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Let Us All Sing Together
Thoughts from Pastor Meredith

A few weeks ago, our organist had some car trouble and needed a ride to church on Sunday morning. Although this was 
not a problem, it did mean that she did not arrive in time to accompany us during the opening hymn. I wasn’t particularly 
concerned and I assumed that we would just skip the first song and move forward through the rest of the service. So, 
imagine my surprise when the lay leader for the day announced the hymn and asked for volunteers to either play the piano 
or simply pick a note and start singing. After a bit of stumbling through the first couple of lines, we settled on a key and sang 
what was a truly impressive a cappella rendition of Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (#366 in the Glory to God Hymnal). 
The next day, a church member reflected that she thoroughly enjoyed the experience and wished that we would do more a 
cappella singing as a congregation. To be honest, I completely agree with her. However, I am also quite aware that for some 
folks this would be, at best, an uncomfortable experience. 

This got me to thinking. What role does congregational singing play in our worship as a community?  I would like to 
suggest that there are at least three reasons why congregational singing is important – it is spiritual, relational, and 
educational. In many ways, when we sing together, we give expression to the heart of our faith.   

St. Augustine is believed to have said “he who sings, prays twice”. When we sing, we are not only offering praise through the 
words offered but through the very music itself. Indeed, the largest single portion of our scripture is a collection of songs 
and prayers of the people of Israel. Although we no longer can be sure of the musical settings for the psalms, we know that 
they were intended to be sung and they have continued to be sung by God’s people for thousands of years. Singing is a 
spiritual act.

When we sing together, we have to be in tune with the people around us. Literally. I have to admit, that it is sometimes 
difficult for me to sing from the pulpit, as I am often more comfortable when there is a strong voice next to me that 
will help me find the right notes. I am often awed by the experience of  being in a group of  20-200 different people all 
breathing together, each finding their place in the music. Some will take the melody and others with harmonize and 
together, we will become more than any of  us could be alone. Singing is a relational act.

Many teachers will know that one of  the best tools for learning is to set the information to song. It is how I can 
remember the names of  Jacob’s sons, the twelve disciples, and the Hebrew alphabet. The songs we sing in worship 
teach us about who and how God is in the world through poetic images that add depth to what may otherwise be 
abstract theological concepts. Singing is an educational act.

Whether hymns or solos, anthems or choruses – congregational singing is a vital component of  our worship. 
Worship is one of  the few places where we are encouraged to ‘make a joyful noise’ and to sing as if  no one is 
listening. It brings us together as the body of  Christ and it gives us a deeper understanding of  the journey of  faith. 
Our journey is a lot like our singing – sometimes uncomfortable and unfamiliar and at other times beautiful and easy. 
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Celebrating Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
at 

Noble Road Presbyterian Church
Date/Time Activity Available Information

Wednesday, December 02, 2015
6:30-7:45 pm

Advent meal and program 
with FourChurch

Location:  Hope Lutheran 
Church

Sunday, December 06, 2015 
11:30 am

Making decorations for a 
“bird tree”

Maria Bernardo has agreed to 
coordinate this event.

Wednesday, December 09, 2015
6:30-7:45 pm

Advent meal and program 
with FourChurch

Location:  Noble Road 
Presbyterian Church

Monday, December 14, 2015  
9:30 am  gather in Lobby of 

Judson   Manor

Christmas Caroling at Judson 
Manor (home of Pat Harding)

Joanne Westin and Willie 
Johnston have agreed to 

coordinate
Wednesday, December 16, 2015

6:30-7:45 pm
Advent meal and program 

with FourChurch
 Location:  Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 20, 2015 

11:00am/1:30 pm
Advent Lunch 

and
Advent Silent Auction 

and
Advent Activity

Hostess Committee will plan 
lunch.

R.J. Miller, Jonell Levenson 
& Marcelo Atanasio will 

coordinate the Silent Auction.
Thursday, December 24, 2015   

7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 

pm followed by reception
Vicki Kanka will coordinate 

the reception
Sunday, December 29, 2015   

11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Community Meal Marcelo Atanasio will 

coordinate
Sunday, January 03, 2015

10:00 am
Epiphany Sunday

with

Selection of Epiphany Stars
Saturday, January 09, 2015

9:00 am
Undecorate the Church Judith Beeler has agreed to 

coordinate this event.

Pastor Office Hours:  Pastor Meredith is looking forward to meeting everyone -- please make an 
appointment (216.906.3016) or just stop by her office anytime to visit. She will be in the office at the 
following times:  Mondays; 9am – 5pm; Wednesdays, 9am – 4pm; Thursdays 11am – 7 pm. She will 
be working at home on Tuesdays, please feel free to call her if you need anything (216.906.3026).

Office Coverage:  We are hopeful to have volunteers available in the church office to answer the 
phone, pick up phone messages and bring in the mail several days per week for a few hours. If you 
would be able to assist with this office coverage, please contact Linda Rudy at 216.397.0586.
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A Holiday Time Out:  Presbyterian Women will attend the Western Reserve Chorale’s Holiday 
Concert on Friday, December 11, 2015 at 7:30 pm. The location is their new home at Disciples 
Church 3663 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44121. Parking is adjacent to the church; a 
freewill offering will be collected. Join us -- take some time out to relax and enjoy the music of 
the season.

Legacy Christmas CDs:  Two CDs of  holiday music were produced as a project partnered by 
Presbyterian; Women and Living Waters of the World. One is “Legacy Christmas – A Celtic 
Inspired Collection” ; the second is “Legacy Christmas – Native Carols and Hymns”. Proceeds from 
the project will provide clean water and assistance to women and children in the U.S. and abroad 
by the two organizations. The CDs will be available in Fellowship Hall beginning November 29, 
2015 through December 20, 2015. Purchase as gifts or as an addition to your holiday music collect. 
Suggested donation is $15.00 each. Each organization will benefit --  please take this opportunity to 
support them. Sponsored by Noble Road Presbyterian Church – Presbyterian Women.

FourChurch Advent suppers and programs:  There are many ways we prepare for Christmas. 
Some of us gather together with members from now two other churches to fellowship eat dinner 
and share the anticipation of the upcoming celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. This year 
we will be meeting on the following Wednesdays from 6:30-7:45pm. Our locations will be as 
follows:  December 02 will be at Hope Lutheran Church. December 09 will be here at NRPC 
(check with Joanne Westin to see how you can help with the meal). December 16, 2015 will be 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Although Grace Lutheran Church (our fourth in FourChurch) 
has closed, we hope that some of their members will be joining us for this programming. Think 
about coming. You may be surprised how much you enjoy attending these programs.

Buildings and Grounds Report :  Last month I reported on our many maintenance 
expenditures to keep the church humming. This month I am reporting on the labors of love 
which keep the church cozy.  Many have been busy winterizing the church – bringing in hoses 
and chairs, closing spigots, disconnecting rain barrels, cleaning the grounds and gutters , 
bleeding radiators, closing storms, etc.  Hopefully, by the time you are reading this, all the leaves 
will have been raked and picked up by the city…not like last year when we were waiting for snow 
to melt in order to rake in December!  
And please note what a lovely job Karen has done in replacing the missing and cracked floor tiles 
-------outside of the office entryway. Thanks Karen!

Children’s Church School and Discussion Group in January:  Our after church sessions will 
be on January 10 and January 17, 2016, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm. The Children will meet in the 
Rainbow Room with Barbara Wherley to learn more about the Beatitudes. Discussion Group 
will meet in the Library to learn more about  “The Small Church”. Among other references, 
articles from June, 2015 Presbyterians Today will form the basis for the discussion. Maria 
Bernardo and Judith Beeler will lead the discussion.
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Rain, Snow, Sleet?  Don’t let inclement weather this winter cause you to miss church service on 
Sunday. If you are unable to attend church due to lack of transportation, Action Taxi will get you 
to and from church free of charge and will be available beginning after Thanksgiving. Simply fill 
out the (soon to be provided) cards with the pertinent information and place them in the box in 
the church office. All requests for rides must be in the box by Thursday every week. Contact me, 
Earl M. Thomas, at 216-647-3661 if you have any questions.
Action Taxi, serving the Lord since 2015.

Our Donations are Appreciated!  “I just received the donations of coats, hats, and gloves.  
Please spread my word of thanks to the congregation!  It is so needed right now and our families 
really appreciate it.  The kids get so excited when they have something warm to wear.  Hope 
you have a wonderful Thanksgiving.” From Wendy Burkey, MSSW, LSW; School Social Worker; 
Noble Elementary / Monticello Middle

Doreen Kayla is one person who has benefited from the Christmas Joy Offering.

The Christmas Joy Offering helps church employees and their families through retirement and 
hard times. 

The Christmas Joy Offering helps Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges provide 
opportunities, possibilities, and experiences for their students. It also helps these schools and 
colleges nurture their students’ racial and ethnic heritage while furthering their education and 
spiritual leadership abilities.

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we serve those who have served us. They have led us and 
nurtured us.

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we nurture the young people who come after us to bring 
forth a new world. 

Doreen grew up in Kenya. Her childhood --- unlike that of many of her classmates at Stillman 
College --- wasn’t filled with after school activities and family vacations. Instead, she experienced 
the height of the violence of the Kenyan crisis, where an estimated 800 to 1,500 men, women, and 
children were killed and 180,000 to 600,000 displaced. In her words she says, “…that part of my life 
is really difficult for me to relive. It’s painful, and I’ve tried to put that behind me.”  But that difficult 
and painful part of her life is also the soil where the seeds of desire to help others was planted. 
She goes on to say, “After the post-election violence, a message of peace began to spread and I 
worked under the umbrella of USAID to help collect food and clothing for those men, women, 
and children who were displaced. However little we had, we gave in an effort to save a life. After all, 
God calls us to be our brother’s keeper, so that’s just what I did.”

Doreen came to Stillman College as a pre-med major with plans to study nursing. Her plans 
changed after she arrived, and today Doreen is studying psychology. “I’ve grown to love this 
field. My studies continue to give me insight into some of the social issues that I’ve personally 
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experienced in my life. With this new insight, I’ve decided to focus on pursuing a career in the 
mental health field, with the hope of helping as many people as possible.”

According to Doreen, schools like Stillman are important because “they provide a place where 
racial ethnic students can really connect with their roots and establish the foundations they need 
to be successful in life.”  She also adds that schools like Stillmann help keep family tradition alive. 
“I’ve met many students here who have come to Stillman because their mother or father or aunt 
or uncle attended here. For so many, this is a family tradition.”

“My faith in God is what keeps me going. Sometimes it’s hard being away from home, but 
prayers have moved mountains and worked miracles in my life that I never imagined could 
be possible. My faith has continued to grow during my time at Stillman, and I’m so grateful… 
so blessed. My journey hasn’t always been easy, but my experiences have brought me closer to 
God and helped me deepen my faith, and I hope to be able to share that faith with others as I 
continue on my journey…wherever God may lead me.”

The Christmas Joy Offering helps church employees with assistance in their time of need. It helps 
provide racial ethnic education and leadership development.

There will be two inserts in the Sunday bulletin during the Christmas Joy Offering Season, which 
will outline further instances where people are being helped by our contributions.

Please give generously, to help others like Doreen.

On Sunday, December the 20th, when Christians all around the world will be thinking about 
the birth of the Messiah, we will take up the Christmas Joy Offering.

Please take this opportunity to give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering. 
Thank you,  Willie Johnston on behalf of the Finance Committee.

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS

Pastoral Care:  Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com
Pastor Office Hours:  Mondays: 9a – 5p; Wednesdays:  9a – 4p;  Thursdays: 11a – 7p
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday (hours will vary based on volunteer coverage)

DEADLINES:
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com. Make subject line read, “For NRPC Sunday Bulletin”.

Newsletter articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23th of the month to Gayle Klaber at  
gklaber@mac.com. Make subject line read, “ For NRPC Window”.

If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or an article in the 
Newsletter, please get it to Judith Beeler who will see that Gayle receives it by the deadline.
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December Birthdays
08 Julia Babic
11 Willie Johnston, 
 Scott Anderson
13 Vicki Kanka
17 Celinda Miller
18 Joan Webster
21 Noel Koch
22 Nan Dorer
26 Barbara Wherley
28 Phyllis Brown

Lectionary for the Lord’s Day 
December 06: Second Sunday in Advent
Malachi 3: 1-4; Luke 1: 68-79; Philippians 1: 3-11;  
Luke 3: 1-6
December 13: Third Sunday in Advent
Zephaniah 3: 14-20; Isaiah 12: 2-6; Philippians 4: 4-7; 
Luke 3: 7-18
December 20: Fourth Sunday in Advent
Micah 5: 2-5a; Luke 1: 46b-55 or Psalms 80: 1-7; 
Hebrews 10: 5-10; Luke 1: 39-45 (46-55)
December 27:  
1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26; Psalms 148; Colossians 3: 12-17; 
Luke 2: 41-52

SESSION
 2015    2016
      Joanne Westin          Judith Beeler
    Barbara Wherley     Maria Bernardo
           Erya Yu      Willie Johnston

2017
Bob Szaniszlo

Debbie Manzano
Isaac Monah

Prayer Families this month 
  1. Courtney Koch
  2. Yildiz, Troy & Noelle Koch
  3.   Eric Koenig
  4.   Sean Koenig
  5.   Tricia Dykers & Mark Koenig
  6.  Earla Kummer
  7.  John Lane
  8.   Jonell, Lonny, Illianna & Madalyne Levenson
  9. Kathryn Little
10. Ann Randall & John Luttermoser
11. Scott Luttermoser
12. Tim Luttermoser
13. Ben Manzano
14. Debbie Gurney & Ron Manzano
15. Vince Manzano 
16. Audrey Miller
17. R.J. Miller
18. Mazo Beawin, Isaac, Scott, Matthew and   
 Beihou Monah
19.  Tom Monah
20.  Marianne and Bob Pescho
21. Mickie Razek
22. Karen Reinke
23. Katie Ritzman
24. Those who have suffered a death of a loved one
25. Those without family and friends
26. Joanne Westin & Roy Ritzman
27 Bethany Rudy
28. Linda & Tom Rudy
29. Tyler Rudy
20.   Parents, Students & Staff at Noble Road   
 Elementary School
31. Parents, Students & Staff at Dougbe River   
 Presbyterian School in Liberia

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVED LAST MONTH!

Lay Leaders:  Judith Beeler, John Luttermoser, Marcelo Atanasio, Earl Thomas and Joanne 
Westin

Communion Preparation:  Joan Webster
Communion Servers:  Judith Beeler, Maria Bernardo, Joan Webster, and Joanne Westin
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women – Cynthia Johnston, Judith Beeler
Offering Collection:  Madalyne and Illianna Levenson, Julia Babic, Scott and Matthew Monah
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Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday

15am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

25am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

6:30 – 7:45 pm
 FourC

hurch 
Advent m

eal and program
 at 

H
ope Lutheran C

hurch

35am
 -7pm

: Preschool
7-9 pm

:  Abundant Praise 
(Library)
5-7  pm

:  D
iscipleship  

(C
hapel)

7:00 pm
:  C

hoir Practice
     (C

hoir R
oom

)

45am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

5

610am
:  W

orship w
ith 

com
m

union/Fellow
ship H

r.
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise 
(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

:  R
ecovery  (Library)

1:30 – 4:30 pm
  Shiksha 

D
aan (C

hapel and R
m

. 103)
6:30-8:30 pm

  C
ourts of 

Praise (Sanctuary)

75am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

85am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

7:00 – 9:00  pm
   Session 

(C
hapel)

95am
-7pm

: Preschool
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

103)
6:30 – 7:45 pm

 FourC
hurch 

Advent m
eal and program

 at 
N

R
PC

105am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

115am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

12

1310am
: W

orship/ Fellow
ship 

H
r.

12 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

1:30-4:30 pm
:  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel and R
m

. 103))
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of 

Praise (Sanctuary)

145am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

9:30 am
:  C

hristm
as 

C
aroling at Judson 

M
anor (Pat H

arding’s 
residence) M

eet in 
the lobby.

155am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

6:30 – 8:30 pm
:  Eastern 

Star  (C
hapel)

165am
-7pm

: Preschool
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous  (103)
7:30 – 9:30 pm

:  Eastern Star  
(C

hapel)
6:30 – 7:45 pm

 FourC
hurch 

Advent m
eal and program

 at 
Bethlehem

 Lutheran C
hurch

175am
 -7pm

: Preschool

7-9 pm
:  Abundant Praise 

(Library)

7:00 pm
:  C

hoir Practice
     (C

hoir R
oom

)

185am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

4 – 6pm
:  G

irl Scouts 
(Spectrum

)

19

2010am
:  W

orship 
11:30 am

 – 2:00 pm
:  Advent 

Lunch, Silent Auction, 
Program
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise 
(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

1:30-4:30pm
:  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel & R
m

. 103)
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of 

Praise  (Sanctuary)

215am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

7:30 – 9:30 pm
:  

M
asons  (C

hapel)

225am
 – 7pm

: Preschool

12-2pm
: Abundant Praise 

(Sanctuary)

235am
-7pm

: Preschool

1-3pm
: R

ecovery (Library)

7-8:30 pm
: Em

otions 
Anonym

ous (R
oom

 103)

247:00 pm
:   C

hristm
as 

Eve Service follow
ed by 

reception (Sanctuary)

25C
hristm

as 
D

ay

O
ffi

ce C
losed

26

2710am
:  W

orship 
11:30 am

 – 12:30 pm
:  

C
om

m
unity M

eal
12 pm

:  Abundant Praise 
(Sanctuary)
1-3pm

: R
ecovery (Library)

1:30-4:30pm
:  Shiksha D

aan 
(C

hapel & R
m

. 103)
6:30 – 8:30 pm

:  C
ourts of 

Praise  (Sanctuary)

285am
 – 7pm

: 
Preschool

29
30

31

D
EC

EM
BER

  2015



Mission Statement

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of Jesus Christ. 
We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We welcome and include persons 
without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, gender identity, mental condition, sexual orien-
tation or economic class. We partner with communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts 
of time, talent and treasure to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can 
rejoice and be glad.

THE WINDOW 
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Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121


