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Happy New Year
Thoughts from Pastor Meredith

 Happy New Year to the beautiful and wonderful members and friends of Noble Road Presbyterian Church!!!  
It’s that time of year when many people take stock of their lives and commit to a variety of improvements or 
changes. It’s a time when we evaluate the gap between who we are and who we want to be and resolve to shrink 
that gap. As much as I appreciate our desire to improve, I have to admit that I have never been big on New Year’s 
Resolutions. This is not to say that there aren’t some things I could do in my own life that would bring positive 
change – I could eat healthier, lose weight, save more money, walk the dog more frequently, and so on. However, 
the truth is, I could make those changes any day of the year and, seeing as how I haven’t yet, I find it unlikely that 
2016 will be much different.
 Or, maybe it will be. You see, I think I have figured out what is wrong with my approach to New Year’s 
Resolutions. They all seem to be predicated on the idea that if I only try harder, I will be a better person. They all 
seem to buy into the cultural standards of what makes a person a good person (except for the dog walking one...
that is purely based on our dog’s idea of who I should be). Even worse, these types of New Year’s Resolutions tend 
to start in the wrong place, they begin in a mindset of scarcity and failure. They begin by telling me that I am 
NOT GOOD ENOUGH and they forget that, in the beginning, God created and called that creation good. They 
forget that Mary thought herself not good enough to birth the Christ child (being a virgin and all), they forget 
that the culture didn’t think the shepherds were good enough to be counted in the census, they forget that most 
of our favorite biblical characters were, by societal standards, not good enough for the work to which God called 
them. Paul was tyrant, Moses stuttered, Ruth was a foreigner, Peter was Jesus’ rock...only dumber, and so on. Yet, 
each one of them was, as they say, GOOD ENOUGH FOR GOD.
 So, this year, that is where I am going to start with my New Year’s Resolutions. I am going to try to begin at 
the beginning. As I evaluate my own life this year, I am going to focus on abundance rather than scarcity and 
success rather than failure. Mary may have been scarce in marriage but she was abundant in faith. Moses may 
have been scarce in articulation but he was abundant in faith. Peter may have been scarce in smarts, but he was 
abundant in...wait for it...faith. I am hoping you are catching on to a theme here. To their abundant faith, I would 
add an abundance of willingness to take risks and to trust God when God said they had everything they needed. 
 My dietary habits may be scarce in vegetables, but can I also have an abundance of faith? Can I begin by 
knowing that I am, in fact, good enough?  Can I trust God?  I believe that I can. I believe that positive change 
rarely begins with a focus on the negative. So, this year, I am only going to make one resolution. I resolve that 
everyday I am going to remember that I am beautiful and beloved and that I am good enough for God. I am 
going to let that guide me through the days and months to come and, if it happens to lead me to a community 
garden or vegetable stand, I am going to eat a salad.
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Pastor Office Hours:  Pastor Meredith is looking forward to meeting everyone -- please make an 
appointment (216.906.3016) or just stop by her office anytime to visit. She will be in the office at the 
following times:  Mondays; 9am – 5pm; Wednesdays, 9am – 4pm; Thursdays 11am – 7 pm. She will 
be working at home on Tuesdays, please feel free to call her if you need anything (216.906.3026).

Office Coverage:  We are hopeful to have volunteers available in the church office to answer the 
phone, pick up phone messages and bring in the mail several days per week for a few hours. If 
you would be able to assist with this office coverage, please contact Linda Rudy at 216.397.0586.

Annual Meeting:  The Annual Meeting of Noble Road Presbyterian Church will be on Sunday, 
January 31, 2015 directly after worship in the sanctuary.

Annual Reports:  Annual Reports are due in the Church office by January 15, 2015. We are 
expecting the following items to be given to the secretary for inclusion in the annual report. There 
will also be a folder placed in the Drop Box for those that have access and are able to use that to 
submit their annual report.
 Minutes of all Congregational Meetings
 Pastor’s Report
 Buildings and Grounds Committee Report
 Building Use Committee Report
 Discipleship Committee Report
 Financial Committee Report
 Hospitality Committee Report
 Mission Small Group Report
 Nominating Committee Report
 Personnel Committee Report
 Presbyterian Women Report and Financial Summary
 Church Statistics
 Financial Reports and Statements

Presbyterian Women January Meeting:  Presbyterian Women will gather on Monday, January 
11, 2016, 6:30 pm at the home of Marjorie Szaniszlo, 1163 Oxford Road, Cleveland Heights, 
OH. 44121. We will begin a 3-month Horizon’s Bible Study, Come to the Waters. Please read 
introductory materials and Chapter 3; “The Absence of Water –Thirst and Longing” for the 
January Meeting. Maria Bernardo will lead the study; bring your questions and comments for 
discussion. If you are able to come for the evening meal (6:30-7:30 pm), please let Marjorie know 
by calling 216.382.4982. If you would like to help with the menu, consult with Marjorie. All 
women are welcome. Come when you can, leave when you must. We try to conclude by 9:00pm. 
Mark 1/11/2016 on your calendars for the Presbyterian Women meeting!!
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Children’s Church School and Discussion Group in January:  Our after church sessions will be 
on January 10 and January 17, 2016, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm. The Children will meet in the Rainbow 
Room with Barbara Wherley to learn more about the Beatitudes. Discussion Group will meet in 
the Library to learn more about “The Small Church”. Among other references, articles from June, 
2015 Presbyterians Today will form the basis for the discussion. Maria Bernardo and Judith Beeler 
will lead the discussion.

Thanks to the Presbyterian Women of Noble Road for their diligent work sorting and 
distributing the books donated to the Dougbe River School
Books were given to:

Noble Elementary
Oxford Elementary
Little Free Libraries in South Euclid, Cleveland Heights and Cleveland
Positive Education Program (Maria’s school) - individual students and the program 
a literacy program sponsored by Notre Dame College which includes Case Elementary in Cleveland
Other Cleveland Public school teachers
And I heard some individual books were given to some of our non-native speakers

The school offers our heartfelt thanks for your help. Ann Randall

Christmas is such a wonderful time of the year and it showed up in all who participated in the 
silent auction. Thanks for making it a fun and successful fundraiser ($576.00) !!  I want to give a 
special thank you for those who helped me organize, set-up and sell tickets:  Lonny, Jonell, Illianna, 
Madalyne, Vickie and Marcelo. We are grateful for the following who donated $25.00 gift cards. 
Giant Eagle card was donated by Marcy Sykes; J.C. Penney and Honey Baked Ham cards were 
donated by Marcelo Atanasio and Olive Garden card was donated by R.J. Miller. Last but not least, 
I want to thank the elves who cleaned up and restored the preschool room back to normal! Thank 
you everyone. R. J.

Thank you to the folks who mowed the lawn. Thank you for all the wonderful help in mowing the 
church grounds. The full-time mowers were Willie Johnston, Troy Koch, Pastor David Mathis, and 
R. J. Miller. Those that helped on occasion were Jimmy Wherley and Chuck Szaniszlo.

New Year’s Community Meal Fest:  Have any new recipes you want to try out?  Do it for our 
first community meal which is on January 24, 2016 at 11:30 am. Dust off your cookbooks or use a 
relative’s family favorite. Have no fear, it will be appreciated.
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An Invitation:  All those interested are invited to a “Coffee Klatch” with Dr. Talisa L. Dixon, 
Superintendent of the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Schools. The purpose of the Coffee 
Klatch is to review the Cleveland Heights-University Heights School District’s Strategic Plan. The 
perspective dates are:
  Wednesday, February 03, 2016, 7:30-9:00 am, location to be determined
  Thursday, February 04, 2016, 7:30-9:00 am, location to be determined
  Friday, February 05, 2016, 7:30-9:00 am, location to be determined
  Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 7:30-9:00 am, location to be determined
  Thursday, February 11, 2016, 7:30-9:00 am, location to be determined
Please let Areda Walker at 216.371.7330 or email: a_walker@chuh.org by Friday, January 08 to 
let us know which date(s) work best for you.

Rain, Snow, Sleet?  Don’t let inclement weather this winter cause you to miss church service on 
Sunday. If you are unable to attend church due to lack of transportation, Action Taxi will get you 
to and from church free of charge. Simply fill out the cards with the pertinent information and 
place them in the box in the church office. All requests for rides must be in the box by Thursday 
every week. Contact me, Earl M. Thomas, at 216-647-3661 if you have any questions.
Action Taxi, serving the Lord since 2015.

Exploring Discipleship Classes:  Immediately following the worship service January 03, 
2016, Meredith will meet with anyone interested in participating in upcoming classes for 
Exploring Discipleship. The class will be an opportunity to learn more about what it means to 
be Presbyterian and an active member of our congregation. If you will miss January 03, 2016 
meeting, please contact Meredith for information at 216.906.3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com .

Would you like to support the Homeless Stand Down by buying a T-shirt?  Members of 
Presbyterian Women are joining with “HandsOn Northeast Ohio” to support the purchase of 
warm boots. For each T-Shirt purchased, one pair of warm boots will be available to a Homeless 
Person who comes to the Homeless Stand Down on January 23, 30, and 31, 2016. The T-shirts 
are red:  the front has “25th Homeless Stand Down”; the back has “What will you Stand Up 
For?”. Small, Medium, Large and X-Large are $22.09 each; XX-Large and XXX-Large are $27.37 
each. Checks can be made out to Noble Road Presbyterian Church—in the memo section, write 
Homeless Stand Down T-Shirt. Find a member of Presbyterian Woman and place your order 
soon. The deadline is January 10, 2016 to place the order for the shirts. Can we sell 25 shirts so 
we can buy 25 pair of boots????  Let’s try!!
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Updated Noble Road Presbyterian Church directories are available. They have been e-mailed 
to many and sent to others. If you did not get one or would like a printed copy, please pick one 
up in the church office or call the church office to receive one.

Per Capita:  In essence, per capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that 
congregations pay to the larger Presbyterian Church(U.S.A.). Every Presbyterian shares in the 
benefit of the PC (USA)’s system of government, so every Presbyterian is asked to share the 
expenses associated with coordinating and performing the functions of that system. Why per 
capita? Per capita exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole 
church, to give meaning to the interdependent nature Presbyterian polity. Per capita is part of 
the glue that holds Presbyterians together. It exists to allow the whole church to share equitably 
in those things that make us Presbyterian:  • our theological identity • our connectedness • our 
system of mid-councils that allow elders and ministers together to discern the mind of Christ 
• our ecumenical connections that make us part of the church universal • our core structures 
that keep us together as a church • our call to work for full participation in decision-making. 
Per capita allows us to work with other churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around 
the world. Our per capita apportionment for 2016 is $28.00/member of NRPC. It is quite 
helpful if each of us participate by paying our per capita. Please make checks out to Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church--state in the memo line:  Per Capita. Thank you.

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS

Pastoral Care:  Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com
Pastor Office Hours:  Mondays: 9a – 5p; Wednesdays:  9a – 4p;  Thursdays: 11a – 7p
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday (hours will vary based on volunteer coverage)

DEADLINES:
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com. Make subject line read, “For NRPC Sunday Bulletin”.

Newsletter articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23th of the month to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com. Make subject line read, “ For NRPC Window”.

If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the 
Newsletter, please get it to Judith Beeler who will see that Gayle receives it by the deadline.

mailto:gklaber@mac.com
mailto:gklaber@mac.com
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January Birthdays
03 Michael Barkoot, Jr.; 
 Isaac Monah
05 Lorna Johnston
06 Jan Giles
23 Carolyn Sugiuchi
26 Troy Koch

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 
January 03:  Psalm 147: 12-20; Jeremiah 31: 7-14; 
Ephesians 1: 3-14; and John 1: (1-9), 10-18 

January 10:  Psalm 29; Isaiah 43: 1-7; Acts 8: 14-17; 
and Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

January 17:  Psalm 36: 5-10; Isaiah 62: 1-5; 
1Corinthians 12: 1-11; and John 2: 1-11

January 24:  Psalm 19; Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 
1Corinthians 12: 12-31a; and Luke 4: 14-21

January 31:  Psalm 71: 1-6; Jeremiah 1: 4-10; 
1Corinthians 13: 1-13 and Luke 4: 21-30 

SESSION
 2016    2017
      Judith Beeler        Bob Szaniszlo
    Maria Bernardo   Debbie Manzano
    Willie Johnston      Isaac Monah

2018
Jonell Levenson**
Chuck Szaniszlo**
Joanne Westin**

** Date of Service of Ordination and Installation  
to be determined

Prayer Families this month 
  1. Timothy Seibel
  2. George Smith
  3. Susan Strohm
  4. Carolyn Sugiuchi
  5.  Leslie Sugiuchi, Scott Anderson and    
 Logan Sugiuchi Anderson
  6.  Mark Sugiuchi
  7.  Marcy Sykes
  8. Chuck Szaniszlo
  9. Marge and Bob Szaniszlo
10. Earl Thomas
11. Joan and Chuck Webster
12. Margaret Webster
13. Sarah Webster
14. Barbara and Richard Wherley
15. Cathie Wherley
16. James Wherley
17.  Susan Wherley
18. Meredith White
19. Mary Williams
20.  Emanuel Wright
21. Megan and Ebon Zimmerman
22. Marcelo Atanasio and Andrew Keller-Gipson
23.  Michael Barkoot, Jr.
24. Judith Beeler
25. Maria Bernardo
26. Christine Boja
27. Ed and Nancy Brown
28. Phyllis and Jay Brown
29. Cassie, Dan and Westin Budin
30. Victims of violence
31. All those that use space at NRPC

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVED LAST MONTH!

Lay Leaders: Tim Seibel, Marcelo Atanasio, Illianna Levenson, Matthew Monah and Earl M. 
Thomas

Communion Preparation:   Judith Beeler
Communion Servers:  Maria Bernardo, Cynthia Johnston, Carolyn Sugiuchi, and Joanne Westin
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women-Carolyn Sugiuchi, Vicki Kanka
Offering Collection:  Logan Sugiuchi Anderson, Julia Babic, Madalyne and Illianna Levenson,  
Scott and Matthew Monah, Andrew Keller-Gipson, Chuck Szaniszlo and Earl Thomas
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Mission Statement

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of Jesus Christ. 
We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We welcome and include persons 
without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, gender identity, mental condition, sexual orien-
tation or economic class. We partner with communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts 
of time, talent and treasure to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can 
rejoice and be glad.
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Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121


