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An Open Letter to the month of December 
 
Dear December, it's good to see you again but I think it is time for us to have a talk. A 'Come to Jesus' moment, if 
you will. You already get the credit for being 'the most wonderful time of the year' and I can understand your 
desire to share that wonder and beauty with the other, less appreciated months but I feel like we've lost something 
along the way. Maybe we should be having this discussion over a frosty pint of Great Lakes Christmas Ale 
(which, by the way, you can now get all year round if you know where to look) but I am pretty sure we're both 
pretty busy until after New Year's. 
 
You can probably see where this is going. You likely expect a flurry of criticism about how your holiday cheer 
has seemed to spread relentlessly before even the first flake of snow has melted on a child's outstretched tongue. 
You may even agree with me about the unfortunate existence of our newest tradition of holiday shaming – we 
can't seem to get enough of judging one another over timing, décor, purchasing, and even appropriate greetings 
for this time of year. I know, it isn't completely your fault but we certainly don't seem to have this problem with 
the other 11 months of the year. Only during December do we experience the blizzard of red, white, and green 
that blows through every aspect of our lives and leaves us to shovel it out so we can get on with our lives.   
 
It may not be your fault December, but each year I am more and more convinced that you are the only one that 
can help us put the twinkle back in your lights and the egg back in your nog. To this end, I would like to offer a 
few simple suggestions. The first is to stop confusing yourself with an explicitly Christian Holiday or a particular 
season. Yes, Christmas is celebrated by people all over the world and it is a huge holiday but there are at least 5 
other global religions with Holy Days at this time of year that are equally sacred and exciting. It may also surprise 
you to realize that in Australia, December is a summer month and even in Florida, almost no one expects it to 
snow. December, your identity is much bigger than Christmas and winter. Second, please help us to remember 
that we can be generous and charitable in every month. Hunger, homelessness, and poverty don't follow the 
Gregorian calendar and soup kitchens always need an extra hand. Third, please do what you can to reign in the 
sleigh until it's your turn. As much as I enjoy Christmas Carols and Holiday parties, no one wants to eat yule log 
for breakfast all year long. At some point it stops being a special treat. I hope you will take these suggestions to 
heart and know that they are offered in the spirit of the season. December, you are delightful and you have so 
much to share. With your help, I think we can find new excitement at the gifts you will bring.   
 
PS – Thank you for all you already do to help us remember the importance of Peace On Earth. 
 

~~~Pastor Meredith 
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Christmas Joy Offering:  November 27, 2016 – December 24, 2016 
       The Christmas Joy Offering has been a Presbyterian Tradition for more than 70 years.  As we celebrate with 
joy our unity in God’s family, we are providing tangible support to persons in our community of faith. 
      The receipts from the offering are distributed to the Board of Pensions (50%) to support assistance programs 
and to the committee on Higher Education (50%) to support the Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges. 
      The assistance programs of the Board of Pensions offer help to both retired and active church workers and to 
the spouses and families in time of need.  These programs supplement the individual’s regular benefits  
when they are inadequate to meet special financial needs. 
      Income supplements are available to retired church workers and their spouses when their total incomes fall 
below a level established by the Board of Pensions. 
      Nursing Home Care Assistance can help eligible retired church workers and their spouses who need long-term 
placement but whose income and assets are inadequate to pay for the costs of such care, and who are not 
participating in Medicaid. 
       Shared Grants are provided for any eligible church worker or surviving spouse in the event of an emergency 
or special financial need. 
      The Presbyterian Church has long supported minority education by founding and funding racial ethic schools.  
Funds are used for basic operating monies and allow the schools to provide a greater number of scholarships to 
deserving students. The schools provide students with an opportunity many would not otherwise receive – to 
develop their gifts and strengthen their academic preparation for our common future.  All Presbyterian Church 
(USA) related schools & colleges are open to any qualified student, regardless of race. 
        You may give your donation during the offering or send it directly to the church office.  Be sure to mark 
Christmas Joy Offering on it.  Thank you for your participation. 
 
Wednesday Advent Suppers and Services:  We are invited to join our 4-Church friends for Wednesday evening 
Advent Suppers and Services.  The schedule is as follows: 
 
    Wednesday:   12/07/2016, 6:30 pm Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
    Wednesday:   12/14/2016, 6:30 pm  Noble Road Presbyterian Church 
 
Those of us who attend find the fellowship and worship a significant part of our preparation for Christmas. 
 
Old-Fashioned Christmas Gathering: Presbyterian Women would like to invite you to come and participate in 
an old-fashioned Christmas afternoon for sharing and enjoying each other’s talents. It will be held on Sunday, 
Dec. 11th from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. We welcome performers of all ages – musicians, vocalists, 
poets, short skit actors, etc. Our only restriction is one performance per solo act or group (but the same person 
may participate in more than one group) and that each performance be no more than 5-6 minutes in length. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to bring one plate of cookies or treats to share.  We will supply the beverages. 
 
You may RSVP to our office manager Stephanie at 216/382-0660 to say you are participating and with the 
information you want in the program. Of course, you are always welcome to come, even if you do not perform!   
 
Aluminum Flip Tops:  Please bring any of your saved aluminum flip tops to the church office by December 10th. 
 Thank you. We will add them to any metal that has been collected since the last drop off and head to the re-cycle 
center. 
 
Gift Cards: Thanks to Maria Bernardo and R.J. Miller, NRPC has a gift card program that allows us to get some 
extra revenue. The second Sunday of each month orders for gift cards are received. Depending upon the gift card, 
NRPC receives a percentage of the cost of the card. In our 2016 budget, we hoped to receive $400.00 from gift 
card sales. We are doing extremely well. To date we have received $623.16 from gift card sales. We have one 
more Sunday to purchase gift cards this year --- December 11th. Please consider purchasing gift cards for your 
holiday giving and your personal purchases through the church gift card program. 
 



Children’s Church School in November:  The story of Martha and Mary (Luke 10: 38-42) was the November 
lesson for Children’s Church School. As you know there can be many interpretations of this scripture. The 
importance of JESUS was the focus we selected. During our second session, the children were requested to make 
a unified list of what was important to them, with JESUS being first on their list. They were asked to make their 
list no longer than 10 items. I thought you would be interested in their listing (no priority order inferred). 
 
 ●  Family   ●  Friends  ●  Animals and  Pets   

●  Food, Water, Shelter ●  Neighbors  ●  Community 
●  Church   ●  Holidays  ●  Love/Peace  
●  Teachers 

 
A Big Thank You:  Have you looked into Room 103 within the last month?  It has been changed from blue to a 
beautiful yellow.  Karen Reinke has spent many hours repairing and painting those walls.  We are so fortunate 
that Karen shares her gifts and talents with us.  Thank you, Karen.  
 
"Each year something special happens at Noble Road Church: On one special Sunday,  
the honorary Santa’s elves look through their homes and find treasures to share. Why not  
join the ranks of these special creatures and share a special treasure on December 18th for  
the silent auction? Some suggestions: Special basket of your favorite baked item, pies,  
cookies, breads, etc., personal services/skills. Repurpose an item by adding ingredients to  
make something special. Re-gift an item that has sat on a shelf for a long time. Make a pillow.  
Knit a scarf. Bring your items to the church on or before the morning of December 18th and  
be sure to help the elves share their treasures by joining in on the Silent Auction." 

December Movie Night: Join us for Movie Night at Noble Road on Dec. 16th at 6:30pm in the Chapel.  
Enjoy the movie and a brief discussion afterward. Bring your own snacks. The movie for December is “Love 
Actually”. It’s a comedy, drama, romance, that follows the lives of eight very different couples in dealing with 
their love lives in various loosely interrelated tales all set during a frantic month before Christmas in London, 
England. 
 

Community Meal - The Merry Merry Meal of Joy!: On the 1st day of Christmas, we  will gather 
to share the Lord’s bounty.  Jingle your bells with us on December 25th at 11:30 am. Noel, Noel!! 

 
 
 
 
 
December Birthdays 
8th    Julia Babic      21st   Noelle Koch 
11th  Scott Anderson, Willie Johnston 22nd  Nan Dorer 
13th  Vicki Kanka    26th Barbara Wherley 
17th  Celinda Miller    28th Phyllis Brown 
18th   Joan Webster     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Prayer Families: (one for each day of the month) 
  1. Geizel Canady-Ashford 
  2. Kelly & Brandon Cartwell 
  3. Baolu & Victoria Chen 
  4. Denise Coletta 
  5.   Delmar Cummings 
  6.   Sandra Doran, Stephanie Doran 
  7.   Nan Dorer  
  8. Ivy Dulaney 
  9. Jan Giles 
10. Pat Harding 
11. Stephanie, Kenyon Johnson & family 
12. Ann Johnston 
13. Cynthia & Willie Johnston 
14. Lorna & Steve Johnston 
15. Genny Kanka 
16. Vicki Kanka 
17. Courtney Koch 
18. Yildiz, Troy & Noelle Koch 
19.   Eric Koenig 
20. Sean Koenig 
21. Tricia Dykers & Mark Koenig 
22.   Earla Kummer 
23. John Lane 
24. Jonell, Lonny, Illianna & Madalyne Levenson 
25.   Peace on Earth 
26. Kathryn Little 
27. Ann Randall & John Luttermoser 
28. Scott Luttermoser 
29. Tim Luttermoser 
30. Ben Manzano 
31. Happy & Safe New Year’s Eve 
 
Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
December 4th: Isa. 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
December 11th: Isa 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
December 18th: Isa 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
December 25th: Dawn: Isa. 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2(1-7) 8-20 
   Day: Isa. 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrew 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 
 
Thank you to those who have served last month! 
Worship Leader:   Rev. Meredith White, Maria Bernardo 
Lay Leaders:  Judy Beeler, Matthew Monah, Barbara Wherley, Susan Wherley 
Communion Preparation: Judy Beeler 
Communion Servers:    Judy Beeler, Chuck Szaniszlo, Joanne Westin & Barbara Wherley  
Usher and Greeter:    Marcelo Atanasio 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:   Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women  
Offering Collection:    Julia Babic, Debbie Gurney, Illianna Levenson, Madalyne Levenson  

 
 
 
 
 



THE WINDOW 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Pastoral Care:  Contact Pastor Meredith White at 216/906-3026 or meredithwz@gmail.com  
Pastor  Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door. 
Stephanie Johnson, Office Manager Hours:  Monday-Friday 9am-12noon,  
 

DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday Bulletin”. 
 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”.  
 
*If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the “Window” please get it 
to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 

 
 
 
 

Session 
 
          2016     2017    2018 

Judith Beeler    Debbie Manzano  Jonell Levenson 
Maria Bernardo   Isaac Monah   Chuck Szaniszlo 
Willie Johnston   Bob Szaniszlo   Joanne Westin (Clerk) 
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 


