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Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,  
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.   

1 Peter 4: 10 
 

Throughout the season of Lent, our congregation had the opportunity to consider a variety of spiritual practices.  
Our consideration was not exhaustive and there were quite a few that went unmentioned. One of these is 
stewardship. Yes, I said it, stewardship is a spiritual practice that can deepen our relationship with God and with 
each other. In Genesis, after creating all that is, God commissioned the first humans with the task of stewardship.  
In most translations this commissioning has implied that humanity was given dominion over or the right to 
dominate creation. However, a closer reading of the text demonstrates that nurture and caretaking are a better 
understanding of what God intended for the relationship between humanity and the rest of creation. 
 
At its heart, the practice of stewardship is the practice of taking care of the gifts that God has given us. These gifts 
can certainly include tangibles like money and property and they also include the less tangible things like passion, 
energy, talent, community, and creativity. Regardless of what gifts we are talking about, our task is to make sure 
that they are used for the good of God's eternal purpose of shalom (peace, justice, wholeness and celebration) for 
all of creation.   
 
In the Greek Scriptures, to be a steward of the Master's property was to be something much more that a high-
ranking servant or a slave. To be a steward was to be one who was in close relationship with the person in charge.  
The steward was not simply there to enforce the owner's will in all things but was empowered to make decisions 
on the owner's behalf. The steward was trusted to have a clear enough understanding of the owner's goals and 
desires that they were given the authority to speak on the owner's behalf and make decisions in accordance with 
their will.   
 
In our own language, the word Steward also has an interesting etymology. It is derived from an old German word 
that was originally translated as 'sty-warden' – the person in charge of the pigs. Sty-warden may not be a 
glamorous job but it is an important, rewarding, and complex one. The website Righteous Bacon offers this advice 
to anyone interested in the challenge of raising pigs: 
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 Don’t forget that pigs are animals and strong, occasionally stubborn animals at that. For most of  your 
 experience they’ll probably be a joy to interact with, but there may be occasions on which you and 
 your pig will disagree about what needs to happen. Be patient, remain calm, and try to work smart rather 
 than hard if you can. 
 
That seems like good advice to me. I believe that our job as stewards and our practices of stewardship may have 
quite a bit in common with being the ones in charge of the pigs. Not only are we required to understand that which 
has been given into our care, but we are also expected to understand its purpose and value to our lives and our 
world. We are stewards of God's creation and it is an important, rewarding and complex calling. As we grow in 
our relationship and understand of God's intention for our community, we are further empowered to make the 
decisions that honor the one who has trusted us with all they have. Stewardship is so much more than a time to 
figure out how much money the church needs for the coming fiscal year. It is an attitude and a lifestyle that moves 
us to honor and care for all of the gifts of God's creation, especially the pigs.     
       ~~Pastor Meredith 

 
Presbyterian Women April Meeting: Presbyterian Women will meet April 11th, at 6:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall. We will be planning our worship service; please bring ideas and resources you’d like considered. 
We also will be preparing “Care Bags” for Rene Jones Empowerment Center. The congregation is invited 
to contribute items if you wish. A collection box will be in Fellowship Hall. Items needed are: body 
wash, bar soap, deodorant, lotion, shampoo, conditioner, combs, nail clippers, tissue (individual 
packages), toothbrushes and covers, toothpaste and floss. Joan Webster will be our hostess; please call 
her at 216/258-6026 if you plan to attend and if you would like to contribute to the menu. All women are 
welcome to join the group at any time you are interested and able.  

 
Church School:  April 3rd & 17th, 11:30 am-12:30 pm in the Rainbow Room.  Marcelo Atanasio will be with the 
children teaching the topic of “Messengers”.  Details for the adult discussion group are not available. We hope to 
see both children and adults for these classes. 

 
Saving Pull Tabs from Cans 

As a way to raise a few funds, we are asking our members and friends to begin saving aluminum pull tabs that you 
find on many cans.  Soda Pop cans are definite, but other cans that have pull tabs might also be useful.  How do 
you know?  Use a magnet.  If the pull tab is attracted to the magnet it is not aluminum and we cannot use it. 
 
We are asking that you save your pull tabs starting now.  We will collect them until November 10th, when we take 
them to the recycle company and get money for them. If you have friends and family you can ask, please do.  It 
takes many pull tabs to make a pound and the more pounds the more money.  It is like free money---so we are 
going to give it a try. 
 
There are labeled plastic bags in the church office that you can use for storing tabs. Feel free to pick them up for 
yourself, your friends and family.  We ask that if you ask folks to collect the tabs that you remember to collect 
them and bring them to the church any time between now and November. In the office there is a plastic, marked 
container that you can dump your tabs in anytime through November. 
 
Thank you so much for helping with this. 
 
 
 
 



Presbyterians Today: If you would like to renew your subscription, would like a new subscription or would like 
to cancel your subscription please let Stephanie know via, email, phone message or by putting a note in her 
mailbox. The cost will depend on how many orders we have. A price range is posted on the bulletin board. You 
will receive notice of the cost and then the cost will have to be paid when the order is placed. 

 
Line Dance, Bake Sale and Plant Sale 

A big weekend is planned for May 13th and May 14th!  We are participating in Noble Neighbors weekend by 
having a dance, a bake sale and a plant sale.  Our participation is three-fold.  (1) to support the Noble Neighbors 
group as they try to bring light on our Noble Neighborhood; (2) to reach out to our neighbors to let them know we 
are here,  interested in them and have programming they might be interested in and (3) to make some revenue. To 
that end, we need your help.  If you are interested in participating in any of the following events, please let us 
know. 
  
 Line Dance: It is currently planned for 7:00pm – 10:00 pm on Friday, May 13th.  They need help getting 
   the word out. On the night of the dance, we need help setting up, selling tickets, being an  
   ambassador, selling refreshments, cleaning up, etc. Contact Marcelo Atanasio or R.J. Miller 
   if you would like to help 
 
 Bake Sale:        The Bake sale will be on Saturday, May 14th, time to be determined. We need help with  
   set up, clean up, selling and of course providing many, many baked goods (anything  
   goes!!). Contact Judith Beeler if you would like to help. 
 
 Plant Sale:      The Plant sale will be on Saturday, May 14th, time to be determined. We will need help  
   with set up, clean up, selling and of course gathering plants to sell (plants that you bring  
   from your home or grow from seed.  Plants can be indoor or outdoor plants, herbs,  
   vegetables, annuals, perennials (anything goes!!!). The more plants the better!! Contact  
   Joanne Westin if you would like to help 
 
We will need many of our members and friends to make this successful.  We hope you will be able to help. 
 

Local Mission Group 
Mission Small Group has been re-born as “Local Mission Group”.  At our meeting on Sunday, February 14, 2016, 
we planned the following: 
 
Family Promise:  We are providing 2 meals this spring to families in Transitional Housing.  The first one took 
place on March 30th. The second one is listed below. 
 

1. April 8, 2016 at 5:00 pm at Elizabeth Baptist Church – The Haven, 6114 Francis Ave.;  
Cleveland, OH  44127. 
 

Greater Cleveland Hunger Network: We will participate in the Run/Walk for Hunger on Saturday, May, 7th. 
More details to follow. 
 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank:  We are looking forward to signing up to help at the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank on May 21st.  More details to follow. 
 
Current committee members are:  Joanne Westin, Barbara Wherley, Maria Bernardo, Marcelo Atanasio, Jonell 
Levenson, Chuck Szaniszlo and Judith Beeler. If you would like to participate in any or all of the above activities 
or join the committee please let one of the committee members know.   
 
 



 
 
Recycle used greeting cards: Presbyterian Women continue to collect used Christmas, Easter, Sympathy, 
Thanksgiving, Birthday and Thank You cards in a box outside the church office. We will send them to St Jude’s 
Ranch for Children, where children and volunteers use them to create new holiday and all-occasion greeting cards. 
Recycled cards are sold to support their programs and services for abused, neglected and homeless children, young 
adults and families. The backside of the front of the card should be clear of writing. St. Jude’s cannot accept 
Hallmark, Disney or American Greeting cards. 
 
Rain, Snow, Sleet? Don’t let inclement weather cause you to miss church service on Sunday. If you are unable to 
attend church due to lack of transportation, Action Taxi will get you to and from church free of charge. Simply 
fill out the cards with the pertinent information and place them in the box in the church office. All requests for 
rides must be in the box by Thursday. Contact Earl M. Thomas, at 216-647-3661if you have any questions. 
Action Taxi serving the Lord since 2015. 
 

The poet laureate of NRPC 
By Mark Koenig 

The hands 
cut the air 

weaving words 
painting images 
telling stories. 

The hands 
that spoke the heart 

to share truth 
and touch emotion 

have ceased to move. 
Beloved by family, 

friends, church, and God 
the word weaver 

image painter 
now is silent. 

Held still 
and forever 

in the love of God 
he shares his poems 

in eternity. 
And we who mourn 

remember and give thanks 
that once we knew 

the soundless 
poet laureate of NRPC. 

 
With thanks to God for the life and love and witness of Michael G. Barkoot, Jr.; and with prayers for all who 
loved him.      The Shire 20 March 2016 
 

OFFICE HOURS, DEADLINES AND DETAILS 
Pastoral Care:   Contact Meredith White at 216.906.3016 or meredithwz@gmail.com Pastor  
Meredith’s monthly office hours will be posted on the church office door . 
Church Office Hours:   Monday-Friday 9am-12noon 
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DEADLINES: 
Worship Bulletin announcements are due by 9:00 am on Wednesdays to Stephanie Johnson at 
nrpc@sbcglobal.net. Make subject line read, “NRPC Sunday Bulletin”. 
Window articles are due by 9:00 am on the 23rd of the month to Stephanie Johnson at nrpc@sbcbglobal.net 
Make subject line read, “NRPC Window”. *If you do not use e-mail but want an announcement in the bulletin or 
an article in the “Window” please get it to Stephanie Johnson by the deadline. 
 
April Birthdays  
  
09 Mark Sugiuchi 
10 Rehena Merza 
14 Vincent Manzano 
19 Tricia Dykers Koenig 
24 Elliot Miller 
27 Chuck Szaniszlo 
 
Prayer Families this month 
 
  1. Barbara & Richard Wherley 
  2. Cathie Wherley 
  3. James Wherley 
  4. Susan Wherley 
  5.   Meredith White 
  6.   Mary Williams 
  7.   Emmanuel Wright  
  8. Megan & Ebon Zimmerman 
  9. Marcelo Antanasio and Andrew Keller-Gipson 
10. Judith Beeler 
11. Maria Bernardo 
12. Christine Boja 
13. Ed & Nancy Brown 
14. Phillis & Jay Brown 
15. Cassie, Dan and Westin Budin 
16. Rob Butler 
17.   Kelly & Brandon Cartwell 
18. Baolu & Victoria Chen  
19. Denise Coletta 
20.   Delmar Cummings 
21. Sandra Doran 
22. Stephanie Doran 
23.   Nan Dorer 
24. Ivy Dulaney 
25. Jan Giles 
26. Pat Harding 
27. Stephanie, Kenyon Johnson & family 
28. Family and Friends of Michael Barkoot Jr. 
29. Brussels 
30. Patients at Seidman Cancer Center, University Hospitals 
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Lectionary for the Lord’s Day: 
 
April 3rd: Acts 5:27-32; Psalm: 118:14-29; Psalm 150 
   
April 10th: Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30; Rev. 5:11-14l John 21:1-19 
   
April 17th: Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23: Rev. 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
       
April 24th: Acts 22:1-18; Psalm 148; Rev. 21:1-6; John 23:31-35 
 
 
Thank you for those who have served last month! 
 
Lay Leaders:  Marcelo Atanasio, Julia Babic, Joanne Westin, Barbara Wherley 
 
Communion Preparation:   Judith Beeler 
 
Communion Servers:   Judith Beeler, John Luttermoser, Lynne Miller, Bob Pescho 
 
Usher and Greeter:  Marcelo Atanasio 
 
Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Men of Noble, Presbyterian Women- Maria Bernard, Joanne Westin 
 
Offering Collection:   Scott and Matthew Monah, Julia Babic, Illianna and Madalyn Levenson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Session  
 
        2016           2017           2018 
Judith Beeler    Bob Szaniszlo    Jonell Levenson 
Maria Bernardo   Debbie Manzano   Chuck Szaniszlo 
Willie Johnston   Isaac Monah    Joanne Westin (Clerk) 
 
========================================================================== 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Noble Road Presbyterian Church is to welcome all people into the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We have embraced a vision of unconditional love and hospitality for all. We 
welcome and include persons without regard to cultural boundaries including race, age, 
gender identity, mental condition, sexual orientation or economic class. We partner with 
communities of peace, justice and inclusion. We share our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
to serve in this community and to grow. In this day that God has made, we can rejoice and 
be glad. 
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