Presbyterian Church, USA. 
 
1.  One Great Hour of Sharing is the first of the four.  The focus of this offering is supporting Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, The Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People. 
2.  Pentecost Offering is the next special offering.  The focus of this offering is programming for youth and 
young adults.  Actually a part of this offering stays with us for local initiatives that meet this description. 
3.  Peace and Global Witness Offering focuses on issue of peace in the world. 
4.  Christmas Joy Offering is the last special offering.  This offering focuses on Pastoral emergency and 
retirement needs and minority pastoral education. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter.  Here are some global 
examples of how our gifts help others. 
 
a. 222,000 people received food, water, shelter and medical care in the aftermath of the Nepal earthquakes 
 though Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
b.    Over 308,000 people in over 30 countries now have increased food security and livelihoods through 
 international development work through Presbyterian Hunger Assistance. 
c.    More than 10,000 children and their families in five company towns in the Dominican Republic have 
 access to clean water, helping to prevent water-related diseases through Self-Development of People. 
 
The scripture that has been selected to support the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is:   
“Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.”  1 Peter 4:10 

 
Let’s give others a reason to smile by our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing. Use the envelopes in the pews or 
make a notation on your check, when you send it to the church office. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Presbyterian Women March Meeting: Presbyterian Women will gather on Monday, March 14th  beginning at 
6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Our Bible study will continue on Come to the Waters, Chapter 6, “Waters of 
Justice and Righteousness”. Judy Beeler will lead our study. Please come prepared to share your thinking 
and raise your questions. Mazo Monah will hostess our meal; please call her, 216/640-3595 if you plan to 
attend and if you would like to contribute to the evening’s meal.  
 



Traveling mercies and abundant blessings to Isaac Monah and those who will travel with him to visit the 
Dougbe River Presbyterian School in Liberia. They are leaving on March 3rd so please take a moment to send 
them with our love and prayers. 
 
Church School:  March 6th & 20th, 11:30am-12:30pm in the Rainbow Room.  Jonell Levenson will be with the 
children teaching the topic of “Noah”.  Details for the adult discussion group are not available. We hope to see 
both children and adults for these classes. 
 

Local Mission Group 
Mission Small Group has been re-born as “Local Mission Group”.  At our meeting on Sunday, February 14, 2016, 
we planned the following activities. 
 
Family Promise:  We will be providing 2 meals this spring to families in Transitional Housing.   
 

1. March 30, 2016 at 5:00 pm at Elizabeth Baptist Church – The Haven, 6114 Francis Ave.; Cleveland, 
OH  44127. 

2. April 08, 2016 at 5:00 pm at Elizabeth Baptist Church – The Haven, 6114 Francis Ave.; Cleveland, OH  
44127. 
 

Greater Cleveland Hunger Network: we will participate in the Run/Walk for Hunger on Saturday, May, 7th. 
More details to follow. 
 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank:  we are looking forward to signing up to help at the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank on May 21st.  More details to follow. 
 
If you would like to participate in any or all of the above activities, please let one of the committee members 
know.  The current committee members are:  Joanne Westin, Barbara Wherley, Maria Bernardo, Marcelo 
Atanasio, Jonell Levenson, Chuck Szaniszlo and Judith Beeler.  Anyone is welcome to join this group.  Please let 
one of the committee members know if you are interested. 
 
Ten Thousand Villages: We will participate in a Community Shopping Event hosted by Ten Thousand Villages, 
12425 Cedar Road, to help raise money for One Great Hour of Sharing. If you go there and shop from Sunday, 
March 10th-Saturday, March 26th and mention NRPC & OGHS your purchase price will be added to the 15% 
donation. At the end, one check will be sent in our honor for OGHS. To learn more about Ten Thousand Villages 
and this event see the letter on the bulletin board. 
 
Recycle used greeting cards: Presbyterian Women is collecting used Christmas, Easter, Sympathy, 
Thanksgiving, Birthday and Thank You cards in a box outside the church office. We will send them to St Jude’s 
Ranch for Children, where children and volunteers use them to create new holiday and all-occasion greeting 
cards. Recycled cards are sold to support their programs and services for abused, neglected and homeless 
children, young adults and families. The backside of the front of the card should be clear of writing. St. Jude’s 
cannot accept Hallmark, Disney or American Greeting cards. 
 
Per Capita for 2016:  Thank you to all members who have paid their $28.00 per capita.  If you have not yet had 
the opportunity to pay your per capita (the fee each NRPC member is assessed from Presbytery of the Western 
Reserve, the Synod of the Covenant and Presbyterian Church USA), it is not too late.  You can pay your $28.00 
per capita by check to NRPC, putting per capita on the memo line, or in cash by marking your envelope with your 
name and $28.00 for per capita.  You can send it in to the church office, if you wish.  Thank you so much. 



 
 
 
On Easter Sunday, March 27th come renew your spirit and palate at the Easter Community meal. We will begin 
at 11:30am. If you would like to bring a dish please sign up in the church office. 
 
Thank you! I would like to thank everyone at Noble Road Presbyterian Church for such a warm welcome. First, 
thank you to the “hiring committee” for selecting me to be your Office Manager. To those of you who stopped by 
the office or called, your warm words of welcome and encouragement are very much appreciated. On Sunday, 
February 21 it was my pleasure to worship with you. I really enjoyed the guitar group. And from talking to Pastor 
Meredith the week before I knew her sermon was something I wanted to hear. Meeting some of you after service 
was heartwarming. Lastly but definitely not least: thank you to Judy, Ann, Barbara and Debbie for training and 
teaching me the ways of Noble Road; Chuck for helping to make my office fit my style and comfort; and Isaac 
and Marcelo for all of the other important things you shared. As I continue to get settled in my office and continue 
to learn the functions of NRPC, I look forward to providing you with all you need from me so that you can best 
serve the community, continue your faith journey and worship God. Thanks Be to God! 
 
Congratulations to Madalyne Levenson!  Maddie will be representing Northeast Ohio after finishing in 3rd 
place in the regionals of the 2016 Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King Statewide Oratorical Contest.  Maddie’s speech 
was well received and she will now present to The Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission. The 
Commission is committed to educating children about Dr. King's legacy of brotherhood among all people.  This 
year marks the 16th anniversary of the statewide oratorical contest which the state Holiday Commission adopted 
in 1999. 
 
The 2016 statewide oratorical contest is in April in Columbus. The theme is “Where do we go from here: Chaos or 
Community?”  Good luck Maddie! 
 
Presbyterians Today: If you would like to renew your subscription, would like a new subscription or would like 
to cancel your subscription please let Stephanie know via, email, phone message or by putting a note in her 
mailbox. The cost will depend on how many orders we have. A price range is posted on the bulletin board. You 
will receive notice of the cost and then the cost will have to be paid when the order is placed. 
 
Rain, Snow, Sleet? Don’t let inclement weather this winter cause you to miss church service on Sunday. If you 
are unable to attend church due to lack of transportation, Action Taxi will get you to and from church free of 
charge. Simply fill out the cards with the pertinent information and place them in the box in the church office. 
All requests for rides must be in the box by Thursday. Contact me, Earl M. Thomas, at 216-647-3661 if   you  
have  any  questions. Action Taxi serving the Lord since 2015. 
 

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS 
Pastoral Care:   Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com Pastor  
Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door . 
Church Office Hours:   Monday-Friday 9am-12noon 

DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday Bulletin”. 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”. *If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or 
an article in the “Window”, please get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
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March Birthdays 
  
07 Jimmy Wherley 
16 George Smith 
20 Kelly Doran 
22 Earla Kummer 
26 Sean Koenig 
27 Linda Rudy 
 
Prayer Families this month 
 
  1. Ben Manzano 
  2. Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano 
  3. Vince Manzano 
  4. Audrey Miller 
  5.   Lynne Miller, Jeff Babic & Julia Babic 
  6.   Marjorie Miller 
  7.   R.J. Miller 
  8. Mazo Beawin, Isaac, Scott, Matthew & Beihou Monah 
  9. Tom Monah 
10. Marianne & Bob Pescho 
11. Mickie Razek 
12. Karen Reinke 
13. Katie Ritzmann 
14. Joanne Westin & Roy Ritzman 
15. Bethany Rudy 
16. Linda & Tom Rudy 
17.   Tyler Rudy 
18. Timothy Seibel 
19. George Smith 
20.   Susan Straum 
21. Carolyn Sugiuchi 
22. Leslie Sugiuchi, Scott Anderson & Logan Sugiuchi Anderson 
23.   Mark Sugiuchi 
24. Marcy Sykes 
25. Chuck Szaniszlo 
26. Marge & Bob Szaniszlo 
27. Earl Thomas 
28. Joan & Chuck Webster 
29. Margaret Webster 
30. Sarah Webster 
31. Flint Michigan Residents affected by contaminated water 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 
 
March 6:  Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2; Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
   
March 13:  Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippines 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 
   
March 20:  Psalm: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29;  
Palm Sunday  Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippines 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56  
   or Luke 23:1-49 
       
March 27:  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1Corinthians 15:19-26 or  
Easter   Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 
 
 
Thank you for those who have served last month! 
 
Lay Leaders:  Matthew Monah, Cynthia Johnston, Marcelo Atanasio, Bob Pescho and Judy Beeler 
 
Communion Preparation:   Cynthia Johnston 
 
Communion Servers:   Cynthia Johnston, Bob Pescho, Jonell Levenson, Chuck Szaniszlo 
 
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio 
 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women- Maria Bernard, Judy Beeler 
 
Offering Collection:   Scott and Matthew Monah, Julia Babic, Illianna and Madalyn Levenson, Genny Kanka 
 
 
Session  
 
        2016           2017           2018 
Judith Beeler    Bob Szaniszlo    Jonell Levenson 
Maria Bernardo   Debbie Manzano   Chuck Szaniszlo 
Willie Johnston   Isaac Monah    Joanne Westin (Clerk) 
 
 
========================================================================== 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of Jesus Christ. 
We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We welcome and include persons 
without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, gender identity, mental condition, sexual orien- 
tation or economic class. We partner with communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts 
of time, talent and treasure to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can 
rejoice and be glad. 
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