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There is a wonderful little book in my office by James W. Angell titled “How Do You Spell Presbyterian?”  It's a 

quick read and it does an excellent job of describing what makes us the Presbyterian flavor of Christianity as 

opposed to Methodist, Lutheran, Episcopalian, Catholic, or Rocky Road.  Even as an ordained Minister in our 

denomination, I find it helpful to read this book occasionally as a reminder of who we are and in what particular 

way we've been called to live out our identity as followers of Christ.  In the introduction, Angell writes 

 

 Presbyterian is more than a twelve-letter word.  It is also an important piece of the Christian story.  It is a 

form of church government.  It is an attitude about freedom and the people's responsibility for working out 

the content and expression of their faith.  It is a commitment to care about people in trouble...   

 ...It has to do with getting the hang of how we Presbyterians think and how we are joining our imagination, 

energies, resources, and spiritual independences to serve Jesus Christ. 

 

With those words, he invites us all to consider our denominational identity as something more than a dry 

collection of rules.  He invites us to see ourselves as creative participants in the dynamic working out of what it 

means to be Presbyterian in our unique setting in time and space.  

 

Angell's book reminds me of the beauty I discovered the first time I read our Book of Order and witnessed the 

thoughtfulness that has gone into our governance, worship, and processes for discipline.  Although I know that 

many people would not expect to find poetry, much less beauty, in what essentially amounts to an operations 

manual, those people are likely to be surprised by what is contained within.   

 

I've been thinking about both of these books a lot lately as I work with our 'Exploring Discipleship' class, as I 

prepare to lead two of our young people through confirmation, and as we celebrated the Ordination and 

Installation of our latest class of Ruling Elders.  Each of these experiences has been an opportunity for me to 

remember my own faith journey and why, despite a few challenges, I continue to embrace the PC(USA) even as 

she has continued to embrace me.   

 

So, for your enjoyment and as a possible entry to further conversation, I want to tell you how I spell Presbyterian. 

 

P – Perfect, we are not.  What we are instead is willing to accept our flaws and work together to improve. 

R – Reformed and always being Reformed.  We believe that God continues to breathe life into our church and 

help us to be the Church we need to be for the world as we encounter it. 

E – Egalitarian.  We believe that the Church should be lead equally by those in professional ministry and those 

who serve as Ruling Elders.  We believe that the laity has input to be valued equally to that of our clergy. 
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S – Sacramental.  We celebrate two sacraments, Baptism and Communion.  The first represents God's welcome of 

each person.  The second is a sign and a symbol of God's redeeming love given to us in the life, ministry, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

B – Body of Christ.  We strive to recognize the unique gifts of each person and be a place where those gifts can be 

nourished and shared.  

Y – Youthful.  If you don't believe me, I encourage you to visit the Presbyterian Youth Triennium – a gathering of 

thousands of Presbyterian youth being held this July. 

T – Thoughtful.  We may not move quickly but when we do, you can be sure that we have put our best efforts, 

ideas, and energy into making faithful decisions. 

E – Education.  We encourage education for all people and we require it for our Teaching Elders.  We have over 

65 colleges, universities, seminaries, and secondary schools that are directly supported by our denomination.  We 

have put our money where our mouth is when it comes to education. 

R – Robert's Rules of Order.  We know it would be easier to have a Pope to make all of our decisions, but instead, 

we have a Presbytery.  Robert's Rules help us to ensure that we hear the voices that might otherwise be ignored 

and pay attention to those with whom we disagree. 

I – Imagination.  We are open to new ideas and the possibility that God is already preparing us for a world we can 

only imagine. 

A – All are welcome.  God has consistently led us to open our doors a little bit wider and we have responded by 

working to break down the barriers of race, gender, ability, orientation, and theology. 

M – Mission.  We believe that God has sent us into the world to share God's love through mission.  At our best, 

we do this by Nurturing relationship, loving our Neighbors, and Not being afraid to get our hands dirty.   

 

And that's how I spell Presbyterian.  

Noble Road is delighted to have Stephanie Johnson join our staff as Office Manager.  She comes with high 

regard from Boulevard Church where she served in the same position for the past two years and previously for 11 

years at Church of the Covenant.   She has been described by her previous colleagues as genuine, flexible, 

compassionate, discreet, and extremely competent. “She has a strong faith and intentionally makes every contact 

“a good pastoral experience.” She innately understands that this contact may be the only time the person may ever 

experience the love of God.” 

Stephanie finds that the position of Office Manager enables her to fulfil her own passion of being able to support 
people. She hopes that by doing the tasks that free up the pastor’s time, then the pastor can spend more time 
meeting the human needs of people through preaching and pastoral care.  She values the church newsletter as it 
keeps everyone informed and looks forward to adding news of interest.     
 
Stephanie comes from a family of eight sisters, has three daughters of her own and four grandchildren.  She has 
been married to Kenyon Johnson for 16 years and they have been together for 23 years this April. Being a wife, 
mother and grandmother, her family is the center of her life. Stephanie enjoys gardening, reading and is an avid 
recycler. She is also a Browns, Cavs and Indians fan!  At her church she is a Stephen Minister and a deacon.   
Please stop by and say hello or call Stephanie with your needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Presbyterian Women February Meeting: Presbyterian Women will gather on Monday, February 8th 

beginning at 6:30 pm. at the home of Barbara Wherley, 3104 Lincoln Blvd., Cleveland Heights. We will 

continue our Bible Study, Come to the Waters, Chapter 5, “Stormy Waters-Faith. Cynthia Johnston will 

lead us. If you are able to come for the evening meal (6:30-7:30 pm), please let Barbara know by calling 

216/371-2443. If possible read the materials, bring your comments and questions and be prepared to have a 

meaningful discussion. PLEASE call Barbara, 216/371-2443 if you plan to attend and if you would like to contribute to 

the menu. All women are welcome. Come when you can; leave when you must. 

 

Four Church Lent Schedule: Bethlehem Lutheran, Hope Lutheran, and Noble Road Presbyterian churches will 

gather together for midweek Lenten services on Wednesdays starting on February 17th.  As in past years, we will 

meet for a light soup supper and program, then conclude our evenings with a brief worship service. This year’s 

program will look at Matthew 15:31-46 and ask the question, “Who is my neighbor?”. We will explore issues of 

poverty, immigration race, mental illness, and incarceration. The dinners and programs will start at 6:00pm with 

the worship service following at 7:30 pm. 

 

 Feb. 17th  at 6:00 pm @ Hope Lutheran 

 Feb. 24th  at 6:00 pm @ Bethlehem Lutheran 

 March 2nd  at 6:00 pm @ Noble Road Presbyterian 

 March 9th  at 6:00 pm @ Hope Lutheran 

 March 16th  at 6:00 pm @ Bethlehem Lutheran 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran, Pastor Jessica Shields, 3740 Mayfield Road, 216/382-4545 

Hope Lutheran, Pastor Don King, 2222 N. Taylor Rd., 216/371-5252 

Noble Road Presbyterian, Pastor Meredith White, 2780 Noble Rd., 216/382-0606 

 

Church School:  February 7 and 21, 11:30am-12:30pm in the Rainbow Room.  Joan and Sarah Webster will be 

with the children teaching the topic of “Last Supper/Lord’s Supper”.  Details for the adult discussion group are not 

available. We hope to see both children and adults for these classes. 

Homeless Stand Down – Presbyterian Women joined with Hands On Northeast Ohio to support the Homeless 

Standdown, 2016. We sold T-shirts from Hand-On Northeast Ohio with logos and a slogan for the Homeless 

Stand down. For each T-shirt purchased, hands-On Northeast Ohio was able to purchase 1 pair of warm boots. 

Our efforts yielded the purchase of 30 T-shirts and 30 pairs of warm boots! Thank you to all who participated. 

Recycle used greeting cards: Presbyterian Women is collecting used Christmas, Easter, Sympathy, 

Thanksgiving, Birthday and Thank You cards in a box outside the church office. We will send them to St Jude’s 

Ranch for Children, where children and volunteers use them to create new holiday and all-occasion greeting 

cards. Recycled cards are sold to support their programs and services for abused, neglected and homeless 

children, young adults and families. The backside of the front of the card should be clear of writing. St. Jude’s 

cannot accept Hallmark, Disney or American Greeting cards. 

 

Thank you! My sincere appreciation to all who contributed to the “thank you” event in my honor on Sunday, January, 24, 

2016. I learned a lot as I covered many of the secretarial duties of the church. I appreciate your patience as I know I made 

many mistakes. The cake was not only delicious but could easily win “Cake Wars” on the Food Channel. I know that I will 

use the Applebee’s gift cards when dining with friends. The miniature roses are beautiful and I am hopeful to be able to 

transplant them outside in the summer. The candy is quite a treat! Again thank you for your kindness – Judy Beeler



 
 

Lenten Collection for the Heights Family to Family Collaborative 
 

During the Wednesday evening Lenten worship services with the two Lutheran churches, we will once again be 

collecting money for the Heights Family to Family Collaborative, located on Taylor Road in Cleveland Heights. 

(You may also donate at regular worship services during Lent, by making a notation on your check.) Established 

in 2007, the Collaborative is part of a large network of agencies called The Centers for Families and Children, 

with branches located primarily in Cleveland, providing many types of assistance to those in need. 

 

The Heights center offers the following services: 

 Assisting in the identification of community issues and needs as they relate to youth/families 

 Advocating for youth/family/community 

 Consulting and supporting to strengthen and expand community networking/partnerships 

 Emergency food (eligibility requirement) 

 Foster/Adoptive Parent and Relative Caregiver Support Group 

 Foster Care Recruitment 

 Rent assistance (eligibility requirements) 

 Ohio Benefit Bank (call to schedule appointment) 

 Utility assistance (eligibility requirements) 

 Mental health/counseling linkage 

 Parental support 

 Job training and education 

 Transportation, child care and/or respite help 

 Landlord/tenant issues 

Wraparound Services 

 

Rain, Snow, Sleet? Don’t let inclement weather this winter cause you to miss church service on Sunday. If you 

are unable to attend church due to lack of transportation, Action Taxi will get you to and from church free of 

charge. Simply fill out the cards with the pertinent information and place them in the box in the church 

office. All requests for rides must be in the box by Thursday every week. Contact me, Earl M. Thomas, at 

216-647-3661 if you have any questions. 

Action Taxi, serving the Lord since 2015. 

 

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS 

 

Pastoral Care:   Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com Pastor  

Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door . 

Church Office Hours:   Monday-Friday 9am-12noon 

DEADLINES: 

Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 

nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday Bulletin”. 

Newsletter articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at 

nrpc@sbcbglobal.net Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”. 

If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the Newsletter, please 

get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
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February Birthdays 
  
01 Illianna Levenson 

03 Jeff Babic 

05 Leslie Sugiuchi Anderson 

07 Tom Monah 

16 Bethany Rudy 

 

Prayer Families this month 
 
  1. Rob Butler 
  2. Kelly and Brandon Cantwell  (formerly Kelly Doran) 
  3. Baolu and Victoria Chen 
  4. Denise Coletta 
  5.   Delmar Cummings 
  6.   Sandra Doran 
  7.   Stephanie Doran 
  8. Nan Dorer 
  9. Ivy Dulany 
10. Jan Giles 
11. Pat Harding 
12. Ann Johnston 
13. Cynthia and Willie Johnston 
14. Lorna and Steve Johnston 
15. Genny Kanka 
16. Vicki Kanka 
17.   Courtney Koch 
18. Yildiz, Troy and Noelle Koch 
19. Eric Koenig 
20.   Sean Koenig 
21. Tricia Dykers and Mark Koenig 
22. Earla Kummer 
23.   John Lane 
24. Jonell, Lonny, Illianna, and Madalyn Levenson 
25. Kathryn Little 
26. Ann Randall and John Luttermoser 
27. Scott Luttermoser 
28. Tim Luttermoser 
29. Parents and staff at Children’s Discovery Preschool 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 
 
February 07:  Exodus 34: 29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:2 and Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43) 
   
February 14:  Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13 and Luke 4: 1-13 
   
February 21:  Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippines 3: 17-4:1 and Luke 13: 31-35 
       
February 28:  Isaiah 55: 1-9; Psalm 63: 1-8; 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 and Luke 13: 1-9 
 
    
 

Thank you for those who have served last month! 
 
Lay Leaders: Earl M. Thomas, Lynne Miller, Marcello Atanasio, Cynthia Johnston and Illianna Levenson 
 
Communion Preparation:   Joan Webster 
 
Communion Servers:    Maria Bernardo, Judith Beeler, Willie Johnston, and Joan Webster 
 
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio 
 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women- Cynthia Johnston, Joanne Westin and Maria Bernardo 
 
Offering Collection:   Scott and Matthew Monah, Julia Babic, Illianna and Madalyn Levenson and Genny Kanka 
 

 

Session  
 
        2016           2017           2018 
Judith Beeler    Bob Szaniszlo    Jonell Levenson 
Maria Bernardo   Debbie Manzano   Chuck Szaniszlo 
Willie Johnston   Isaac Monah    Joanne Westin 
 
 
========================================================================== 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of Jesus Christ. 
We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We welcome and include persons 
without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, gender identity, mental condition, sexual orien- 
tation or economic class. We partner with communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts 
of time, talent and treasure to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can 
rejoice and be glad. 
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